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Nigeria: Ibagwa, Ihakpu-Awka Crisis Claims Two
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Enugu — Two persons were feared killed, while others
reportedly sustained injuries in an outbreak of violence
between Ibagwa and Ihakpu-Awka communities in Igbo-Eze
South Local Government Area of Enugu State.

In another incident at Nsukka main town, abattoir operators clashed with government agents
who attempted to relocate them to a new area to decongest the Ogige central market in the
town.

Sources said the two persons, a young man and a
woman, were feared killed when the bloody communal
clash in Igbo-Eze South escalated last week.

However, Commissioner of Police, Enugu State
Command, Job Doma, who confirmed the clash of Ibagwa
and Ihakpu-Awka communities on phone, said that only
one person was killed.

Doma disclosed that four suspects had been arrested in
connection with the violence, which he said, erupted over
alleged menace of masquerades in one of the

communities.

The police boss however said the two traditional rulers of the
warring communities were summoned to his office, where they
were made to sign an undertaking that they would maintain
the peace and not allow their subjects to disrupt public peace
over a mere issue of masquerades. Similarly, there was
stampede at Nsukka on Wednesday as the butchers who wielded dangerous weapons
resisted attempts to relocate them and stopped government bulldozers from forcing them
out of the abattoir. Some policemen, who were deployed to maintain peace, reportedly
sustained injuries in the ensuing milieu.

It was however gathered that the action of the butchers in resisting the move by the Nsukka
council authorities to relocate them to the new market to decongest the main market had
lingered in the past few weeks.
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