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Hausa/Fulani .

in Jos —Jang

By Onoja Audu
Correspondent, Jos

PLATEAU State Government

has reacted angrily to a sugges-
tion made at tﬁ%Zst conclgﬁed
- peace parley organised by the
Arewa Consultative Forum
(ACF) in Kaduna saying the
state cannot create separate

Reps extend
2011 budget
to March 2012

o Approve N31b virement
for ]fonathan

By Rotimi Akinwumi
Correspondent, Abuja

MEMBERS of the House of ‘

Representatives on Wednesday
extended”
budget to March 2012.
However, the extension as
pronounced by the House, will
only be applicable to funds
meant for execution of capital
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I "Debris from t eéstroyec"iﬁ T\bﬁses and shops at No 32 O
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gorhSo oaa, opposite Scala Cinema, Kaduna after the explosion ... on Wdesday.
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Inset: Suleiman Ibrahim, a victim of the blast.

killed, many wounded

5

in Kaduna explosion

By Abdulkareem Haruna, (Vaidu-

Anearlymomingexplosioninthe
northern Nigerian city of Kaduna
claimed several lives on Wednes-
day, but conflicting accounts trail
the source of the blast.

While eyewitnesses claim two
men on a motorbike, suspected
to be suicide bombers, deto-
nated an explosive wrapped in
a polythene bag, police sources
suspect it may have resulted
from a gas cylinder in one of the
shops in the affected area. The
casualty figure has been put

* Gunmen kill police Inspector in Maiduguri

Same-sex marriage: FGwams U.S,, UK,
others toleave Nigeriaalone™ 729> )

between 10 and 17 by different
sources.

This is coming barely 24
hours after the pan-Northern
socio-political group, Arewa
Consultative Forum (ACF),
rounded off its peace conference
in the Kaduna gtfate capital.

The incident took place at a
block of shops at No. 32 Ogbo-
moso Road, by Katsina Road,
opposite Scala Cinema, in the
centre of Kaduna metropolis.

The explosion razed more

than 10_shops, while others
were destroyed. -

An eyewitness told Daily
Independent that the explosion
took place at about 9.00 am.
when traders on the road were
settling down for the day’s busi-
ness.

_ The blast was felt about three
kilometers away, up to Cam-
eroun Road and the ever busy
Ahmadu Bello Road.

The impact of the blast left
several buildings and cars
packed in the vicinity de-
stroyed, with windows and ve-

hicles windscreens littering the
whole area.

Charred human bodies also
littered the area.

Human parts like heads,
hands and legs were scattered
in different directions.

Several people who sustained

different d of burns were
rushed to Rekiya Hospital at
Matﬁaiin Gari and St. Gerald
Catholic Hospital, Kakuri.

Dr. Mohammed Bello of the
Rekiya Hospital confirmed that
victims were brought in, adding

“ that they were in crtical condition.

Musa A. Lailah, Acting Zonal
Coordinator of the h%ational
Em?{%en Management Agen-
cy ( ), North West zone,
who led the rescue team to the
scene, said “reports reached
us that there was a bomb ex-
plosion and I contacted all the
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Assadsays only a “crazy”
leader kills his own people

Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad has denied order-
ing his troops to kill peaceful
demonstrators, telling the
U.S. television channel ABC
that only a “crazy” leader
kills his'own people.Assad
is under mounting interna-
tional pressure, including a
threat of sanctions from the

Arab League.
B 46 )

PDP stole my mandate
—Uglwi 1

Actually, I ran for the April :

2011 governorship election
on the platform of the Action
Congress of Nigeria (ACN) in
Benue State. Before that I was

and Entrepreneurship at
ifornia State University in

I took an unpaid leave of ab-
sence about a year ago to come
back to Benue on a rescue
mission, s ded by first,

le of Benue and my very
gggg friends, indudin’é the
current Minority Leader of the
Senate of the Federal Re
of Nigeria, Dr. George e,
former Senate President, Dr
Iyorchia Ayu, and lots of other
iends who prevailed upon

me on the need to come back :

: *ﬂ\d-garﬁdpate in rescuing Be- !
nue State.

! escape.
: ”lpecan confirm the death of
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. stakeholders, the Red Cross,
: Civil Defence, FRSC, and we
: ran here to provide the needed
: assistance.

“As at now, we don’t know

: the number of casualties but I
i can assure you that there are
: some

ple died.”
Leader of the Red Cross So-

: diety and his team confirmed to
: newsmen at the scene that seven
: bodies have been recovered.

However, two different ac-

: counts were given as to what
 actually led to the explosion.

!ow !uswam, Benue

Acoording to one Abdulwa-

: hid Awoniyi, two men came to
: the area on a motorbike parked
! in front of one of the shops and
 started asking for the ad of
: th(;i)lace.

e said it was while the shop

: &w;ner wasthanswering them
: that a bag they were carrying
: explodedgand brought down
, ¢ the whole building.

and still a professor of Market-

The report was also partly
: corroborated by another wit-

: ness, Emeka Udoji.
the United States of America. :

According to him, the two

¢ men on motorbike came in front

¢ of one of the shops and threw a

: bag into or}e of tl}e shops which
: immediate! .
the Almighty God, the good : y exploded

He said one of the attackers

: was immediately killed while
: the other suffered severe bums

: from the explosion.

. Sunday Anyigbobu, a shop
¢ owner who escaped the blast by
: the whiskers, said: “I just heard
i a sound, and I kept my hands
: on my head and the whole ceil-
ing fell on me but I managed to

: three people, one Igbo and two
: Hausa people living inside the
i compound. The Igboman’s
: name is Ebuka."

Another eyewitness, James

Eke, narrated his experience:
“We were standing this morm-
ing discussing, until we heard a
sound, I had to crawl to escape.
We were five and and the other
four died instantly.”

But the Kaduna State Police
Commissioner, Ballah Nasara-
wa, who immediately came to
the scene said, “It is'a sad indi-
dent; as at nc;w we are not sus-
pecting any foul play, you can
see th§t ch fire ispst!}Il }l;urning
but if you observe, it is where
they sell batteries and gas, so
we are suspecting that it is an
explosion from within not sabo-
tage from outside.

“As at now, there are casualties
but] cannot give you certain num-
bers until after investigations.

On his part, Coordinator
of Operation Yaki in the state,
Dangana Mamman, a reti
army Colonel, said: “We need
to be very careful ourselves; we
must make sure that we comb
our environment personally.

“Like what has happened
now, it is from somebody’s
shop. He came in the morning,
opened his shop and this thing

haPFened.

| cannot imagine that some-

body threw something. The al-

ﬁiaﬁon that le came on a
ike is still an allegation yet to

be confirmed.

“This thing was inside the
shop, the explosion came from
the shop. It is an explosion I can
confirm,” he said.

Media aide to Kaduna State
Governor, Reuben Buhari, who
also reacted to the blast said “it

was a cylinder of gas that ex- .

ploded and more so the sholr
ownet, we understand was sell-
ing motor bat’cexies.alm

“But we are appealing to peo-
ple in the state to remain calm,
as security agencies are on top
of the situation.”

But many of the traders de-
bunked the gas cylinder story.
Fabian ukwu, who was
devastated by the blast, said
“one.of the boys on the bike had
his body bumt and ran down
there 1 don’t know whether he
died or not, I cannot tell.

“There are two people on top
ofa t;ihke; I was outside chatting
and they were carrying some-
thing and that something they
were carrying exploded more
than five tlmegs P

“There were about four or
five generators around there so
immediately the thing explod-
ed, the generators exploded
also. They were passing and the
thing exploded on the bike.”

Kaduna State Police PublicRe-
lations Officer (PPRO), Aminu
Lawan, said “people in the area
are selling battery and gas but as
atnow the{:re unable to say ex-
actly what '

Aminu said the police anti-
bomb squad is dy on
gi:und, combing the area and

t investigation was already
on to ascertain What “actually
transpired. . -

The blast mainly affected
Igbo and Yoruba traders who
own shops in the area and it
took the combined gffolﬁ 'ogd the
security operatives oyed to
the lat{e t;())e calm the ggys}.,
Igbo-elect in Kaduna, Syl-
vanus Aneke, visited the sceneof
the blast and addressed the Igbo
community, calling on them to
remain calm and law abiding.

He assured that the govern-

ment would come to their aid.

Anekg\ condemned thﬁ é‘cg
saying the perpetrators shoul

understand that they are all Ni-
gerians and that whatever their

grievances are, taking the law

17 killed, many wounded in Kaduna explosion

into their hands will not solve

the problem.
Also, in Maiduguri, an In-
spector of Police with the Borno

State Police Command, Mu-
hammed Hanen, was rt-
edly attacked and killed by
own gunmen suspected
to be Boko Haram memb%xsedon
Wednesday

Hewassaid tohavebeenkilled
by the gang of about three mem-
bers, who laid ambush while he
was returning from ni uty
dose to Gwange Police Station
where he was serving,

This was coming on the heels
of unconfirmed stories that
some members of Boko Haram
were fished out among the po-_
lice recruits cutrently undergo-
}ng trainicxllg at the Police Col--.

e, Maiduguri. =~ e
egHowevex;gurfcleither the . state
police command nor the college
was forthcoming in confiriming
the story. :

State Police Commissiorier,
Simeone Midenda, said the late
Inspector Hanen was attacked
when he dlosed from night duty
and was returning to his house

unarmed. ‘

Although he could not ex-
actly confirm if Hanen's kill-
ers were members of the Boko
Haram sect, he said theif mode
of attack suggested so.

ly I t observed
that although the cases of bomb
blasts had dedlined in Maidug-
uri, the targeted killings of bo
security personnel and civilians
continue almost on daily,basis.
The Boko Haram last ‘week
warned that it would sustain its

Reacting 1o the blast, Nation-
al President of the Christian As- "

sociation ef Nigeria (CAN), Ayo
Oritsejafor, urged the police au-
thorities to get to the m of
the violence.

He believes that the security
agencies must now rise above
religious, ethnic and other pri-
mordial sentiments to dem-
onstrate their neutrality to the
whole world.

“I have continued to urge the
elite in the North to ensure that
the regime of uncertainty is put
behind us so that the country
can forge ahead to harness its
huge potentials for the benefit
of the generations yet unborn,”
Oritsejafor said.

The CAN president, who
was in the Kwara State capi-
tal, Horin, for the second quar-
terly meeting of Nigeria Inter-
Religious Council meeting on

Tuesday, aligned himself with

the position of the Catholic
Bishop of Sokoto, Matthew.
Hassan Kukah, and the Arewa -
Youths Forum who lampooned .
the Northern leaders over their
roles in the under-development-.
of the regjon.

According to him, “The prob->
lem with this country is that,
people are often ready to mouth
their commitment to peaceful
resolution of the mul{i—faceted
problems in the country while
their actions outside the glare
of klieg lights is at variance with
what they say.

“Day in day out people bla-
tantly tell the whole world that
the crises in the North is politi-
cal and economic, but the target
of the violence is always the
Christian folk.

“Can’t we co-exist in a coun-
try given to us by God Al-
miﬁl:aty? I think the elite class
in that part of the nation must
stand up to admit that there
is the urgent need for them to
honestly address these issues
frontally,” he stated.

Oritsejafor charged Northern
leaders to embrace peace for the
country's sake.
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