10killed in Ebonyi/Benue boundary dispute

OLLOWING ' the
boundary dispute
between Ngbo in

F

Ebonyi State and Agila in -

Benue State, about 10 persons
have been allegedly killed
within two months in Ngbo,
Ebonyi by Agila people.
The boundary dispute
which has been on for over 50

years now was in the recent .. .

months  beginning  to
enerate blpody . crisis:
et eenﬂ}kelzlrb vsftates which
to the killing of 10 persons.
including a pregnarit woman
in Ngbo, Ebonyi State, <
The Nation gathered that the
two communitiés for over
five decades had been living
in
market, fetchéd. the same
stream water, attended the:
same schools, and they as well
engaged-in inter-communal
marriages. -
An ﬁfgbo woman, :Mrs...
Nneka Nwaro told The Nation .

that over.the years, Agila gy

ople .visited Ngbo. and

gbo as well visited Agila
people but at a time with
civilization -, =~ ‘an
development,” the* "two
neighbouring comimunities
started misunderstanding -
each other éver border
dematcation. . - .

Sh said hat it has come §a
int.that. Agila- e
, \gila peop

the
" don'twantto see ople
eye to eye any longer, which
later de 1to ,
“of killings, kidnapping, hatred
and acrimony in the area.

- Mrs. Nwaro-calted-on the - ~~irr the-motning whenever-my-

federal government to come
to their aid and find lasting
peace in the area, “our

eace, had common’ -

..attack .on~ Ngbo
“without notice aiid killed.
"“about.10

ated to this level . ‘

» _Jeff Amechi = :
AGBODO. Abakaliki

children don’t go to school, we

don’t farm this harvest period,
‘we don't have a place to go to,
we are dying of hunger,”

"noting that if the federal

vernment doesn’t intervene

" immediately more harms

would be done.
" Efforts to settle the matter

in the past, a source told The -

" Nation, had proved abortive,
‘which led to the death of
former chairman of Ngbo

‘West and leader of the coungil

- who died-in a motor accident

on his way back after a.peace

meeting i Agila in 2008,
. “But after
ut ‘all of a sudden last two

. months, Agila launiched an
people

persons including a

¥

Eﬁgﬁanﬂv’oman whowentto -

est her crop,” the source

Trre I o
. Narrating the incident to
The Nation, the coordinator of
Ngbo West Development

Centre, Mrldlos'e'ph" zibo-

'Omggo said that the two

. comthunities have been living’

in harmony over the years

*ifter-married but-he c)l,f;n'i‘
"know what must have

. provoked the Agila people
Fha-t made thegm lg'l,irﬁ:h

~incessant attacks.on Ngbo,

le

I',e,(z;‘xpcci)rdinﬁ\e to “ him, -
' wsometimes, Ao

people
would fay a:mbush"*ver;?;% ;
people ﬁbo) 0 to farm, they
would kill or
This is the harvest period but

incident, the
lace had been calm and quiét. B

s achk;e «Ijan~Ydtx‘ﬁhiCounci1
~Udengs Eradiri whosppkein

- Caucus retreat was anoth

- anything new as the
~such-lofty

idnap them:

due to the Agila people’s

_constant  killings ~and
kidnapping, my people can
no longer go to their farms

to harvest their crops; our
children can no longer go to
school because of fear.

‘South-south par’

- can’t resolve Nig

HE just concluded
retréat of the South-
A South Parliamentary

/ Caucus of the Federal House

of Representatives ' in
Yenidgoa, the Bayelsa State
capital has been described as
4 mere ritazl that would not
proffer soll;‘tion%f tt%e thei
rich brat marginalizectregion.

General Yo Mr.

this regard in an interview.in
Yenagoa described - - the
exercise as another jamboree
designed to achieve aims that

are not germane to the

“challenges confronting the

Nife’kI;Delfa,} ople. .

“Pikening the retreat b that
~which ‘was Held in Port
"Harcourt last years by the

*‘Seriate which never yielded

anty'tésult, Udengs said' the
South-Souith Parliamenitary
er
ritual of speech-making. -.
ThelYC stalwart who said
the retreat did-not: proffer
people
of ‘the region were tired of
remarks delivered.
through well-crafted paper,
further pointed out that the
problem was not with the




