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- ¢y Management
: (NEMA) and the Nigerian
: Navy confirmed that the ex-
. plosion was caused by activi-
. fies of the vandals.
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While the NEMA said

: it was yet to ascertain the
. actual number of the dead
. and injured people in the
I : explosion, the Navy stated,
: however, that its investiga-
: ion showed that no casu-
- alty was recorded in the
. fire, which raged for over
. six hours (between 4.00 a.m.
: and 10.48 a.m).

Spokesman of NEMA,

. South West, Ibrahim Farin-
: loye, said the prompt in-
. tervention of the Nigerian
: National Petroleum Corpo-
. ration (NNPC) and other
: agencies ensured that the
. Iire was put out.

“The fire did not start

: from the main pipeline but

rather the valve supplying
the product was what ex-
ploded.

“The first batch of our
team reached there around
7.30 a.m. and the fire was fi-
nally put out at the Akinbo
Jetty of Atlas Cove around
10.48 a.m."

The NNPC, in‘the same
vein, allayed fear that the
explosion could lead to fuel
scarcity.

Acting Group General
Manager, Group Public Af-
fairs division of the NNPC,
Tuminu Green, could not
be reached on phone but
a staff of the corporation
who is not authorised to
speak on the matter said:
“There was an explosion
near Atlas Cove this morn-
ing but this did not have any
serious interference with the
activities at the storage facil-
ity.”

" Also speaking on the in-

cident, spokesperson for the
Western Naval Command,
Jerry Omodara, a Lt-Cdy; said
thesituation had “beenbrought
under control and 1 spoke with
the Commander NINS Bee-
aoft, Commodore Chnis Eze-
kobe, and he confirmed that
he had already deployed some
officers to the area.”

According to him, pre-
liminary investigations re-
%fﬂlf‘d that vandals brﬁke
the pipeline valve to siphon
ﬁu:'lF:vFl)]E::-n it exploded. y

The command’s spokes-
man said boats used by the
vandals and over 200 jerry
cans were discovered at the
scene of the explosion.

Another report  on
Wednesday said Dutch
oil giant, Shell Petroleum
Development  Company
(SPDC), has listed oil theft as
one of the greatest threats fac-
ing its operations in the Ni-
ger Delta region of Nigeria,

lamenting that it loses over
22 million barrels of crude oil
every year to the cnme.

General Manager, Com-
munications, in the SPDC,
Philip Mshelbila, stated this in
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, at
a one-day summit for prac-
ﬁi—iiﬂf’ E:mma]is&s in the state.

Mshelbila, who described
oil theft as a real challenge
to the environment, said the
development had forced the
multi-national oil Airm to
shut down the Trans-Niger
Trunk Line and the Nembe
Creek Trunk Line.

He decried the increasin
rate of kidnapping of botﬁ
staff and their relatives as
well as the company’s con-
tractors, pointing out that
at least two staff of the firm
were recently killed by sus-
pected kidnappers while
carrying out an environ-
mental survey in one of the
company’s facilities.
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