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* Joe Area of Mokola Ibadan, the Capi.
ity of Oyo State.
“=Speaking With Saturday

INDE-
PENDENT on Friday, the elder sister
of the deceased, Miss Ogechi Okafor
insisted that it was Amotekun Oper-
atives that killed Peter: ]
“It was the youths that pmvenné
the Amotelun Operatives from carry-
ing his corpse. It was my friends that
called my attention to the news that
the Amotekun has denied killing my
brother: It is a lie,” she said.

Narrating her ordeal, Ogechi said
her brother's death came like adream.

"T woke up around 2 am by the re-
peated bangs on our door by the boy
whom my brother went out with to
husﬂ.e at a printing press as usual I
was thinking the bangs were from the
thieves. I started hiding my phones
and my mum’s. I had to wake our
neighbours, but alas, all I was hearing
was 'Won {0 pa Peter’, meaning they
have Killed Peter: He was also saying
"Awon Amotekun ti pa Peter” that is,
Amotekun has killed Peter: My mother
said but Peter should be at the printing
shop by then. I had to leave my mum
at homeand went tothespot wherehe
was shot. [ wanted to carry my broth-
ex: I thought when I got there, I would
Just taphim and he would wake upand
follow me home. He was in the pool of
his own blood. Before I could do any-

thing, my mother had already fainted
so I had to rush to her and by doing
so, this same Amotekun van passed
besideus. They wantedtogoand carry
my brother’s corpse but those Mokola
didn't allow them to do so.
" ‘Amotekun also chased other guys
that went to buy food together with my
brothex: They were chased to the shop
until they saw the flashlight of their
Ogawhosent them before they turned
back and left the scene that midnight.
also saw the mumber on that van, it
as 012. I cannot lie, I'm not an illiter-
ate. At least I saw what was written
on the van. I don't know the reasons
why they arelying. They droveat high
speed. I saw everything with my own
eyes. I carried my own brother with
blood and those people are still deny-

Ogechi, who said the brother was
doing the casual job to save money
for the next JAMB examination ex-
plained how loving and brilliant Pe-
ter was.

“When my brother was alive, I
know the way heused to work at night
and come back home in thenext morn-
ing. Heused tosave hismoney withme
and out of the token given to him for
his service, he used to give my mom
little change too, He was very brilliant
and has been saving money for his
JAMB. He saved the money with me.
He has been telling me that he want-
ed to write JAMB next year. If he was
alleged to be a thief, they should have
atleast arrested him and take him to
his school. The VicePrincipal of his
schoal islikeamother to him because
of his brilliancy and hard work She
has even promised to adopt him. She
was the one that paid for his NECO.
She has promised to train him to any
level he wished toattain and now they
have killed him. They are just compli-
cating the issue for us by saying he was
athief orthey'renot theone thatkilled
him. They should have come out with

Amotekun with Gov. Makinde
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better lies. All these theyre saying is
sosad.”

Chief John Idoko, the head of the
family said that the boy wasonanight
duty He was with his master in the
shop before he was sent on an errand.

"We have heard different stories
from the Amotekun that they were
actually pursuing some thieves. I
can tell you that it is a lie. If' they see
someone that they want to arrest,
they should have at least arrest the
person when especially the person
is not armed. The boy is a 16-year-old
and wasnot with any arms. Heshould
have been arrested and handed to
Police for proper investigations. So,
shooting out rightly should not have
been the best option for them. I was
even briefed thathe wasshowing them
what he bought. He was shot unjustly,
that isajungle justice. Amotelumn can-
not deny the killing. There is no way
they can deny the killing. The vehicle
number and everything link them to
the crime. When the boy was shot,
they ran away and later came again
afterlike 15 to 20 minutes, to carry the
corpse. If they werenotresponsiblefor
the killing, why will they come back
for the corpse? They were chased by
theangry youthsof theareawhostood
firmly that justice must prevail over
the killing of the boy”

Idoko is pleading that Oyo State
government should intervene in the
situation. X

\We have not heard anything from
the Governor: The Governor needs to
address the family They know what
they supposed todo. The killing of in-
nocent people is not the dream of the
Governot Amotekun was introduced
for a purpose, and not to be killing all
the innocent people. So, I want them
to do the needful. The boy is a small
boy but at the same time he has Igbe
blood i him. He was studying at the
same time working, because his father
isnomore. He had tohustleand strug-
gle because he wanted to go to school
Helost his father barely two yearsago,
and that pushed him to be hustling by
himself so he could assist his moth-
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er financial wise, and as well for him
to achieve his bolted dreams. In the
morning, he would go to school and
inthe night he would goto the printing
press to hustle.

“Twant the government tohelpand
see that the case is not carpeted. T also
plead tothemedia tofollow the case up.
What we want from the government
is to do the needful The deceased is
the only son of the family, so as young
as he was, he was the bread winner
of the family The family has no hope
agaih, so the governiment should do
something for the family so they will
not feel thepainsomuch,” Chief Idoko
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saif
Also speaking on the matter; the
Aare Atuluto of Ekotedo Chief Kayo-
de Olaoye, said he was there toensure
there was peace. ]
“Those Amotelkun came with pa-
trol van and started pursuing those
boys and the deceased fell. I saw a

bruise on his leg and they shot him
on his head How can they shot an
armless teenager? They should at least
arrest him. They pointed the gun on
his head and shothirm. It was purebru-
tality, pictures and videos are here to
prove that the boy was innocent. He
was sent on an errand to buy food by
his boss wholater rushed down to the
soene. So I had to wait to ensure that
the youths don't take law into their
hands. I was on the ground with the
policemen clearing the debris on the
road, because the youths actually set
burn fire on the road at the Uncle Joe
junction leading to the printing press
streets. We need to calm those youths
down because their reactions could
have led to something else. I even
followed them to Amotekum office, I
stopped the Amotelun from shooting
sothat the whale issue doesn't become
escalated,” he said.

However, On Wednesday, in his
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reaction to the matter; the state Com-
mandant of the Southwest Security
Network codenamed Amotekun
Corps, Col. Olayinka Olayanju Rird,
denied shooting of Peter Okafor by
his men.

Col Olayinka, ina press briefing at
the Command Base in Dandaru area
of Mokola Ibadan, debunked allega-
tions made by some of the people of
the Mokola community

“The protesters were here at 6.30am
and 8am and took the corpse (o Secre-
tariat If you say Amotekun has killed
someone, thereshould beevidence All
our vehicles have peculiar colour and
unique number to trace. We have had

of theinformation giventous, we were
able to trace.

"On my honour, Amotekun has
nothing to do with the incident at
Mokola. Thereare policemen and oth-
er private security men guarding the
Lotto house and around the area, you
can find out if Amotelkun vehicle was
found around that area. If thereisany
evidence implicating any of my oper-
ative, T assure you, we will not spare
them. We don't condone indiscipline
and no one will be happy with extra-
Jjudicial killing, We are here to protect
the people and can't be going against
the people,” Olayinka said.

A relative of the family, who is
alsoaresident of Mokola, Mt Emeka
Nwagwu said the death was tragic.
“We are still mourning his Dad be-
cause it is two years plus now we lost
the man. The man just left home and
up to this moment, we have not heard
anything about his whereabouts. The
boy later turned around to shoulder
the responsibilities of the family He
bore the burden of it all, a young boy
going to school at the same time doing
amenial job at night.”

Nwagwu said it was unfair and too
tl‘;sstyforAmme}nm operatives to deny

e

“Was their boss who denied the
killing actually with the operatives
that day? So for me, it was too hasty
for them to jump into that conclusion.
I also consider it to be insensitive. For
him to have spoken like this, it means
the man is incompetent, and such ac-
tion should call for his removal "

The Oyo State House of Assembly
during its plenary on Tuesday, Au-
gust 24, 2021, resolved in setting up an
ad-hoc committee to investigate the
alleged killing of Peter The House
of Assembly, as a move to wade into
the controversy, has set up a fiveman
ad-hoccommittee saddled with there-
transpired with a view to proffering
justicetoall parties involved. Lawmal-
ers in their separate contributions to
themotioncondemned the killingand
urged the House to thoroughly inves-
tigate the matter and ensure justice is

* served

The Speaker, Adebo Ogundoyin, in
hisremark condemned the killingand
assured that the House will get to the
rootof the matter.

Ogundoyin, however, set up a five-
man ad-hoc committee to be chaired
by Honourable Akeem Obadara. He
ordered the committee to ensure a
thorough investigation and report
back to the House on 31st August 221,



