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¢ busy East-West express road at
: about8.00-am., was aggravated
: when some commerdal motor-

: scene and fell upon themselves,
: as they battled to scoop free fuel
: from a hole near an Oando fill-

the tanker burst into flames,
: sending a thick smoke billow-
: ingAintoﬂle.sky. : -

coording to eyewitnesses,
the driver of the faybeful tanker

+ had warned the fuel scaven-

gers to desist from scooping the
product, as he could ngtmgguar-
antee what would happen in

the }Jmces«;
. He rtedly reminded
them that the content was high-
ly inflammable and could be
Ll%e‘xeous.

“The villagers apparently ig-
nored the driver’s warnin)é tgo

: cyde (okada) riders got to the

: _Anqﬂmgrh;eygwdﬂw a pas-
| -senger wi simpi Ve
" name as Woz, sal%lx’tﬁz tanker

ust while they scrambled;’
e, driver was trying t avoid the*

leave the scene of the accident.
“But th\:e pkada“xiders smrbed_th
eir colleagues wi
ﬁcﬂe]i]rnfnobﬂe phonesaga';\d before
you knew it, they were every-
where at the scene collecting
fuel,” an eyewitness who was
crying profusely, explained.

smaller car but incidentally it hit
the side of the Corolla car before
it fell on the other side of the
road and burst into flames.”

- Wozi explained that over 70
charred corpses, bumt beyond
recognition, were counted on
the spot, while more than 30
others who sustained burns
were rushed to the nearby dinic
for treatment.

AgnesUdeh, whowasableto
recognise a motor bike
as belonging to her husband,
said she could not see her man

tlonal Em¢
=7 mcy
Agenc

but was very sure that the bike
she saw was his own.

“He left this morning for
work. This is his bike, but I can-
not find him anywhere. Since
I came here I have looked for
him everywhere but I can’t see
him,”, she fell down crying.

Zonal Coordinator of the Na-
ncy Management
NEMA), Emenike

mesi, said- “rescue workers
from the security agencies, in-
cluding the police, road safety,
fire service and civil defence,
were at the scene of the accident
to evacuate victims and control
the traffic.”

Umesi, who gave the official
casualty figure as 95 dead and
18 inj
on the greed of the residents
who troo to the scene to
fetch free fuel.

ing to the incident at
the Ahoada General Hospital in

Ahoada East Local Government-

blamed the disaster -

area of the state Commicsioner
for Health, Sampson - Parker,
who was in company of
two of his colleagues, including
Special Duties Commissioner,
‘meka Nwogy, said he counted
200 corpses.
“1 will describe this as the
single worst inddent that has
happened in Rivers State since
the civil war; itis even worse than
the Sosoliso crash we experienced
befoxenowltisqlﬁteapi‘gr.

“The situation would  have
been saved if they didn't go
there, because when the acddent
happened there was no fire; the
fire, asTheard, started when they
started scooping fuel.

“So the situation would have
been saved if people didn’t go
there to scoo‘g fuel,” the com-
missigner said.

Earlier, Rivers State Po-
?IEIC; Pl)xblingelaﬁons t())fﬁcer

RO), U, ulam,
had confirmed megglcli?ent, but

100 killed, dozens injured in Rivers fuel tanker fire

could not give an offidal casu-

alty figure.

tls;xegil:ifnt Goodluck Jonathan
gle:}zlicted to the disaster lateé on

ursday, ressing  “!
sadness’y ov:'r)"?he loss of m:neg
lives caused by the explosion.

A statement by Presiden-
tial spokesman, Reuben Abati,
said Jonathan was particularly
distraught by the fact that once
again, so many Nigerian lives
had been lost in an avoidable
fuel fire disaster.

The President has, therefore,
directed fedzral mh?;aﬂ?l‘ri\ health
agencies to do everythi
sible to ensure that allg ose
who survived the explosion
with bumns and injuries receive
prompt and effective medical
attention.

He conveyed his condolences
to the families of the victims,
and the government and people
of Rivers State, the statement
added.
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