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unmen kill DPO, two

soldiers, eight others in Bauchi

By Patience Ogbodo
Correspondent (Bauchi),
Igoniko Oduma (Yenagoa)

ELEVEN people were killed
on Sunday morning when sus-
pected armed robbers attacked
an old generation bank in the
Tafawa Balewa Local Govern-
ment area of Bauchi State, just as
three bomb explosions rocked
two churches in the Bauchi me-
tropolis.
ddressing a press confer-
ence at the state police com-
mand headquarters in compa-
g of the Brigade Commander,
Artillery Brigade of the Ni-
gerian Army, Robinson Agbo, a
rigadier-General, and the state
Director of the State Security

* Hoodlums burn ex-militant’s home, kill policeman
*10 bombs recovered, six suspects arrested

Service (SSS), the Police Com-
missioner, Tkechukwu Aduba,
said two mili rsonnel, a
ty Superintendent of Po-

lice and eight civilians lost their
lives during the attack.

According to Aduba, when
the robbers launched the attack
on the bank in Tafawa Balewa
they were repelled by a com-
bined team of military and
lice personnel deployed in the
area,

Aduba said when confronted
by the superior firepower of the

ACN raises alarm over plan to hand

maritime security to private firm | Pages))

security men, the hoodlums
retreated and that on their way
they attacked a military check-

int at Bununu District of the
ocal government, a hotel in
the town, a police station and
a bank, killing the Divisional
Pcaliclek Officer (DPO), DSP
Adeleke, an Army Lance Cor-
poral and eight civilians.

The ien also on their es-
cape route from Tafawa Balewa
attacked a combined team of
police/military personnel at
a checkpoint ‘at Mararraba Li-
man Katagun in Bauchi Local
Government Area of the state,
where they killed a military
pfersonnel during an exchange
o :

Aduba disclosed that 10 un-

exploded improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) were recovered
atthe scerie of crime, while secu-
n ”Iaﬁents arrested six people.
“They are currently helping
us to tidy up -our investiga-
tions, while efforts have been
intensified to round up the flee-
ing hoodlums,” the police boss

said.

Meanwhile, three bomb
explosions occurred at two
churches in Bauchi metropolis
with some damages done to

em.

The churches attacked were
the Evangelical Church of West
Africa (ECWA) 2 at the Railway
Area and Our Lady of St Lau-
retto Catholic Church, Fadaman
Mada.

The police commissioner said
the exploded IEDs at the

CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

PDP cancels
Bayelsa

governorshi
rally |

*Sylva asks INEC to seek
vacation of court order

By Joe Nwankwo and Rotimi
Akinwumi, Abuja

PEOPLES Democratic P

(PDP) has been forced to sus-
pend indefinitely its planned
‘Grand Campaign Rally’ to
kick-start the state-wide cam-
paign for its candidate in the
February 11 governorship poll,
Seﬁakzr‘},)ickson, following un-
fa\f[(?}lurable Secuhg orts.

e anned to
host thep ﬁnt tode?y but was
cancelled on Saturday follow-
ing security reports that vio-
lence might be unleashed on at-
tendees at the rally by people
opposed to Dickson’s candida-
ture as PDP candidate for the
governorship elections.

The rally was expected to be
led by Vice President Namadi
Sambo.

The party had been battling
with one of its own, the cur-
rent Governor of Bayelsa state,
Timipre Sylva, over the right to
choose Dickson as its candidate
in preference to him (Sylva). -

is development has led to
litigations on Eoth sides, even
up to the Supreme Court.

While the party insisted that
Dickson remains its candidate
for the election, Sylva has said
he would have none of such,
claiming that he remains the

* authentic candidate of the party
for the election, not mindin
the fact that he was disqualiﬁeﬁ
from contesting the party pri-
mary last year under question-
able circumstances.

With the party poised to
show its resolve to shun all op-
position to Dickson's candidacy,
the grand rally was planned for

CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

President Goodluck Jonathan (middle

President’s condolence visit to the state ...on Sunday.

), Kano State Governor, Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso (left)

, and Emir 6f Kano, Athaji Ado Bayero, during‘. the

Photo: State House

Emir of Kano weeps over attacks |

0]or{athan’ promises improved security *UN, EU condemn killings

* Tackle security challenges now, Labour tells President

By Our Rg@r.ta:s\

IR of Kano, Alhaji Ado
ayero, was overwhelmed b
the magnitude of Friday’s mul-
tiple bomb blasts in the Kano
metropolis in which about 200

persons reportedly .died, as he

broke down and wi
when
Goodluck Jonathan in his pal-
ace on Sunday.

he received President

The President had paid a visit
the Emir to condole with him,
e people and government

of Kano State over the series

bomb explosions targeted

mostly at public facilities and
institutions.

~ Jonathan had earlier told the
Emir that he was in the state
to sympathise with the people
and government of Kano over
the terrorist act the state capital
suffered on Friday, which he de-
scribed as a sad development. -

He told the Emir that “the se-

curity of the country is a collec-
tive responsibility which should
be taken seriously if we must
livein peaceand pm%xess”, stat-
ing that members of the Boko
Haram sect are not spirit “but

-human beings in our midst”.
He said the hunt for members

of the sect must be the responsibil-
ity of alli
ligion and vowed that his govern-
ment will not rest until terrorism
was wiped out in the country.
The President promised that
the Federal Government will

' CONTINUES ON PAGE 2
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ya co into
'bottomless pit' ~ NTC chief

Mustafa Abdel Jalil, the head
of Libya’s ruling National Tran-
sitional Cou.ncn']g (NTC), warned
on Sunday the country could be
heading fowards a “bottomless
pit” after protesters stormed a
government office in Benghazi
when he was inside.

A aowd demanding the res-
ignation of the Libyan govern-
ment smashed windows and
forced their way into the NTC’s
local headquarters late on Sat-
urday, in the most serious show
of anger at the new authorities
since Muammar Gaddafi was

ousted.
PAGE46)

¥ | churches were the
: quarries to blast

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

used at
, adding
at minimal damage of the pe-

¢ rimeter fence and part of a roof
i as well as the after-effect vibra-
: tion affecting the louver glasses
i were what happened fo the
i churches

“The éxploded IEDs, which

: our bomb experts had classified
: as surface blasting that could be
: merely mountecf

¢ and is normally used in quar-
: ries for blasting rocks, caused
: minimal damage of part of the
: perimeter fence and part of a
: roof at the three points of ex-
: plosion, and the after-effect vi-
: Eraﬁon also affected the louver
: glasses of the adjoining houses
i and there was no report of casu-
: alty,” Aduba said.

and ignited,

e called for support of the

people of the state by always
g givigg the police and other se-

Why anti-corruption cru-
sade should start with the
public sector —Esuene

We can postpone the
evil day, but the evil day
will always come. Nige-
ria is blessed with human
and natural resources but
we have not managed our
-resources well. So you can-
not say that Nigeria is rich.
How can Nigeria be rich,

rich with what? Is it in the : ]zgnmt of the character of their
 neighbours and report suspected
I : ones torelevant authorities.
cause of the dynamism of :
’ : has been all this while until Fri-
: day’sattacks, which, he said, took
i the whole nation i

bad roads everywhere? It
is only in Akwa-Ibom, be-

our governor.

. PAGE 27>
African Cup of Nations:
Drogba gives Cote
d'Ivoire winning start
. Didier  Drogba’s first-half
header gave Ivory Coast a 1-0
win in their African Cup of Na-
tions against Sudan.
"It was a trademark header
by the forward, who leapt
high to power the ball in af-
ter good work by his Chelsea
teammate Salomon Kalou,
Sudan proved stubborn in
defence and almost respond-

ed immediately, but Moutata’s
shot was tipped onto the bar

Ivory Coast should have
wrapped the game up in the
second half but inho,
Yaya Toure and Drogba were
guilty of bad misses.

Given the star quality
throughout their team, it’s not
hard to see why Ivory Coast
are favourites to win the Afri-
can Cup of Nations.

PAGE 45b

Fate of book business
in democracy

It has often been argued
that the status of a country’s :
administrative structure al-

ways has tremendous influ-
ence on its economic devel-
O}Jment‘ The vulnerability
of the business of writing in
Nigeria, for instance, cannot
be divorced from the status
of the country’s democratic :
structures. A critical ap-

praisal of events, publisﬁz
irfg and marketing of books :
and book products in book
industry in the last 12 years
of democratic rule in Nigeria
cannot be over-emphasised.
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. have
: policemen to tackle other vices.

: Dickson Slnd the arty gax
: warning shot on Fri eto-
i nati tgwo bombs mm

: 804,
ward off

‘Wi
! celled
: tails of when next it wi

curity operatives useful infor-
mation with a view to assisting
in t’aﬁuding crimes. ¢
“This is a trying period for us
all and we need public support
ina centralised security network
for which we call on ‘the entire
dtizenry and good people of
Bauclrlliry State to be part of, and

see it as a civic responsibility by .

giving useful and genuine infor-
mation to the security agents.”
Aduba said the  hoodlums
tried to truncate the relative
geace so far witnessed in Bauchi
tate, adding, however, that

“but as officers on oath, we re-'

main undeterred and on course
in our quest at ensuring an en-
during peace in the state”. ,
When contacted on tele-
Ehone, pastor in charge of the
CWA 2, Shuaibu Byal, who
is also chairman of the Bauchi
State Christian Pilgrims Welfare
Board, said they heard the ex-
plosion at about 5.00 am., add-

ing that it was a minor damage
thautrgas done to the fence of his

“The damage is very minor.
The explosion occurred at about
5.00 am. About 10 blocks could
be used in repairing the fence,”

he said.

Secretary of Sayawa Council
of Elders and Traditinal Rul-
ers, Tafawa Balewa and Bogoro
LGA, Bukata Zyadi, said the
attack was coordinated and
aimed at the Sayawa people.

He called on government to
act fast to stop the serial killing
of Sayawa ai)eople in the area.

Zyadi also called on secu-
rity agendies to investigate the
recent killings in the area by
bringing the culprits to face the
wraﬁio

anwhile, deafening gu
ots shattered the peace of
Olugbobiri  community in
Southern Law Local Govern-
ment area of Bayelsa State on

I

Saturday night when some
hoodlums invaded the pglatial
home of ex-militant command-

er, Africa Ukparasia (alias ‘Gen-
eral Africa’) and razed it down.
There was panic in the com-

munity as the people scampered
into near-by ae%i.; to take refuge.

Daily Independent gathered
that a policeman and an ex-mil-

itant youth guarding the expan-
sive building were I%illed g)?the
armed invaders who opened
fire on them.

It was learnt that the gunmen
arrived the community in three
speedboats at about 10.00 p.m.

They sped away after setting

| the massive building ablaze.

Africa was absent when the
armed invaders struck.

The attack on the home came
barely 24 hours after two sepa-

te explosions occurred near
ace Park, Yenagoa and Tom-
bja Bridge, in the Etegwe sub-
of the state capital.

éGunmen kill DPO, two soldiers, eight others in Bauchi

A source revealed that Africa
was one of the ex-militants who
allegedly declared that Bayelsa
State would be ungovernable
if the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) faﬁed to give its gov-
ernorship ticket to Governor
Timipre Sylva in the February
election.

According to the source, the
attack might have been targeted
at one of éylva’s foot soldiers.

But another source claimed
that the assault on Africa’s
home may not be unconnected
with the crisis rocking the fold
of ex-militant commanders fol-
lowing the release of an undis-
d sum of money to them
l()‘y the Presidential - Amnesty

ommittee,

Police Public Relations Offi-
cer for Bayelsa State, Eguavoen
Empkae, said he was yet to be
briefed by the divisional police
officer in charge of Olugbobiri
area.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

! work closely with Kano State to
: assist victims of the blasts cur-
rently on admission in various

oysgluﬂq;nsaiditism time

people also made contributions
 towards improving their security

nosing around fo establish the
Herecalled how Kano

He promisedba\e mir that

i ‘government will look into his
na}luest for deployment of more
. PO H

icemen in Kano to beef.up
in the state as well as
required strength of

Bayero, in his own remarks,

: also admitted that security is
: a collective effort “ex
i want to be consimed
: current wave of terrorism”.
i He re-echoed the request by
i Governor Rabiu Kwankw:
¢ of the state that 8,000 policemen

s ly inadequate for Kano
: angmssy eq

we

ythe
aso

demanded for more.
In the words of the Emir, the at-

! tacks were unfortunate and ugly.
: it

“T hope that those behin

: believe and fear God, the Emir-
: ate council would do its best to
: assist in the improvement of se-
 curity in the state, but the Feder-
: al Government should also play
: arole as the current stren;

of

Kano police is insufficient go-
ing by its estimated 10 million
pggu“%ﬁom 8300 policemen is
nothing to write home about,”
Bayero added.
Union (EU), the Unit-
ed Nations (UN), United Kingdom
Canadain statements

Secretary General of the UN,
Ban Ki-moon, condemned “in
the strongest terms” the series
of attacks in Kano, “which had

eted eight official buildings,
including several police posts,
the police headquarters and im-
migration offices”.

- The UN scribe said he was
“appalled at the frequency and
intensity of recent attacks in
Nigeria, which demonstrate a
wanton and unacceptable disre-
gard for human life”.

Spol rson for Catherine
Ashton, High Representative of
the European Union for Forei
Affairs and Security Policy,
condemned the attacks, con-
soling its victims and pledging
support for Nigeria in its battle
against terrorism.

“We will discuss with the Ni-
S eciuding ot ot osbean

s, including at our m-

: yminisoedﬁlfﬁgdialogue in early

, possible ways and con-

crete actions in support of peace,

security and development in the

country, particularly for the poor-

est communities,” the statement
from Ashton’s office said.

On his part, UK Foreign

Secretary, William Hague, de-
scribed the attacks as s%:lo_cking
and appalling.

In statement, Hague ex-

ressed his condolence to fami-
ies of those killed in the attack.

The statement reads in egart
“I am shocked and appalled by
the large scale terrorist attacks in
Kano, iﬁtﬁa yesterday. The full
horror of last night’s events is still
unfolding, but we know that a
greatmany %eaople have died and
many more have been injured.

“The nature of these attacks
has sickened people around the
world and I 'send my deepest
condolences and sympathies to
the families of those killed and
to those injured.

“There is no place in today’s
world for sugl\e barbaric acts andlg
condemn in the strongest possib
terns those who carried them out.

"I}memunderﬁgal&mim-'

e jtermational com-
R
face of terrorism in all its forms.”

Canadian Foreign Affairs
Minister, John Baird, in his own
reaction described Friday’s at-
tack as cowardly.

He exp: condolences of
the Canadian government, just
as he reiterate§ commitment of
his country towards addressing
issues of terrorism in Nigeria.

The statement reads in part:
“Canada unequivocally con-
demns these latest cowardly at-
tacks in Nigeria’s north.

“Onbehalf of all Canadians, I
offer my deepest sympathies to

I3

Emir of Kano weeps, Jonathan prom

the families and friends of those
killed and wish a speedy recov-
ery to those hurt by this sense-
less violence.

“We stand with the people
and government of Nigeria in
their effoorés to combat the vﬁi:)us

e of terrorism, bri ut
BRI

e.ll

anised Labour onelig art
described the attacks in Kano
as barbaric, insisting that “the
Federal Government has the re-
sponsibility to checkmate those
who are posing a real threat to
national security now”.

It also called on President
Goodluck Jonathan as the chief
security officer of the country to
“urgently proffer solutions on
how to fackle the Boko Haram
crisis as Nigerians are now mo;
apprehensive on their ",

resident of the Nigeria La-
bour Congress (NLC), Abdul-
waheed Omar, said “the mass
killing of innocent citizens in
Kano by Boko Haram is un-
called for, and so, the Federal
Government has the nsi-
bility to tackle the security chal-
lenges now because Nigerians
are l‘aﬁprehensive of their safety.

“We call on President Jona-
than, as the chief security officer
of the country to proffer solutions
to the embarrassing cluelessness
onhow to tackle the Boko Haram
aisis because, as it is now, the
crisis is not tied to religious indli-
nations and so, the government
should come out with initiatives

ises improved security

onhow to tackle it,” he said.

Omar added that, “Itis unfor-
tunate that innocent citizens are
the victims of spate of bombing-
in the country. These events
underline the importance of all
security agents of government
standing together in the face of
terrorism in all its forms”.

Also, the President General
of the Trade Union Con
(TUC), Peter Esele, while caﬁ]:isgs
on the Federal Government to
review its security apparatus in
the face of the challenging high
insecurity in the country, insisted
that government needed to re-

. raise new measure to com-
ap)

bat the nation’s security lapses.
“TUC expressed stﬁocﬁseasnd
sadness at the scale of the latest
attacks and the number of in--
nocent people who were sent to
their early graves, and condoled
with the families of the victims.
“We call on the Federal Gov-
ermnment to proffer new measures
to tackle tge nation’s security
challenges because if the attacks
are allowed to continue, Nigeri-
ans may loose confidence in the
ability of é\ovemmem, which is
to ensure the secunt'y and well-
beix)‘%]of the ditizenry,” he added.
“We urge the Federal Gov-
ernment to start off by calling a
national security summit to
attended Iders in the
country to help proffer solutions
to the crisis, while some form of
enFagement, instead of relying
solely on the uge of brute force,

which will not work.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

gtoday to offidially kick off the
: campaign.

owever, antagonists to

gave a

hin Yena-
e Bayelsa State capital, to
e party leadership
from turning up at the rally.
The Vice President is the head

 of the campaign committee.

However, no injuries were

irecorded in the Yenagoa blasts,
: which took place same day with
: heavy casualty.

the Kano bomb attack

to the
y can

without giving de-
held.

ina

The PDP in

To save its face, the

i statement by its National Pub-
:licity Secrefary, Rufai Ahmed
- Alkali, disclosed that the rally
‘was suspended in honour of
:persons who died and those
i who suspended injuries during

the Friday blast in Kano.

The statement said, “The PDP
National Campaign Committee
for the 2012 Gubematorial Elec-
tion in Bayelsa State under the

i hip of His Excellency
the Vice President, Arc. Muham-
mad Namadi Sambo, wishes to
announce the suspension of the
Grand Campaign Rally origi-
nally planned to take place at
Yenogoa, Bayelsa State on Mon-
day tﬁe 23rd January 2012.

is is in view of the sad
events that took place in Kano
on Friday 20th January 2012
during which many lives were
lost and several properties de-
stroyed. A new date will be an-
nounced later.

“Meanwhile, the Acting Na-
tional Chai of the Peoples

Democratic Party, ji Abuba-
kar Kawu Baral;(g};,AolfluLehalf of -

the National Working Commit-
tee and members of the pa.riy
nationwide wish to condole
the President of the Federal Re-

blic of Nigeria, Dr Goodluck
ggele Jonathan GCFR, over this
shocking event.

“Our%‘\earts g0 especially to
the Governor of Kano State,
Dr Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso,
the government and pecple of
Kano State over this harrowing

ience.

"May the gentle souls of all
those who died rest in perfect

ace and may God give the
amilies of all those who died,

ot wounded or lost prope

e strength to bear the loss wi
fortitude,” the statement added.

However, a d
source within the PD)
chy revealed that the party was
scared to death by the Elasts that
wentoff in broad daylight within
Yenagoa without anyone having
any trace of the perpetrators.

“You won't expect the party
, to take chances with the lives of
{mportant dignitaries expected

grace the event. The message
sént To the party is very dear;

hierar-

dable-

PDP cancels Bayelsa governorship rally

only a fool will ignore it,” said

e source.

The first explosion occurred
at Tombia area of Yenagoa on
Friday night when some per-
sons attempted to blow up an
iron bridge popularly known
as ‘colonial bridge’ which links
the Niger Deﬁa University,
Amasoma in Southern ljaw Lo-
cal Government Area to the
state capital.

Amasoma is the hometown
of the former Govemor of the
state, Diepreye Alamieyeseigha,
one of the major supporters of
Dickson.

The second explosion went
off almost the same time at the
Peace Park, opposite the Gov-
emment House, where a car
parked around the area went
up in flames.

Meanwhile, Sylva has urged
the Independent National Flec-
toral Commission (INEC) to
initiate proceedings at the Court
of Appeal in Abuja to'vacate the

ex-parte orderissued by the Fed-
eral High Court sitting in Abuja
mandating it (INEC) to put the
name of Seriake Dickson on its
list of governorship candidates
for the governorship poll.

Sylva, who described as “im-
moral, ungodly and pathetic the
said court order ined -b
fraud in the dead of the night”,
urged INEC to file an applica-
tion at the Appeal Court for a
stay of execution of the order
Kit;nding atll:ze determination of

a seeking to vacate
the sangeorder on acoount that
the action which, triggered it
amounted to an abuse of court/
judidal process and ought
not to have been entertained.
He believes that an appeal by
INEC would have a strong legal
footing since the subject matter
of the order sought and obtained
by Dickson was same as the one
before the Supreme Court and
therefore amounted to an abuse
of court/judicial process.
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