PHCN Cables
Electrocute
40 In Port Harcourt

eAs Rainstorm Wreaks Havoc
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am. till 12.38 pm. on Saturday.

An eyewitness recounted
to Sunday Independent that the
victims got electrocuted while
walking  past the drenched
road. ‘

Hesaid atleast25 others were
critically injured and have since
been ta.{en to the hospital.

“The tragedy occurred when
a thunderstorm accompanied
by a downpour struck’ down
a tension line belonging to the
PHCN (Power Holding Com-
pany of Nigeria) in the indus-
tria?’ haven of the city,” the eye-
witness said, adding that con-
struction workers have started
rescue operation.

Most of the dead were chil-
dren, Sunday Independent gath-

ered.

Officials of the Power Hold-
ing Company of Nigeria
(PHCN) and {op government
officials rushed to the scene to
cut off power supply, an inter-
vention that eyewitnesses said
saved several other lives.

The PHCN, meanwhile, had
opened investigation into Sat-
urday’s snapping of its high-
tension wire in the city, hours
after the incident.

John Onyi, a Senior Public
Relations Officer of PHCN in
Port Harcourt, told newsmen
that the wire snapped follow-
in%_la heavy downpour.

e said the company had iso-

lated the O?' igha and Slaugl£1-
ter areas of the city where the
wire broke to save lives and

erty. .

Pr("i}})le ivers State Police Com-
mand’s s%(;keswoman, Rita
Innoma-Abbey, a Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police (DSP),
confirmed that the police recov-
ered 10 bodies, but noted that
the death toll was still being
counted. She also said 12 per-
sons were in critical condition at
press time. The dead bodies, In-
noma-Abbey said, were depos-
ited at the Braithwaite Memorial
Hospital in Port Harcourt.

An angry Rivers State chap-
ter of the Action Congress (Ag)
pilloried PHCN over the inci-
dent. The party’s spokesman,

Eze Chukwuemeka, said in a
text message that the deaths
would have been avoided if the
agen
sure that their facilities were in
good shape.

The party called on the state
éovemment to probe the inci-

ent to ascertain the extent of
PHCN's culpability.

The party, however, sym-
pathised with the families of
those whose relatives were af-
fected. -

The state government how-
ever claimed only 10 lives were
lost and that it would make
efforts to give medical care to
those injured.

The Commissioner for Infor-
mation, Ibim Seminitari, said in

had taken steps to en-

alive radio programme that the
ﬁ;)vemment was unhappy over

e occurrence.

Earlier, Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of Rivers State, Mag-
nus Abe, visited the scene of the
incident and the hospital to as-
sess the degree of damage.

T}i:)iu h a construction wic:ﬁk-
er told Su Independent that
he counte?ldt% dead bodies at
about 4.20 p.m., Abe told report-
ers that the police and the hos-
pital management confirmed
only 10 persons dead. -

He reiterated that govern-
ment will pick the bills of all
those injured in the incident,
notin; t efforts were being
made by government to contact
the famihes of the deceased.
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