mportation To Local
-Pmduchon Okonkwo

ofricein Cotonou issold
. for N6, ({X) V\ﬁ\y should it be selling for
-~ N12,000ih

Nigeria? Why can'titbe for |
the satne N6, can't they even.
cometongenafobuy?Ihsbecauseof ,
certain pleconhnue

puttingon N genaw makes the rice
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Transcorp Alleges Fraud At
NITEL

Transcorp, 51 per cent owners of.

NITEL, confirmed on Thursday, that

its team of ‘accountants, which has -

been poring the accounts of the first
national telephone network operator
has discovered what it refers to as a

major fraud.
BUSINESS {,.‘1

Recalling Mikel Could Be -
‘ Counterproductlve Lulu
- ‘Hope of Super Eagles and Chelsea:
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Fire explosion on an oil pipeline at egun, Lagos ..

.on Thursday Inset Sandals of ﬂeemg pupzls of I]egun Commumty Przma School
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: Yar’Adua Stops
Freebies For

NASS,

By Oluyinka Akmtunde
g Ass'r Busmsss EDITOK, Abu;a

Pres1dent Umaru Yar’Adua

- has directed that no ministry, de-

partment and agency (MDA)
should RI rovide financial support
for the National Assembly or its -

- committees for oversight func-

tions:
He also dmected a]l hrCrIlhlef Ex-

nandial assistance to Ministers

8 ‘and ministries;

The duechves are contained in
‘ 'Continu_és on A2
Senate Summons
Anenih, George,

B Yuguda, Agagu,

i Over N1.3tr
 Transport Budget

By -Adstiiti Fn'aaa P PR 7o
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100 Die In Lagos Pipeline Fire

H Continued from Al

| Senior Secondary School
| Three (SSS III) students writ-
i} ing their Agricultural Science
il paper in the West Africa

chool Certificate Examina- -

il tion (WASCE) and their super-
! visors left the hall and fled for
i| safety. Some received injuries.
il By 5 p.m., 10 fire engines of
the Lagos- State Emergency

it and Fire Services had run out,
ﬁff‘:/ater trying to put out the-

mno T

Hannah Udoh, a resident of
I confirmed that man
of her neigh
because “nobody wants to risk
|| his or her live.”" -
| Oladeye said most of the stu-
dents died trﬁ\g to escape to
safe points, while others famted
il or received injuries when the
|| fence of their school collapsed
|| as they tried to scale it.

Some survivors were
taken to the General Hospi-

. tal, Isolo and Igando. Others

took refuge at the palace of
the Oba of Jjegun to wait for
their parents. :

liegun is notorious for such
pipeline fire, which always
cost lives.

A separate pipeline explo-
sion near Victoria Island last
year.also resulted in the
death of several people.

The Lagos State Govern-
mént on Thursday expressed

. sympathy to.the bereaved
have fled, famlﬂes

gh Home Af-
fairs Commissioner, Tunde

,B_alqgun,’ who s%)ke along-

side Governor Babatunde
Fashola’s Information Ad-
viser, Segun Ayobolu.

A statement issued by
Fashola’s Media Assistant,
Hakeem Bello, quoted

Balogun as saying that “all
hands are still on deck as
the fire is still raging and
may take some more hours
be%re it is finally put out
considering the fact that
E:trochemical fire may not
easy to put out.”
Speaking on telephone
later, Bello said the atfected

families have been moved:

to a relief camp set up by

- the local government
headquarters on the direc--

tive of Fashola.

InfonhaﬁonandSh‘ater
Adviser, Segun Ayobolu,

id emergency services of-
ficials have formed a protec-
tive foam against the spread
of the fire.

The LASEMA and the
Lagos State Ambulance
Serviees AMBUS) are
treating those with minor

. age.

injuries. :

Those with major injuries
have been transferred to hos-
pitals.

Fire fighting trucks from
the Nigerian National Petro-
leum %orporation (NNPC)
and Julius Berger have also
]bf:ri;\ed theeffort to put out the

Ayobolu-said the govern-
ment sympathises with the
victims, and would do every-
thing to minimise the dam-

Bello appealed to the pub-
lic to be calm, and to refrain
from reacting to the accident
inany way that could lead to
an escalation of the casualty

figures.
%furged residents and on-

lookers not to block the road
to prevent rescue agencies
from reaching the victims.

1Yar’ Adua Avvoints Farida Waziri FFCC Chairman



