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Nigeria: Suicide Bomber Attacks Police Headquarters - Dozens
Killed, IG Escapes Death Over 74 Vehicles Destroyed
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Abuja/Enugu/Lagos — Boko Haram on
Thursday mounted Nigeria's first suicide attack
at exactly 11 a.m. in the heart of Abuja, tore
through police headquarters, killed dozens, and
destroyed over 74 vehicles, in a carnage that
solely targeted the Inspector General of Police (IG), Hafiz Ringim, who was nearly, nearly
murdered.

An Islamist slipped into town with two ladies to call his bluff.

Though the suicide bomber failed to get Ringim, the jihadist detonated the bomb, killed
himself, and others, plus the two ladies, and set the vehicles ablaze.

Boko Haram, the fundamentalist Islamic sect also known as the Nigerian Taliban, had on
Monday demanded the implementation of the Islamic Sharia legal code in 12 states in the
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North as part of conditions for dialogue with the
government.

That was in response to President Goodluck Jonathan's
overtures in New York last week that Abuja is willing to
hold talks with the jihadists in order to end the violence
concentrated mainly in the North.

Boko Haram also demanded the prosecution, under Sharia law, of some politicians,
traditional rulers, and security forces accused of responsibility for the extra-judicial killing of
its members since the sect began its uprising in 2009 - including its leader, Mohammed
Yusuf, killed in July that year after his capture by security agents.

Force Headquarters Public Relations Officer, Olusola Amoren, told a press conference in
Abuja on Thursday that the explosion was carried out by Boko Haram.

The blast came after Ringim vowed on Tuesday in Maiduguri to end the scourge of Boko
Haram, whose brand of Islam condemns Western education as sin.

Sources at police headquarters said the suicide bomber drove a Honda car and, against
regulations, trailed Ringim's convoy to the premises and attempted to park beside the
vehicle Ringim alighted from.

A police officer stopped the man from switching off the ignition, prevented him from coming
out of the car, placed him under arrest and asked him to drive to the general car park for
proper checking and identification.

The bomber was about to park the Honda when a police
traffic warden spotted three jerry cans in it. There were two
women in the back seat.

An Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP) in charge of
traffic, whose name could not be ascertained at press
time, had entered the vehicle, sat in the passenger seat
with the bomber driving, and directed him to the general
car park where the search was to be conducted.

With fully armed policemen approaching to take part in the
search, the bomber detonated the bomb, killed everybody within range, and injured scores of
others nearby.

An eyewitness recounted: "When he was told to remove his car from the IG parking lot, he
did not leave on time. He was apparently trying to detonate the bomb right there, but when
the policeman shouted at him, he moved to the general parking lot where the bomb was
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detonated."

A police source said Ringim's convoy to force headquarters had been a subject of
controversy on many occasions and if police officers insisted on routine check, they were
often resisted by civilians who claimed they were his visitors.

"We have had some of our men even sacked for trying to check some vehicles trying to
enter the premises. What they do is call one Oga who will say, 'Who are you not to allow so
and so to enter the premises?'

"In my presence like this a policeman's rank was removed and sacked. So it is an issue here
that we have been coping with."

The impact of the blast shook the huge police building to its foundation, shattered the
windows of Wing A and Wing B with the glasses piercing the bodies of policemen in the
offices.

Over 74 cars of police officers and visitors parked on the premises were consumed by the
fire of the blast.

National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA)
Director General, Muhammad Sani-Sidi, sent a rescue and
evacuation team to the scene, and ordered the use of
specialised equipment to put out the fire as well as body
bags to evacuate the victims.

Some vehicles were completely damaged.

Other agencies at the site included the Fire Service, the
Nigerian Security and Civil Defence Corp (NSCDC), the
military, the Red Cross, the police, and medical personnel.

As the fire was being put out, ambulances from NEMA, National Hospital, and Police Clinic
conveyed the dead and the injured to hospital.

Human parts scattered all over the scene were cleared into body bags by NEMA officials
and loaded into ambulances.

Some damaged but still movable cars were driven out of the premises splattered with blood
and human flesh.

In their attempt to cordon off the blast scene, usually overzealous policemen hindered local
journalists from covering the event but gave unrestricted access to foreign journalists.

Some journalists who could not find their way to force headquarters on time due to heavy
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traffic were delayed for hours at the gate by the policemen.

Two hours after the explosion, Amoren finally met with journalists hoarded into the
conference room.

Amoren blamed Boko Haram for the attack and pledged that the police will not be cowed by
the Islamic jihadists.

He reiterated the threat Ringim issued to the sect, saying the days of the sect are numbered.

He insisted that Ringim did not feel embarrassed by the brazen action and he will not resign
because of it.

By 1:20 pm, the dead and wounded had been completely
evacuated, except the suicide bomber whose charred
remains were left in the completely burnt vehicle.

Tissues of his brain dropped out of the cracked skull.

Earlier, the loud explosion shook the National Assembly
(NASS) complex and its environs followed by a thick
smoke that enveloped the bright morning sky.

Minutes later, shreds of human flesh, mangled bones,
burnt vehicles, and a thick smoke filled the air, and cries of agony erupted everywhere.

The vibration caused a panic at the NASS as people rushed out to see what had happened.
The Sergeant-at-Arms, police and other security agents tightened security in the area, shut
the main entrance gate, and searched incoming vehicles.

A few minutes later, fire fighter vehicles and NEMA vans blared sirens on their way to the
scene at Louis Edet House, joined by NSCDC and police anti-bomb squad personnel.

Apart from the vehicles on the premises, the windscreens of cars passing through Shehu
Shagari Way in front of police headquarters were smashed.

Wounded or traumatised children at a nearby crèche were rushed to Women Centre for
treatment.

The crèche was damaged and the window glasses of all adjacent buildings were broken by
the vibration.

At 5.30 p.m. when Daily Independent visited Aso Rock, tight security was noticed at the
entrance gate which soldiers guarded with AK-47 riffles.
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Traffic built up at the Supreme Court entrance to the Villa as motorists underwent extra
screening and questioning before being allowed in.

The Head of Surgery at Asokoro General Hospital, Sule Ahmed, said the condition of the
victims was stable.

Ahmed who is also the Coordinator, Federal Capital Territory
Emergency Medical Services, told reporters that nine mobile
policemen were brought to the hospital, the fourth time in a
year it would treat victims of bomb blasts.

One of the victims, Mohammed Azare, who was admitted at the National Hospital, was
brought out of the emergency unit after doctors stabilised him after about two hours.

Reacting to the incident, Senate President David Mark pleaded with the security agencies to
rise up to the challenge and end rampant bomb explosions in the country.

A statement issued by his Chief Press Secretary, Paul Mumeh, urged them to look inwards
and arrest the situation forthwith.
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DECISIVE SOLUTIONS The perpetrators of the violence and their sponsors must be punished.
That is the only way to deter future violence. If this had been done earlier, this violence would not
have happened in the first place. A comprehensive range of measures would be necessary in order
to stamp this evil out once and for all. These should include:
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1. Building security posts in the Sharia states
2. Stopping the manipulation of people using the Islamic religion
3. Re-education of vulnerable youth ... using special funds that used to go to the… [Read Full Text]
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Forfaka, @ Dear Excisionist,could you cut that bullshit please.It seems as if you have got a maggot
or something in your brain. Who told you that it is a sacrosanct that Nigeria must remain one entity?
There are nothing like good or bad muslims.Muslims are bad when they discard the Quran and its
teachings.They are good when they become Khomeini or Usama Bin Laden.Unfortunately bad
muslims are had to be found these days. Muslim are like leopards and they don't change their
spots. Those who declared Nigeria a muslim country and went ahead to impose sharia
un… [Read Full Text]
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