'Fresh attacks in Plateau, as 140

corpses litter Barkm-Ladl

5 By Rotimi Akinwumi, Sola
: Shittu (Abuja), Onoja Audu (Jos)
. and Abdulkareem Haruna

* (Maidugur)

. DESPITE the national outrage

:that
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greeted
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«Boko Haram dlaims IESpOI]SlbI]ll'y for killings
*NASS suspends plenary in honour of slain Senator

of Plateau State, gunmen were  The weekend attacks claimétl ity Leader, Gyang Danfulani.

'neported to have continued to  over 100 lives, including those The Plateau Govern-

_invade the communities with. . of Senator reprfsermng teau . ment had blamed Fulani hevds-
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! Fresh attacks in Plateau, as 140 'corpSes litter Barkin-Ladi

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Member xepr&senﬁnﬁ\Rlyom :

: State Constituency in the. state

: House of Assembly, Daniel' Dem,. .

* confirmed this to newsmen on
i Tuesday evening, L

: Demsaid: “I can authoritatively
: confim to you that as I am talk-
¢ ing to you now, the same gu
: from top of the mountain

i tacked two more villages.

i “The two villages, Toe .and

ve at-

' Shong, have been reduced to ru-

: ins with no house standing. The
: gunmen camein their usual stand
i with sporadic shooting,

i “Thevillagers were scared and
: they ran out of their houses, the
: gunmen set the houses ablaze
: and the villagers have joined
. the numbers of the growing dis-
: placed people in the area.”

. The lawmaker said “the De-
i fence Headquarters and Force
: Headquarters need to intervene
i at'this point to save lives:

“As [ am talking to you now;

those 140 corpses are still lyi

i there without burial, we are sti

: afraid of going back there.

- , ”Iﬁ;lgﬁlcommendmeSTF
- (special military task force on Jos

¢ crisis codenamed ‘operation safe

haven') in Plateau State for their
efforts, without them this situa-
tion would have behen worze.
“They actually hel urin,
the attacks in Matse while we wetg

" doing the burial; they came there

thenstef e peopie o for iy
the rest eran for A
the STF shot%:ec())rg the armoured
car twice, this scared the gunmen

from coming after us.
’ ”Kﬂienusrl\%hadshowntheirsu-

perior power earlier than that the

would not have attacked”

our people during the mass burial,
our twolegislators would nothave
died of the shock.

“I wish thie STF had acted fast-
er than they did, but all the same
they deserve commendation and

I m urging them to do more to
“help our pﬁl;eﬂe,” Demsaid.

ile the STF hasreacted .
reports in some media

eanw,

dueto paricand not

 In a statement, media officer"
- of the STF in Jos on Tuesday eve-

ning, Salisu Mustapher, said “the
reaction became necessary to cor-
rect some wrong media re%)orts
over the cause of death of the
lawmakers.”

Salisu added that “the panicthat -

caused the death of the Senator and
jority Leader would have been
avoided if they had listened to in-
struction of the STF Platoon Com-
mander, DSP Suleiman Kabiry,
who asked ﬁlse(mle to lie down
following the of thesporadic
gunshot; the chose to run
rather than laying down and the
stampede the deaths”

To honour the slain Senator
and Plateau State lawmaker, both
chambers of the National Assem-
bly on Tuesday suspended their
plenary sessions till today. -

The late Dantong was the
Chairman of Senate Committee
on Health.

Barely 10 minut;s after the
opening prayer and announce-
ment l?y p'Ser)\:ate President, Da-
vid Mark, Senate Leader, Victor
Ndoma-Egba, moved the mo-
tion for a one minute sience in
honour of the departed Senator
and adjournment of plenary till
Wednesday.

The motion was immediately
seconded by Senate Minority
Leader, George Akume.

The Senators immediately filed out
of the dhamber in quiet mood devoid
ofall the camaradene of badkslapping.

A large number of the Sena-
tors a in black dresses in
mourning of their departed col-
league, as a they crowded round
the condolence register opened at
the entrance of the Senate cham-
ber for late Dantong.

Y said the Senate will find a

conveffient time for a valedictory
service for Dantong after consulta-
tion with the family and the Pla-
teau State Government.

In the House of Representa-
tives, the plenary was suspended
in spite of the several lerg,islative
items in the day’s Order Paper.

The items ranged from presen-
tation of bills, reports, motions
and consideration of reports.

The Order Paper contained
;ev?mbiﬂsﬁ‘t;ebepmffd for First

eadi rts for ta-
tion, ’rh%ee mo?o}:; to beprr?:yed,
one hill for Second Reading and
seven reports for consideration.

But all these were abandoned

+to honour a fallen hero.

Speaker of the House, Aminu
Tambuwal, had after taking the

official prayer, examined and ap-

proved the votes and proceedings
of the last legislative day.

The extremist Islamic sed,
Jama'atu Ahlissunnah Lidda'awati

" its fighters unleashed

Wal-Iﬁag,a;»ﬁkmxdse known.as Bog
Hararm, hasdaimed responsibili
the weekend coordinated attadg on
villages in Riyom and Barkin-Ladi.
In a statement sent by e-mail to
newsmen, the tertorist group said
e attacks
on security forces and civilian
ulation in themainly Christian
Er)llp%isn;’to avenge past killings of
Muslims in the state.” :
The st;tement, vgétten in
Hausa and si b 's
spokesman, A%l\jd Qazrla, a]sogmf:glt-
ed daims attributed to the National
Security Adviser, Sambo Dasuki, a
retired Army Colonel, that he had
secured the telephone numbers

" of Boko Haram leaders through

which to engage them in dialogue.
“We have heard it bein, Sp:;ﬂ-
dled that the new Naﬁona% -
rity Adviser, Sambo Dasuki, has
secured a means of engaginius
with dialogue; this is a fresh lie,”
AbTu}llQaqa Sala?so
e daimed respon-
sibility for mli):erﬁ attacks at Kurna
and Rijiyar Zaki rsin Kano,
adding that it oontinue with
similar campaigns against gov-
ernment offidials, security forces
and their “civilian  collabora-
tors.” -
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