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Breaking News:    168 Killed In Stampede At Indian Hindu Temple

Three-year-old Baby Burnt To Death In Minna

By Chinwendu Nnadozie, Reporter, Minna

A three-year-old girl, Hassana Masaud, was on Friday burnt to death in
the Tunga area of Minna, the Niger State capital, when fire gutted the
house in which she was sleeping.
The immediate cause of the fire outbreak was not known at the time of
filing this report, but neighbours to the deceased's family said the fire
could be traced to electrical fault in one of the rooms in the compound.
The mother of the diseased, Hajara Saharatu Masaud, according to
investigations, had left the girl sleeping in the room to fetch firewood for
the evening meal only to return to meet the house on fire, with the baby
trapped inside.
All efforts by neighbours to rescue the child proved abortive as the fire
burned intensely and spread rapidly through the entire compound.
Eyewitness accounts on the incident were varied. While some said the
fire started from a room occupied by some members of the National
Youthe Service Corps (NYSC), others claimed poor electric wiring caused
the fire. Yet, some held that it might have emanated from the kitchen.
When the father of the girl, Mallam Habibu Masaud, a trader, who was
at the market as at the time of the incident, got hints of the
development, he was said to have rushed to the scene, but he could not
do anything to save little Hassana, who at the time the fire was brought
under control, had been was burnt beyond recognition.
Meanwhile, the family has called for assistance from the state
government considering the loss of virtually all their life savings in the
inferno.
Habibu lamented the loss, but took consolation in the fact, "Only Allah
has the power to give or take life. My daughter is gone, no one can
replace that. I call on the good people and government of Niger State to
come to the aid of my family as we have lost all that we ever owned."
Chairman of Chanchaga Local Government Area, Alhaji Nuhu Gumna,
has visited the bereaved family and donated some items to them.
Gumna, who prayed for the repose of the little girl's soul, made a
donation of seven bags of rice, five bags of maize, and some bundles of
wrapper to victims of the fire.
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