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Eight Killed In Afmy, Shiites’ AbujaCIash"

encounter, three members of
the sect were killed while two

‘soldiers sustained various

paralysing sections of the
city.
The protesters, who came

degrees of injuries and are via the Suleja-Kaduna axis,
being treated at a military  were said to have come from
medical facility” Sokoto, Kano, Katsina, and

Myam said normaley had Kaduna states, ameng others:-

been restored in the general Their numbers on the Abu-
area, requestingmembersof  ja-Kubwa-Zuba Expressway
the public, especially those reportedly overflowed the
plying the Abuja-Zuba Road  service lane of the road, par-
togoabout theirnormal activ-  alysing vehicular movement,
ities with the assurancefrom  andforcingmotorists todivert
the Nigerian army that “no  to other routes.

individual or persons would The protesters were said
be allowed to disturb public  to have trekked the distance
peace andunprovokedattacks _from their states, defying the

against military convoys.”

'd which left them
drenched as they chanted

reinforcement by the security
operatives, decided to termi-
nate their protestat Gwarinpa
which isroughly 2kilometres
to the city centre.

Alongthe Mararaba-Nyan-

ya axis, where members of
the group from North East
and North Central states
was different, as the police
and Nigerian army refused to
allow the group to go beyond

protesters.
Many motorists were

five of their members were ‘Free.Zakzaky; Free Our
killed during a procession. Leader’

Our correspondent reports
that members of the move-
ment on Sunday stormed
the nation’s capital city from
various states about 3:30p.m,
wielding flags with Arabic

They had alerted residents
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of the three-day protest via a
statement on Saturday, asking
them not to panic.

They surmounted barri-
cades and blockades mount-
ed by the Nigerian army, the
police and civil defence, thus

“The several blockades
mounted by the police and
soldiers along Suleja-Zuba Ex-

pressway apparently meantto
prevent them from gaining

entry into Abuja, were seri-
ally dismantled by the group.

Having overcome the bar-
ricades on Kubwa road, an-
other detachment of armed
personnel and soldiers from
Guards Brigade was said to
have been drafted to Katampe
junction with a view to stop-
ping the protesters.

caught up in the mélée, result-

ing in heavy gridlock along

the area already notorious
for its traffic issues.

- Asat thetimeof filing this
report, the protesters around
Gwarinpa and Abacha Bar-
racks had been dispersed
and normalcy returned to
the area.

. The group had on Satur-
day, at press conference, an-
nounced that over onemillion
followers of Sheikh Ibrahim
El-Zakzaky would converge
on Abuja on Sunday, October

28, to embark on Arbaeen
Symbolic Trek to mark the
tragic day that Tyrant Yazid
bn Mu'awiyyah killed Imam

The group claimed that
five of their members were |
allegedly shot to death by
the Nigerian army during a
violent clash around Zuba in
Gwagwalada Area Couricil of

Abyja.

The Spokesperson of the
group, Abdullahi Muhamma-
du Musa, said the movement
would not be intimidated by
the killing of its members.

ment would not give up its
demand for the release of
their spiritual leader, Sheik
Ibrahim El-Zakzaky. -

“If the security agents
are trigger-happy, then they
should save their arms and
bullets to other parts of the
country engulfed in violence,
‘but not on peaceful marchers
carrying noarms with them,”
Musa noted.

He said the protest would
continue today, Monday, and
end on Tuesday, appealing to
the residents of Abuja and
environs not to panic.




