FRANCIS ONO IRIBHO- i i yet to be identified assailants
FRancis onoirisho-  Benin Cult War Claims 15 el s
BENIN Simply identified as Africa _ Thelifeless body of the vic,~Sakponba area of the city. at the same Upper Sakponba
— wassaidtohave beengunned tim was sighted inside a Eg@,/ young man, who was area.
TR RGBS O i re AOWHE RS early hours of  lice van which deposited hi ntified as Jo] was It was not clear which cult
The protracted cult war in ~uesaay at lis beer parlows;, _corpseat the Benin Specialist illeda groups were involved in the
Benin Ci envi located at Uyiosa Junction, Hospital. area, between 2nd and 3rd unending attacks,
MWSML Not long after that two RastCircularroadsof the city When contacted on phone,
(MMMth was gathered thathisas-  other bodies were said to It was gathered that un- the Edo State Commissioner
‘turned the Upper Sakponba  sailants dragged him out of  have been taken by policeop-  iden as tsattacked ~ of Police, Hakeem Odumosu,
area of the ancient city into beerparlourandshothim  eratives to the same hospital ~ and smashq e head of the ~said he was in Kano on elec-
atheatr&of war where repri-  several times. mortuary. victi ! tion duty,
W But when they discovered Reports had it that the It would be recalled that a(#  The state Police Command
'_ﬁn&mlmgm_nmuat bullets could not pene- two victims, whose idenﬁ-%otel manager, Okunkpolo%‘Spokesman, Chidi Nwabuzor;
lice sources, tratehim, theyallegedly used  ties could not be ascertained, Osatohamwen, was alsomur- could also not be reached for
@ﬁﬁmm aman  machetes on him, were also killed at the Upper  dered at his place of work by  confirmation,ascallsmadeto

his mobile phone went unan-
swered.

Meanwhile, the Nigeria
Union of Journalists INUJ),
Edo State chapter, has con- -
demned the cult-related kill-
ings in Benin,

A statement by the Coun-
cil Chairman and Secretary;
Sir Roland Osakue, and Ti-
tus Akhigbe, respectively,
described the development
as “unwarranted killings
of youths in Benin City;
particularly Upper Sakpon-
ba axis”.
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