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ISWAP Kills Eight In Maiduguri

ight people, includ-

g were killed in ji-

northeast Nigeria ahead of
-Monday’s Eid al-Adha festi-
val, military sources said.
Three troops and three

ing three soldiers,

hadist attacks on _ diers and six civilians were
an army base and village In

the source, an officer who
‘asked not to be identified for
fear of punishment. Two sol-

~ injured, he said.

The jihadists attacked the
base in eight pickup trucks fit-
ted withmachineguns, leading
to a two-hour-long battle, said

civilians died on Saturday _the second source, who gave
when fighters from the IS- _the same toll. The attack was
aligned Islamic State West Af—— repelled with the aid of -a fight-
rica Province group attacked _erjetwhichdeployed twohours

2 base in Gubio, a town 80 ki-
lometres (50 mi

regional capital Maiduguri,
W0 sources sal day.

Three soldiers were Killed
“defending the base from
ISWAP terrorists who wanted
tooverrun it”, thefirst source
said. “Three civilians were hit
and killed in crossfire,” said

into the clashes, said the officer
“The terrorists were pul-
_verised and forced to with-
draw. Eleven of them were
killed and three of their ve-
hicles were seized,” he said.
ISWAP ransacked the same
base in May; killing three sol-
diers.Ina separateassaulton
Sunday, fighters from rival

jihadist faction Boko Haram
killed two residents and burnt
homes in an attack on the vil-
lage of Ngwom, 14 km (eight
miles) from Maiduguri.
Gunmen in pickup trucks
stormed the village in a pre-
dawn attack, shooting dead

two male residents befort:

robbing women of jewelry
and torching four houses, an-
ti-Boko Haram militia leader
Babakura Kolo said.

“A woman had one of her
ears chopped off by the in-
surgents as punishment for
resisting being robbed,” Kolo
said. The jihadists attempt-
ed to seize a nearby military
base after the raid, but were
rebuffed following a one-hour

gunfight, Kolo and a military
source said.

The decade-long insurgen-
¢y in northeast Nigeria has
killed over 27,000 people, dis-
placed some two million and
spilt over into neighbouring
countries. The jihadists are
notorious for stepping up at-
tacks during the Eid season,
prompting heightened secu-
rity across theregion. ISWAP
split from the Boko Haram
faction headed by long-time
leader Abubakar Shekau in
2016. Since mid-2018 ISWAP
has ramped up attacks on
the military, while Shekau’s
group tends to hit softer ci-
vilian targets. On Saturday,
several soldiers were also
wounded when their vehicle
hit a mine planted by ISWAP
near the border with Niger,
the military sources said.




