| Cult War Claims Two Lives
inBayesa

By Emma Gbemudu-

Snr Correspondént, Yenagoa

" AT least two lives were lbst
on Wednesday night in- Oka-

ka eommunity in. Yenagoa,
Bayelsa State. Tvgg uiarﬁng
cult groups enga selves in
a gu%l baﬁe éaf

four hours.

could not be ascertained at
press time. :

The war which generated
panic and tension among resi-
dents of the area also resulted
in  gun-injuries on over 10
suspected cult members_ be-
lieved to have gone into hid-
ing where they are receiving
medical treatments.

‘Inhabitants of the com-
munity could not sleep due
to the sound of the gunshots

. fight L 0
ewitness - account told

lasted over
Identities of the deceased

that rented the air during that

Daily - Independent that the

* cause of the battle might not-

be unconnected with the usu-
al ‘supremacy. war between
the rival groups.

. When “our correspondent
visited the scene of the inci-
dent’ on Thursday . morning,

. pellets littered on the dusty

gljound as residents were seen:
iscussing in groups. .

" Some policemen were also
spotted patrolling in the vi-
cini

Sofa:,noarfesthasbeenef- g

fected by the police.

A resident and civil servant
living in the area, who plead-
ed anonymity, called for the
presence of the
eratives of the ?0

fice and op- -
e

Task Force (JTF) in the-area.-
He urged security opera- -

tives to get rid of cult mem-

bers other criminal ele-

-ments residing in the area. * -

According to the residerit,
security ‘has been very po-
rous-in Amarata as all sorts
of ciexsons with questionable
background squat in it. '

Cult wars " have claimed
several lives in Yenagoa in re-
cent years.

When contacted, Police

" Public Relations. Officer in

the state, Solomon Omoeniin
(ASP), ' confirmed the inci-
dent, but said a victim was
rushed to the Federal Medi-
cal Centre (FMC) .Yenagoa,
where he died later.
Omoemin disclosed that
the police authorities are s%ll
investigating the matter. .




