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COAS: Mass
Retirement Not
Contemplated In

Military —

UBONG UKPONG
ABUIA

The Defence Headqguarters
(M) on Thursday unequiv-
ocally stated that the military
high command was not con-
templaling mass retirement
of senior officers following
the appointment of Major
General Farouk Yahaya as
Chief of Army Staff (COAS).

The high command, how-
ever, said that senior officers
are free to stay in service or
retire voluntarily, if they so
desire.

Brigadier General Bernard
Onyeuko, Director; Defence
Media Operations (DDMO),
who conveyed this position
to newsmen in Abuja, while
briefing on the successes of
military operations across the
country, said the clarification
became necessary following
the rumour of planned mass
retirement.

The rumour is not unco
nected with the fact that
new COAS was appomte

well ahead of his seniors in crnmnal elemems Gwoza

the military

General Onyeuko in his
brief said, “At this point you
are all aware of the appoint-’

DHQ

ersarcanti-piracy, anti-illegal
oil bunkering, anticrude oil
theft, anti-pipeline vandal-
jam and anti-smuggling op-
erations were algn conducted
within the period.

“There were alsoextensive
air operations, which includ-
e air patrols, Intelligence
Surveillance and Reconnais
sance missions, offensive
air strikes, air interdictions,
search and rescue opr'mtlrms
as well as close air support
for ground troops. These op-
erations within the period
yielded appreciable results,”
General Onyeuko said.

He said troops of Operation
Hadin Kui between 20th May
and 2nd June, 2021 carried out
series of operational activi-
ties, where they rescued kid-
napped victims, neutralised
scores of terrorists, destroyed
terrorists’ enclaves, arrested
terrorists and intercepted
terrorists’ logistics items in-
cluding vehicles.

= General Onyeuko added,
i‘*On 20 May, 2021, froopshad

contact and engaged BHT

LGA of Born
ccurred as troops swiftly

‘_@nded _fo_a dismress call
by farmers on attack on their

ment of the new Chief of ~Tocation. Troopsgallantly res-

Army Staff, Major General

“cued the farmers.

Farouk Yahaya. This has —“During the encounter,

stirred up lot of rumours in
the media about mass retire-
ments in the military, I wish ~
to use this medium to dispel
such unfounded rumours.
“Retirement is only on
voluntary basis for senior of-
ficers who desire to do so. At

several terrorists were neu-

.whilesome otherses-

“caped with varying degrees of
gunshot wounds. Also, on m@

%ﬂw_@“ hile con
ducting aggressive clearance

operatlon on BHT hideouts at

Ngaiwa, Tongunle, Washelle,

this point, no retirement has ~ Mo'o, Mudollo, Mugdalla and

been authorised by the Mili-

ages. all 1 v

tary High Command,” hesaid. TGA of Borno Srtate, killed

The DDMO said there was
noreason tocontemplate such
rumoured mass retirement,
astheservices of these senior
officers were very much need-
ed at this critical time in the
security of the country

Speaking on the success-
es of operational activities
across the country between
May 20 and June 2, 2021, he
said, "It is worthy to note that
these operations are conduct-
ed simultaneously in the var-
ious theatres of operation on
daily basis across the country

“The un-relenting and
committed efforts of the gal-
lant troops as well as the cu-
muilative results of our opera-
tional activities in the various
operations and specificevents

scoresof theterroristsandre

‘covered large caches of arms

_and anuunition.

*Tn related developments,
between 21 and 25 May; troops
conducted cordon and search,

raid operations and arrested
BHT logistics suppliers at
Ngamdu town in Kaga LGA
of Borno State, New Barracks
Location along Damaturu-Po-
tiskum road as wellas Kukare-
ta town in Damaturu LGA of
Yobe State. Items recovered
during the operation include:
large numbers of jerry cans
and drums of PMS, assorted
arms and ammnunition and
assorted logistics items This
large consignment of logistics
has drastically dislocated the
terrorists' logistics network in

will be highlighted under thn-—-ﬂhe region,

cifferent operations.

“Within the perlod in loul&

troopsof the Armed Forces of
Nigeria intensified their op-
crational efforts in the fight
ngainst terrorism, bandity,
hoodlums and militancy as
well as other criminalities

J\le'm\\’mle 23 N
" 2021 the Air Task For ma'%&_p

umi‘mn Hadin Kai conducted
" an extensive air interdiction

" missions near Gudumbali in

Guzamal and the Toum-

lJl\l‘lS of Lake Chad of Borno

across all the geo-political ”i%e air interdiction mis-

zones of the country,

sions exécufed with various

“Troops conducted series * NAFplatformsresultedinthe
of elearance patrols, ambush, neutréllsatmn of scores of
raid, picketing, cordon and _ * BHT criminal elements and

operations as well as ~ destruction of their camps
artillery bombardments. Oth- andlﬁglshcmcﬂtle&



