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As cultists lay seige to Odogunyan,
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CULT-RELATED activi-
ties have been on the in-
crease in Odogunyan, a
suburb of Ikorodu, La-
gos State in recent times.
Sadly enough, the das-
tardly acts have resulted
to death of some people
in the community. Con-
cerned residents and in-
digenes have thus, called
on the State Government
to act on the ugly trend
before it gets out of hand.
In fact, our reporter
gathered that as it is, resi-
dents of the area literall
do no longer sleep wit
both eyes shut due to
activities of members of
secret cults, which they
describe as gradually toe-
ing the line of dreaded
Bcﬁ(o Haram insurgency.
Far instance, recently, two !

youths, Onyebuchi Igwe. Ihave lived here for over
 beheaded . 17years and it is sad that

and Debo were

wit -Ttha{hmd&ggt gt"ﬁ_ by  the peace we experienced

“suspected cult members. _ those days is no more.
The deceased who  “In those days, people

“were suspected to be- wused to sleep outside

their houses with all
their family members
till around lam, Z2am
ing ~ to sources, or even 3am, especially

when there was power

long to a rival cult
were killed on

group,
Sun-

their assassination was
retaliation for the murder Z2failure. But these days,

of another cult member, you dare not try to stay

Michael Agbo, who was “outside your compound
*killed in place of hisbroth- by 10pm. It is this bad.
er on August 6, 2013,

M “Some days ago, 1 was
AlSG" allegedly killed returning from my place
in cult-related activi-

of work when 1 was ac-
ties in the area were one_, costed by these hoodlums
Mattew Atule, known as % at about 7pm in the street,

where 1 was beaten se-

upcoming artist. They verely after I attempted
were said to have been running upon sighting

murdered late last year. _them. They collected my
These activities by the phones and everything I
cultists have made resi- had on me that day. Till
dents of the community now, those boys still roam
live in constant fear. This the streets and nothing is
is especially as their men-  being done about this. It
ace has assumed alarm- issad.”

ing dimension recently. Another resident who
the hoodlums have be- also pleaded anonymity
come so daring that in for fear of being attacked
such areas as Tenibegiloju  posited that the sudden
and Ojuemuren streets, turn of events in the com-
their activities have be- munity may be as a result
come pronounced, thus, of the tertiary institution,
creating nightmare to Lagos State Polytechnic
residents. Ikorodu that is located

Our reporter was told close to the community.

that the streets in the lo- When asked on his
cality have become ha- feeling about cult-related
vens where the cultmem-  activities in the area, a
bers reside and are at resident in Ojuemuren
ease in carrying out their  Street said, “It is disheart-
nefarious engagements. ening that the situation
In an encounter with our is worsening daily. We
correspondent, a resident  no longer live in peace in
who pleaded anonymity the community. We can-
said; “It is saddening that not walk freely anymore.
the Odogunyan I used to We can’t put on some
know those days has to- kind of clothes for fear
tally changed following of these cult boys. We
the emergence of these can’t go to some places.
hoodlums in the streets. “Worse still, we can’t even
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«Governor Babatunde Fashola

worship freely in our
churches and mosques
anymore. You are walk-
ing on the street and sud-
denly, before you know i,
you see people running
and what you hear there-
after are gunshots, and
the whole community 1is
held hostage by these evil
people that have been ter-
rorizing the land.

“They have also taken
opportunity of this un-
healthy development
to rob and also molest
women. And the most

annoying asglect of the
situation is that the Po-
lice seem - unable to
helpat such moments.
“We had had times where
these cult members en-
gaged in a gun battle with
operatives of the Oodua
Peoples Congress (OPC),
who had tried assisting
the police. At such mo-
ments, the entire commu-
nity had been held spell
bound for the whole day
as these boys had taken
over the streets.

“Few days after Onye-
buchiwasmurdered, some
group of cult members
stormed my neighbour’s
compound where it was
said that they had gone in
search of one Benue boy,
but did not see him there.
Even without meeting
their target, they report-
edly destroyed properties
worth thousands ot naira.
You could imagine what
would have happened
if he was caught there.
“These and more are the
plights of the residents in
this area. We don’t have
peace anymore. Our lives
are not secure.

“The situation in Odo-
gunvan needs urgent so-

«Umaru Manko, Lagos Police Commissioner

lution and we plead that
the State Government
comes to our rescue. Qur
business activities have
been halted. Our friends
are being killed and our
houses rampaged by cult
ﬁ_langs. The landlords in

e area are not doing
anything to solve this
problem despite the out-
cry of the residents. Not
even the Local Govern-
ment Chairman has ad-
dressed the situation.

The Baale of Odogu-
nyan is not saying any-
thing in respect to this. We
neef the State Govern-
ment to come to our res-
cue because our lives are

being * threatened daily.”.

Also speaking in the same
vein, a young man who
did not want his name on
print obviously for fear of
reprisals said he has been
threatened severally by
one of the cult groups to
be part of them which he
has refused.

He said three different
cult groups exist in Odo-
gunyan. They are Ayee,
Alora and Eiye, the Yoruba
name for a bird. He add-
ed that these cult groups
bearing Yoruba names
have defined members
and exist with strict rules
and regulations.

“For each of these cult
groups, there are laws
ﬁ.lujding them and any of

e members who break
any of the rules are dis-
ciplined severely. They
have distinct apparels
which must not be put on
anyhow and by anybody.
Their colours are red,
white and black. They
have their logos on these
clothes that differenti-
ate each from other cult

groups.

“They have designated
locations for their meet-
ings and specific areas
in the community where
they occupy. As such, no
member from a rival cult
dares to cross the lane of
another; otherwise, the
person is beaten severely
or even Kkilled. Besides,
you get to know them by
the way they speak, using
specific slangs; the way

ey walk; their dressing;
their hairdos. And the
alarming part of this is
that for each of these cult
groups, there is a junior
group and female groups
who spy on the activities
of the rival cult groups.”

A market woman who
also craved anonymity
lamented that the situa-
tion has become such that
these cult operatives walk
freely on the streets and
are not afraid of the po-
lice. She added that there
had been times when
some of these boys were
arrested by the police and
were released the follow-
ing day.

he added; “We can no
longer sell our products.
Even the popular mar-
ket in Ojuemuren street
where business activi-
ties boomed betore, now
shrinks due to the ugly
turn of events. Residents
who can no longer bear
these activities are now
relocating to other places.
The police alone cannot
do this. They are trying
their best but we need the
military men to come to
our rescue.”

“It is unfortunate that
the Army Barracks is just
close by and all these evils
are happening with us”.




