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News
153 killed, as Dana plane crashes in Lagos
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al Emergency Management ¢ scene of the crash while heli-  nounced it had given Nigeria lers in the country that every
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IN BRIEF

flew overhead.

Lagos International Airportis
amajor hub for West Africa and
saw 2.3 million passengers pass
through it in 2009, accoldin}f); to
the most recent statistics pro-
vided by the Federal Airports
Authority of Nigeria, -

Sunday’s crashin Lagos came
barely 24 hours after a Nigerian
cargo plane over shot its run-

came afraid. Later we just saw
that it forcefully landed. One of
its wings rammed into the two-
storey building,

“Immediately we heard a
bang and the whole place was
engulfed by fire. Many people
were inside the house when. it
happened and it is so disheart-

a whole, it is very unfortunate,
Well, search and rescue opera-
tions are on. _

“We don't have any further
information for now. Please,
bear with us, we will be with
you as soon as we get informa-
tion from Laggs. )

! inadent  happened
nearer Lagos than here. So, we
are waiting for Lagos to give us
more information,” |

“So, I'm pleading with all
Nigerianstogearm us. Itisa
very sad incident. Itis going to af-
fect each and every one of us one
way or the other, family mem-
bers, friends may be in . So
let us pray that all is well” the
ministry’s statement said.

" Also, Special Assistant to the
Aviation mlster, Oche Elias,
said the ministry understands
the pains and anxiety of Ni-
gerians and appealed for un- -

erstanding, assuring that th(fe
ministry will get to the root o
the matter and bring every one
culpable to book.rmg -

ias disclosed that the air-

craft was only 11 miles to touch-
ing the ground when the pilot
deci emergency, addin,
that further information woul§
be made available as investiga-
tions continued.

“The aircraft was 11 miles
und when the

as the building co;

were learnt from the tragic loss -
of lives in the plane crash and
that further measures will be
put in place to boost aviation
safety in the country, )
prayed that God Al-
wiﬁ, tErant families of the
e

The' Nigerian government
said it also now has full radar
coverage of the entire nation.

However, in a nation where He
the state-run electricity compa- mighty
1y is in tatters, state power and ~ vichims of

: 37 people were killed on the
groundp

“The fact that today is a Sun-
daywhmmanyofusaneathome
worsened the situation,” Tunji So-
tafg), a xaildent of Tolulope
told Do

He continued: “I saw that the . th
e descended so low and
t was unusual; th

Two fire trucks and about 50
Tescue personnel were also seen
at the site after the plane went
down.

The Nigerian Red Cross as
well as Nigeria's air crash safety
investigators were also seen at
e site.
~_As the rescue operation pro-

diesel generators sometimes -

both fail at air%orts, making ra-
dar screens go blank.

Sources said the plane’s black
box has been recovered. - -

Reacting, President Goodluck )

Jonathan declared -a three-da

y
gﬂeﬁod of national mouming for-

those who lost their lives in
the crash. '

plane crash the
courage and fortitude to bear
their [oss.

Permanent ,  Min-
istry of Aviatiorg:,em:!tary Anne Enelta,
V\dmmcwdintl'necrashinAbuja,
described the acdident as “very
unfortunate” and assured that
search and rescue had

“For all of us in the aviation
sector as well as Nigerians as

to tOlt:lCh the &y
ilot -emergency. The
Si]}ot declared emergency and
the incident happened at about
4 nautical miles to the airport.
“On the;lnature of the emer-
. we don't want to specu-
]%i'ilé‘.C{low many dead or alive,
we don't want fo te, but
search and rescue is going on,”
he said. -

peressed, a- military helicopter

eight others killed in Banchi church blast
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