Militants Attack Naval Patrol In Bonny,

By Ubokikwan Gabriel .
- ReporTER, Port Harcourt

About four naval men work-
ing on board two naval sea ves-
sels were feared dead in an en-
counter with militants on Mon-

day night.

Bai y Independent gathered
that apart from losing four men
to the armed bandit, the Navy
also lost one of their gun boats
to the militants.

According to sources, the mili-
tants’ attack was a reprisal to the
intervention of the members of

the Joint Task Fore (JTF) in a
robbery attack @ a bank in
Bonny, earlier on Yonday,

It was gatheredthat the rob-
bers considered the]TF's disrup-
tion of the robberyincident as a
disgrace and rewganised to
storm Bonny withweapons that
are Ttnlwore S0] hisﬁmth .

e naval men vith gunboats
initially repelled the bandit.

Eyewitness accwunt revealed

that the militant responded

~ Four Feared Dead

with barrage of weapons that
resulted in the death of the four
uniformmen.

Acivilian who was reportedly
hit by stray bullets also died
from the encounter.

It was further revealed that
having overpowered tI?e naval
men, the militants took posses-
sion of one of their gunboats,
while and other equip-
ment in the other boat were
transferred to the one they took

passion of.

The Rivers State Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, DSP Rita
Abbey, while confirming the in-
cident, denied that said that four
naval personnel died in the en-
counter, although he confirmed
that the militants launched an
attack on the naval gunboats, he
said it was while they were try-
glegtoescapefrommebankro

ry.

He admitted too that the
hoodlums overpowered tt}}}le
navy gunboats and overran the
ofﬁvc};rs on board.



