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Breaking News:    

Bloody Easter: 16 Militants, Naval Rating Killed In
Bayelsa

*37 Perish In Auto Crashes

By Emma Gbemudu (Yenagoa) and Dele Moses (Ilorin)

Road accidents claimed at least 37 lives in Ilorin
and Katsina on Sunday, besides the 24 who died in
Kano and Owerri in the run up to Easter.
And tragedy hit Igbomotoru and Nembe in Bayelsa
State, where 16 militants and a Naval rating were
killed between Sunday night and Monday morning
in gun battles with the Joint Task Force (JTF).
Ten militants, two Naval men, and one soldier
were injured in the attacks, in which the JTF sank
four speed boats belonging to armed youths.
It was learnt that 20 militants travelling in six
boats were returning from their hide-out after
robbing and raping victims in Okilo creek,
Igbomotoru.
Based on a tip off, JTF personnel were on the alert
as the militants closed in on their location and fired
gun shots as troops defended an Agip facility and
themselves at Tebidaba flow station.
JTF Spokesman, Rabe Abubakar, said the JTF
returned fire, resulting in the sinking of four boats
belonging to the militants.
He added that "the leader of the militants,
Ogunbos, was responsible for attacks and
destruction of houseboats belonging to Daewoo
Nigeria employees stationed at Igbomotoru
working for Agip.
"This and other heinous crimes committed by
(Ogunbos) and his unpatriotic men made the JTF -
being a custodian of security of life and property in
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the Niger Delta - to pledge to trail him and
apprehend him, so as to serve as a deterrent to
others.
"However, our actions are not retaliatory but for
enforcing peace and order in the region."
Abubakar noted that another attack on Monday by
another militant group, led by Kitikata and Fara
Dagogo, at a Nembe facility owned by Shell was a
reprisal against the killing of the eight militants.
He said a Naval man was killed, two received
inquiries, and the attackers stole four speed boats
belonging to Shell.
He disclosed that the JTF is hunting for the
militants "who would pay dearly in the event of
any other attack on locations and economic
facilities, as we have resolved to carry out a
decisive and appropriate response within the
provision of our mandate."
Twenty four deaths in the road accidents took
place at Kanbi village near Ilorin when two buses
collided in trying to avoid hitting a commercial
motorcyclist. Ten passengers received injuries.
An eyewitness said the accident occurred at the
night when the motorcyclist crossed the road.
Federal Road Safety Commission (FRSC) officials
from Jebba rescued the survivors and evacuated
the dead.
In Katsina State, 13 members of a family,
including women and children, died in an accident
at Dungun-Ma'azu village on the Funtua-Dandume
Road.
They were returning from a wedding in Minna.
Eye witnesses said the tyre of their vehicle got
burst and led to the crash Only the driver and the
conductor survived.
Abdulbasir Kafinta, who lost his wife and daughter,
described the incident as an act from Allah.
Six other persons died in another road accident on
Saturday in Malumfashi, Katsina State.
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