One killed as robbers attack

By Emmanuel Nzomiwu -
Correspondent, Enugu -

ONE was killed at the
weekend as armed robbers at-
tacked a branch of First Bank Plc
at Ovoko in Igboeze South local
govemnment area of Enugu State.

According to eye-witnesses,

the bandits attempted to force-
fully gain entrance into the bank
premises on Friday night, but

* ONe person sus

they were warded off by secu-
rity operatives on du?f at the
bank, who replied fire for fire.
After a gun duel between the
robbers and security operatives,
which lasted about one hour,
to be one
of the robbers, lay dead, while
a policeman, Sergeant Ozievie
Ayebabogna, sustained a seri-

ous injury.
The injured police Sergeant

bank in Enugu - -

was said- to be responding to
treatment at an undisclosed
hospital at Ovoko.

en contacted, Police Pub-

lic Relations Officer (PPRO)

Enugu State Command, Ebere
Amaraizu, confirmed the report.
He also confirmed that the
injured police officer. was . re-
sponding to treatment at a near-
by hospital. ,
Meanwhile, the ~Commis-

sioner of Police, Enugu State,
Musa A. Daurg, has applauded
the gallantry of the policemen
on guard duty at the bank when
the robbers struck.
He also wished the inj

cop a quick recovery, while as-
suring members of the public
that the fleeing robbers would
be arrested, stressing that hood-
tums have no hiding place with-
in his command. :

Bloody 2015: Katsina lawmakers back Buhari

By Baba Negedu

Reparter, Kaduna

FEDERAL and state lawmak-
ers from Katsina State under the
Congress for Progressive e
( have thrown their weight
behml ind tgleﬂt\xtterano&s on ﬁ 15
election e s presiden-
tial candiﬁa_te gﬁ lgst polls,
General Muhammadu Buhari.
Addressing the press on Sun-
day in Kaduna, they re-empha-
sised that the country would be
ungovernable if Peoples Demo-
cratic Pag (PDP) led govemn-
ment failed to conduct free, fair
“and credible elections in 2015.
Coming from a dosed-door
meeting at the Jabi road office of
the former Head of State, the law-

makers maintained that PDP is’

out to destabilise CPC.
They stressed that the pur-
ported expulsion of the National

Executive Committee (NEC)
members of the party
members was the handiwork of
PDP.

The CPC lawmakers, who
claimed to have discussed with

their leader, Buhari, some knotty’

issues affecting the party and the
nation at large, warned that if the
PDP-led government rigged the
2015 elections, there would be
bloodbath. ‘

They said they stood solidly
behind Buhari over his comment
on the conduct of the 2015 general
elections.

Buhari had, while receiving

supporters from Niger State in his,

ice in Kaduna, said if the next

al elections were rigged, the

scenario would be like that of a

dog and a baboon enga ina
val.

- bloody battle of survi

However, Senator Abu Ibra-
him, who led the lawmakers to

by some .

Buhari's office, insisted that un-
less there were credible elections

. in 2015, the ruling party should

be ready for battle.

" Ibrahunﬂ"l , whih:‘tedcllisowmncg
ose that sacke:
the NEC gfur{:h% pa¥ty, con-
demned the action of the group,
saying that “we know that this is
the handiwork of the PDP spon-
sored detractors of the progress

of the our egreat*gearty.”

He called on the state governor,
Shehu Shema, to immediately
commence the process of conduct-
ing election into the 34 Local Gov-
emment Council in the state. .

“We condemn in totality, the
wanton and systematic destruc-
tion of democratic tlE:rinc:iples
in Katsina State by the by the

overnment of Barrister Ibra-
Eim Shehu Shema, the blatant

refusal to conduct local govern-

ment elections, the appointment

of illegal caretaker -committee
for local governments and with-
holding of monies meant for the
gt]e;/elopment of the local coun-

“This action is a total breach
of very dear provisions of the
Constitution of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria. :

“This fact is attested to by the

assage of a bill on the floor of
ghe Federal House of Represen-
tatives against the illegal action
of the governments of the Kat-
sina State and 25 other states of
the Federation. :

“We are not unaware of the
moves by certain undemocratic
elements to tinker with the ten-
ure of local governments by at-
tempting to maniqulahe the State
House of Assembly. “We hereby
call on the general public to re-
sist this aspect of maladministra-
tion,” he said.
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