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THE WORLD
IN BRIEF

Barak quits politics -
Israel's Defence Minister
Ehud Barak on Monday an-
nounced he was quitting po-
litical life after a decad
career that also saw him serve
as prime minister. o
arak, 70, made the sur-

pﬁseannouncementatac{.)ress :
ding :

conference in Tel Aviv, a
that he would retire from pol-

itics after a new government :
is formed in the wake of Janu- :

ary elections.

Judiciary should expe- . :
dite action on my case :

— Obanikoro
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i No group has claimed re-
: ‘sponsibility for the latest attack
i but it has the trademark of the
* Boko Haram sect.

i - Police s
: Mba, com attack,

! saying, “In the confusion that

Frank:

. ensued, about 30 suspects in

¢ the detention facilities of SARS .

: broke out of the cells and at-
:-tempted to escape.”

i “Tactical an
¢ efforts to re-arrest the fleeing
: suspects yielded instant result.
“So far; 25 of the suspects have
i been re-arrested, while five sus-
: igi being held in re-

: are currently atfarge” = -

:  Mba reiferated that no sus-
: pect held for terror related
i charges escaped from SARS
i detention facilities and that
! “no explosive or IED-related
i materials were used in the
: botched attack.”

The detention centre is used

coordinated -

Eeds originalt
tion to robbe¥y related offences .

lent crignjnals.
The*centre reportedly holds
some senior commanders of
the Boko Haram, including
wife of Kabiru Sokoto, the mas-
termind of the 2011 Christmas
Day Catholic Church bombing
inSuleja, Niger State.

Inspector General (IG) of .
Police,, Muhammad Abuba-

kar, Mba said, has: personall
visited the scene of Monday’s
incident to assess the situation.
Hehasequally ordered ahigh-
Egzvered _Investigative  panel
ded by a senior police officer

to investigate the drcumstances

surrounding the incident.”

The IG has also ordered
watertight security around all
government and police facili-
ties nationwide.

“The Police High Command
uses this medium to appeal to
Nigerians for be calm while

reassuring them-of the Force's .

reparedness to.
constitutional an

rform its
statutery

ibilities ' of providing
adequate security for the state

and thé entire citiz . .
“The Force therefore, -en:
joins the public to continue

“to glo about their lawful duty
wi

out fear or jntimidation
as adequate strategies have
been put in place to guarantee
the general security and safety
of all Nigerians,” the police
spokesman said.

Meanwhile, another report
from Borno State on Monday
said five residents of Jere, out-
side Maiduguri, were killed by
members of Boko Haram.

Spokesperson ot the Joint
Taslg%‘orce (JTF), Sagir Umar,
confirmed the incident to Daily

Independent in a telephone in-
terview from Maiduguri. -

According - to him, Bgko -’

Haram accused the five people
of being police informants.

A villager sad the inci-
dent occurred in Shokari vil-
lage around 2.00 am. when a
group of men besieged about
10 houses and slaughtered the
five men before escaping.

Military = personnel have

Gunmen attack police SARS headquarfers, free 30 suépects

been stationed in the village to
track down the fleeing assail-
ants.

dential candidate of the African
Co ‘for Democrats (ACD)
in the last general election, has
condemned the attack on the
SARS detention facilities.
Utomi in a statement won-
dered how such an attack could
be carried out in Abuja, the seat
of power despite chains of se-
curity measures put in place by
government tocheckmate the
operation of the terrorist sect.
He also called for a speedy in-
terrogation,and trial of the ca
‘members of the sect, while

_urging goveminent to do all it

can to ensure that their sponsors
were also brought to book.
“This should not have hap-
penéd in Abuja again, but now
that we know that some of the
loking foward 1 specdy e
i toa inter-
rogation, then trial armﬁ]y oon-
viction of those and their
sponsors if possible,” he said.

Meanwhile, Pat Utomi, Presi- |.

Again, FG set to shift
gas flaring deadline
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that flaring has dropped by only
15 per cent. ;
roup Managing Director o
the NNPC, Andrew Yakuby,
who, according to a statement,
revealed this at the 42nd Annual
General Meeting, Conference
and Exhibition of the Nigerian
Society of Chemical Engineers
(N ), assured that a lot of in-
vestments have been put in place
toend gas flaring. -

The corporation’s Group Ex-
ecutive Director, Gas and Power,
David Ige, had earlier said Nige-
ria is currently flaring 1.2 billion

cubie feet (BCF)} of its 7.8 billion
cubic wﬁxas wells production
ich is worth over $1

ger day,
illion (about -N157 billion) an-
nually. :

But Yakubu stated that ex-
port injtiatives on gas have been
stepped 1éﬁland plans are under
wagr‘eto achieve zero flare down
in the country.

The . ration, he added,
has exceeded its target for gas-to-
power aspirations and is taking
steps to grow the nation’s crude
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