23 Killed As Trans-
border Bandits,
Cults Invade
Adamawa, C'River

e Three Killed In
Calabar Cult War

By Sule Lazarus and
Bassey Inyang

. Anarchy ruled in Ganye, head-

quarters of Ganye Local Govern-
ment Area of Adamawa State, at
the weekend when trans-border
bandits invaded the popular
Ganye International Cattle Market.

At the end of the operation, no
fewer than 20 persons, includin
one policeman and scores of loca
hunters were killed.

The daredevil robbers stormed
the market Saturday afternoon and
operated for several hours, leaving
many persons dead while scores
received gunshot injuries.

An eyewitness told Daily Inde-
pendent in Ganye, a three-hour
drive from Yola, that the bandits
numbering over 20 stormed the -
market and shot sporadically and
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indiscriminately into the air, a

development that caused stam-

Eede not orily in the market but
anye town.

The eyewitness said the
market's vigilante group, how-
ever, confronted the rampaging
bandits whose firepower
proved superior. , -

The eyewitness, who nar-
‘rowly escaped death, stated that
real drama commenced when
“the robbers, after the operation,
wanted to escape in their wait-
ing vehicles and the entire mar-
ket men and women, who had
@vercome their initial fears,
= ged and-pursued them.

Amother round of indiscrimi-
nate shooting ensued and
within a short period corpses
were lying all over the place.”

Said he, “Even some people.
who attempted to block tﬁg rob-

bers’ vehicles were crushed to -

death, while the robbers mean-
dered through the market and
escaped.”

Adamawa State Police Com-
mand confirmed the robbery in-
cident on Sunday. The
command’s spokesperson,
Altine Daniel (ASP), stated that
about 11 persons were killed on
the spot, among them one police-
man and one robbery suspéct.

She disclosed that the mobile
handset of the dead suspect was

- found, adding that it will assist
the police in tracking down the
robbers.

Meanwhile, Residents of Cala-
bar, Cross River State capital, are
now gripped with fear following
the. upsurge of cult-related
clashes that claimed at lcast three
lives in the last one weck.

Many law-abiding, cv'rrcie i
the city are receiving i1 e tnent
for various injuries ittt on

- them by the gangsters.

: The most affected arcais C ala-
bar South Local Government
Area, where youths within the

. agesof16to 30 attack themselves

. atwill with dangerous weapons -

. including sophisticated guns.

: The state Police Commis-
sioner, Mr. Emmanuel Ezeozue,

. - who issued a statement to con-
demn the cult war, said the po-
lice have established that the
warring gangs enjoy the support
and protection of influential
people in the state.




