Police, Okada

By Gbenga Faturoti
CorresPONDENT, Osogbo.

OnSunday April 5th, 2009, violent clash erupted
in the ancient city of Ile-Ife, Osun State. The dlash
broke out between the i:)\lice and commercial
motorcyclists popularly known as Okada riders

- during which five persons were allegedly killed
and about twenty others severely injured. '

The Moore Aréa Commander office of the police
was bumt while part of the State Security Service

(SSS) office in Le-Ife located few metres to the

Police station was also affected.

There was destruction of property across ther
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length and breath of Ile-Ife and Xeo
running helter-skelter for safety. All the major
streets of the ancient town were deserted when
reinforcement of anti-riot policemen from the
- MOPOL 39, Osogbo entered Ile-Ife as they were
shooting into the air sporadically to scare away

le.
pe'(l)’ﬁe involvement of some youths known as
*Great Ife’ (those
protracted Ife/Modakeke communal war) made
the situation worse. Majority of these youths were
said to be members of Okada riders in the town.
The violent crisis between the Okada riders and
police broke oyt in the state when accusations and
counter accusations was the order of the da
between the ruling par%sPDP) and jts arch rival,
-Action Congress (AC). The PDP had accused the
AC of planning to diggupt the peace of the state if
the Court of Appeal Judgment did not go in its
favour while the AC denied the accusation saying
it was figment of the PDP, )
e AC on its own said it has uncovered plans
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.[,.,\\J‘;:IL' RTTEITN ;u.-;e. v
ietails of the couse of the crisis were not
[y kinvi but if was gathered that it
was as a resuit of disagreement between the
comimercial motoreyclists” operators in the town
and the volice,. 77 ’ :
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oo 61 policemen were said to have
gone to conduct a raid on some beer and hot drink
joints at Iremo in the ancient city during which a
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that assisted in prosecuting the -
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heated argument ensued as the police wanted to
use the opporhmjty to extort money from the
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fisticutfs between the police and thowe svou
in order to suppress the situation, th policesner
shot severally into the air to scare people but
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- unfortunately a strgy bullet allegediy hit one of

_ the Okadii opetators who were somie few metres A

away from the seene. The Okaila rider was a victim
of the gunshot was said to have given up the ghost

instantly.

_casualties were recorded and the

lash That Claimed Five

s Moronike

The development sparked off violent protest
from the commercial motorcyclists operators in
the tosep svhe mohitized their members from

Y tajoin in the sgrueple,

i anattompt 1o douse the situation through
reinfarcement of more troop from the MOPOL 39
and police stations from neighbouring towns to
ile-Ife and Osogbo, the state capital, more

increased to five asat the last count.

Seme of those that sustained injuries during the
fracas were rushed to the Obafemi Awolowo
University Teaching Hospital Complex

death toll

Lives In Ile-Ife

- (OAUTHC,) Ile-Ife and Seven-Day Adventist

. adding that the killing

L

cflll;osupital , lle-Ife while others were taken to private
cs.

The angry Okada riders stormed the More Area
Command Office and unleashed terror on the
policemen on duty in retaliation for the killing of
their member. All'the policemen on duty at first
instance fled the station for safety which gave the
Erotesting Okada riders the opportunity to wreck

avoc on the station.

Unconfirmed report said one of the policemen
on duty was killed but the State Police Public
Relations Officer, Mr. Clement Akinola, denied the
report that the commands lose any of its men to

While ing further, Akinola said that the

licemen have to apply minimum force when
5?2 situation was hg out of hand for them
of the Okada rider was not
deliberate stressing that the command has
commenced investigation into the crisis.

The State Commissioner of Police, Mr. John
Moronike, said that normalcy has returned to the
ancient town of Ie-Ife, explaining that three
policemen that caused the crisis initially have been

arrested and were being investigated in line with

the directive of the Inspector al of Police

| (IGP), Mr. Mike Okiro, who it was gathered has

ordered r full investigation of the crisis.
Condemnations have continued to trail the crisis
which claimed five lives and twenty others
injured. The Deputy National ‘Chairman
(Southwest) of the National Conscience Party)
Chief Amitolu Shittu, decried the attitude of the -
policemen who he said are found of extortion
despite their improved saluv and lawances.
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that bad eggs within e oo mest Lo
‘out s0 as to bring sanity te the csiabiistvnent for
the sustainability of the democracy.

“The nation’s democracy cannot witness any
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. drastic change without the change in attitide of * -

the policemen in the country. The policemén ate ™ -

the most corrupt in the nation’s setting and if this
is not checkmated; it will not-auguy. well for this.
nation, hersaid.. - . .. 7,



