Air Force Bombs Bandits'
Hideout In Zamfara

The Nigerian Air Force said tion missions with a view

“the Air Task

to restoring normalcy to the
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bandits’ hideout at a com-
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men of Zamfara.
~——AirCommodore Ibikunle
Daramola, NAF Director of
Public Relations and Informa-
tion, disclosed this in a state-
ment on Sunday in Abuja.
He-explaified that the at-
tack was conducted at dawn

on December 28
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Reactivates More Aircraft
in Port Harcourt

Meanwhile, NAF says 1t_
has begun an in-house reac-
tivation of its Mi-35P and EC-
135 combat helicopters in Port
Harcourt.

Air Commodore Daramo-
la said this was in further
ance of its commitment to
ensure availability of more
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Accordingly, the ATF de-
tailed a Nigerian Air Force
(NAF) Intelligence, Surveil-
lance and Reconnaissance
(ISR) aircraft, which con-
firmed the presence of ban-
dits armed with high calibre
weapons al the location,
"Consadquently, an Alpha
Jet aircraft was dispatchad to
strike the compound, record-
ing direct hits on the target
area and resulting in signifi-
cantdamage to the structures
and neutralisation of some
*“This was later confirmed
by credible human intelli-
gence sources,” he said.
Daramola said surface
troops later invaded the com-
pound and recovered some
motorcycles abandoned by
the fleeing criminals.
“The ATF working in con-
- other security agencies, will
continue tv conduct recon-

He said the Chief of the
Air Staff (CAS), Air Marshal
Sadique Abubakar, duringan
Operational visit o115 Special
Operations Group (115 SOG),
Port Hareourt, inspected the
ongoing in-housa reactivation

* works on the Mi-35P and EC-

135 helicopters.

"Upon completion in the
first quarter of 2019, the
reactivated aircraft will be
available for deployment to
enhance NAF operational eft
ficiency in thedischarge of its

- constitutional roles.”

Daramola explained that
the operational visit to 115
S0G was one of series of vis-
its by Abubakarto NAF units
across the country

He further said the visxt
was o assess NAF’s opera-
tional readiness i tackling

emerging security challeng.

es as well as progress of work
on the reactivation of various
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