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ﬂ Four Killed, 20 Arrested As JTE
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not panic because soldiers

will protect them. »
What provoked the attack

from the: gunmen was not

clear at press time.

Governor :Rotimi Amaechi is
adamant that he will not nego-
tiate with them.

July had recorded fierce
un duels between unidenti-
ied gangs and the JTF, as well

as attacks on oil installations
in what analysts believe were
a backlash of President
Umaru Yar’Adua enterin
into a military deal with Brit-
ish Prime Minister, Gordon
Brown, to quel insurgency in
the deep South.

In an early morning raid on
July 25, the JTF killed 12 mili-
tants and arrested 48 others in
Bayelsa and Rivers States.

roops had carried out a
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But what i$ known is that -

cordon-and-search operation
to apprehend the master-

minds of the recent killing of

three soldiers and four civil=
ians:in the coastal areas of
Bayelsa.

“Five corpses were recov-
ered by the search parties
raised by the JTF and the
state government.

Findings at 93 Battalion,
Effurun, headquarters of JTF
Op RH, showed that 25 mili- -
tants were arrested durin
the operation, during whicé

omes were also burnt.

Those arrested were kept
in the custody of JTF OF;)
Flush Out 111 in Elele, Port:
Harcourt. 3

.Meanwhile, the JTF, in the:
incident in Rivers State, ar-
rested 23 militants and illegal
oil bunkerers in the Elele,
Alimini and Rumuji commu-
nities. .
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Gunmen Clash In P’Harcburt 1

The raid was jointly car-
ried out by troops from
Operation Flush Out III,
based in Rivers State and
Operation Restore Hope,
based in Delta State.

Over 30 armed men had

on July 11 invaded a road,
camp belonging to Julius

Berger and abducted two
German natjonals after kill-
ing asoldier. . °

he camp, located near
the Rumuji police station,
came under heavy attack
as the expatriates arrived
for work with military es-
corts.

The gunmen later es-
caped through the creeks
with the German hostages.

But a source recalled
that troops had arrived at
the communities at about
1 a.m, Had e

reas sus-

gkilling of fivg
apere seriou,

Eected to. harbour oil
unkerers and cult gangs

He said the raid might%nave
been carried out based on in-
formation that cult members
and militants were operating

. in the three communities.

At least seven houses were
raided in Alimini, including
one which went up in flames.

Several drums of stolen
fuel and condensatestored in

- the compound caught fire
when troops tried to destroy
the containers. But no life was
lost. :

Soldiers also raided an-

other major bunkering loca-
tion in Rumuekpe and ar-
rested suspects.

On July 16, a similar gun
fighting ensued between the
militants and the. JTF in
Bonny, culminating’in the
eyeral others
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