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Five killed, police station burnt in Ekiti varsity crisis

WWH—WOHMOt hap-

youths. One of their Hilux vans
was set ablaze in the Tloka area
of the city.

Those who received seri-
ous gunshot wounds included
Michael Okimi, a teacher, now
recejving treatment in hospital
along with others. -

One Gbenga Osanipin was
shot in the head, which caused
serious damage to his brain.

Ar;other Vichm, 1de1illﬁﬁed
simply as Gbenga, was shot in
the gtgmach .

Tension flared as soon as the
protesters, who were said to be
conducting themselves peace-
ful, heard that four of them had

been killed by the police.
The Ifaki %ldﬁi%g\uo-Lokoja

highway and the road between
Iluom'éa and E_{o!e—%’ﬁ were
barricaded, whi isrupted
free flow of traffic Commuters
were trapped for several hours

Ikole gouncil workers desert-
ed their offices and ran for their
lives as protesters engaged the
policemen, who fired gunshots
to disperse them ‘

The protesters threatened that
the matter would snowball into
a (:grnlnuréailk1 clas}tlh between Ikole
and Qye-Ekitiff the Federal Fx-
ecutive Coundil (FEC) fails to re-
scind is resolufion on where the
university should be located.

They allnfﬁed thatamember of
the National Assembly (NASS)
from the state used his connec-
tion it Aso Rock to thwart the ef-
forts of the community over the
university, saying the attempt
would be resisted by the peoplg

Ikole  Coundl™ Caretaker
Chairman, Biodun Akin-Fasae,
and a member of the state As-
sembly representing the com-

munity, Adebayo Morakinyo,
. displayed the pellets of bullets

used by the police in an action
they described as barbaricand a
show of shame.

They said such flagrant dis-

-of-“n ° ldbehegfe tt(\Jeonathan)al’i:; the served Zd meal gu‘.xt nothilng had
mad society agains resident nation and not  happened to them when re-
&eenpeoplewﬁwem % y that of a political party. And if porters vigi ol
protesting amatter thatborders  this is the thinking in Aso Rock,  gate was | and no student
on their collective destin I believe that the matter willbe ~ was allowed in or out. Efforts to
Akin-Fasae added: “The uni-* addressed and the university speak with the Principal of the
versity was wrongly relocated  will come back to our peo&{ie." school failed.
to Oye-Ekiti by the FEC. Ekiti PolicePublicRelationsOfficer, The rumour spread to other
people, and ~ specifically the Jimoh Mohammed, confirmed  schools in the city, such as Sal-
people of Ikole, did not %u%t the protest, but added that, “We ~ vation Arm Primary School,
a versity, but the Fed-  are still expecting reports from  Yemetu; lamic ~ Mission

eral Government gave us one.

“A team of experts came from
the National Universities Com-
mission (NUC) in company of
the Minister of State for Educa-
tion, Kenneth Gbagi, and they
okayed the site in Ikole-Ekiti,
which (Fayemi) was favourably
disposed fo.

“Just last week, (Fayemi) paid
over N1.5 million to the surveyors
doing the layout of the proposed
siteandevenourlocal government
here has spent over N8 million on

licity, ‘and all the academia of

le-Ekiti origin have been mak-

ing efforts to ensure a smooth take
of the university.

“As we were doing these, the
Federal Government did this to
us and the police acted worse by
killing our pev(\)})le for fighting a
just course. We are very opti-
mistic that President Goodluck
Jonathan will do what is jus

- by rescinding the FEC’s dedi-

sion and locate the university in

_ Ikole to prevent further crisis.”

Morakinyo condemned the
killings and flayed the action of
the Federal Government, say-
ing it should have taken Fayemi
into confidence before making
the dedision. ‘

His words: “Look at what
happened in Kogji State, Gov-
emor Ibrahim Idris located that
of Kogi in Lokoja, which was an
indication that he had an input
on the location just like other
Governors.

“But I begin to wonder
when some people say that
(Faﬁemi) does not have a say
in the matter.

fainted after takm%l

Iole divisional headquarters,
SO0 we cannot comment now
on whether some people were
killed or not.” - , '

There was also panic in Iba-
dan on Thursday, as parents
withdrew their wards from gov-
ﬁent schools oveé- allg%e‘:i

poisoning 0State Gov-
emment officals 8}' kill children
for rituals to ensure a successful
Governorship vote in April.

But the allegation was dismissed
by Education issioner Nure-
ni Adeniran, who moved round
schools to allay fears, :

He d%criged the allegation
as a wicked rumour by political
opponents.

e state government said
it has nothing to do with the
meal, stressing that the present
administration has not been
serving meals in government
schools since its inception about
four years ago.

Re%ardless, parents stormed
schools demanding the release
of their wards following alleged
poisoned food served pupils by
government agents. :

It was alleged that an uniden-
tified govemnment agent vis-
ited Wesley Primary gchool in
Elekuro to serve rice and Maca-
roni to the pupils, two of whom
the meal
and were rushed to hospital.

Like Harmattan fire, the news
spread across Ibadan, resulting in
parents besieging the schools to
withdraw theirwards, an attempt
the school authorities resisted.

PupilsatAdekileHighSchool,
Ofita Aperin, were reported!

Schoool, Beere; CAC Pri
School, Olugbode; and others in
Mokola and Sango. - )

Parents threatened to destroy
the schools’ gates to withdraw
their wards.

Afterhistour of some schools,
Adeniran, the Education Com-
missioner said: “The attention
of the Oyo State Government
has been drawn to a malicious
rumour making the rounds that
(it) is feeding students with poi-
sonous food, a situation that is
intended to insult the psychol-
ogy of the citizenty,

"1t is abundantly clear that
the state government is not
feeding any student, whﬁer g

rimary or second ools,
gzith any food whaggever. The
rumour is the handiwork of
political opponents who know
that they cannot win through
legitimate electoral process.”

Adeniran discosed that the
government has alerted the se-
curity agents to fish out the ru-
mour mongers while investiga-
tion is going on. -

“The state government has
banned selling of food by ac-
credited school vendors in our
public schools and urged par-
ents and guardians to provide
food for their children and

‘wards from home.”

He stressed that the govern-
ment is irrevocably committed
to the growth and develo
ment of ﬁ:g state and its people,
and will not be deterredp by the
“wicked and malicious activi-
ties” of rumour mongers among
political opponents.
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