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Soldiers Kill Two, In]ure Others
In Rivers Protest

By Ubokikwan Gabriel
RerorTER, Port Harcourt

Atleast two persons have been
confirmed dead and scores of
others injured as protesting
youths of Ahoadain Rivers State
clashed with men of the Joint
Task Force (JTF) deployed to re-
store order in the community.

said to have embarked ona pro-
test against what they saw asin-

sensitivity of Shell Petroleum De-
velopment Company (SPDC) to
the infrastructural needs of its
host communities in the area.
The protesters were said to
have barricaded SPDC’s oil lo-
cation, preven ongo:
palrworﬁsonag?pgehxru‘egon ues-
day. Datly Independent gathered
that while the ﬁmotestwas on,JTF

men wered ed to the scene.
Sources ed that on ar-
rival, a disagreement ensued be-

tween the soldiers and the pro-
Thelatter were said to have re-
sisted JTF's order to quit the

scene.
Thedevelopment, it was %_ath~
ered, anggﬁed thrfecli?mt ask
Force, re opened
fire on the aow%o Y died
Report said two persons
mstaer{)tgr while scores of others
were . They were rushed
to dxfferent hospmls where they

are now recelvmg tredtment. .
Spokesman of Ochy

by Shell.

e spokesman decried the
attitude of the oil operators in
the area, saying Ochegba had
been suffering neglect by the oil

He said the community had
appealed toSPDC to rehabilitate
some roads in the area to no
avail.
Some of the roads, he said,

were damaged by heavy trucks

used by the company in its op-

a com-
mumty claimed the sol ersshotf
. “e%louths while rotesung eir

erahons

SPDC officials could not.be
reached for comments on theis-
sue at press time.

However, JTF's kesman
in Rivers State, Major Musa
Saﬂr confirmed the incident.

e said the soldiers shot to

fperse the protesters in self-

He also daimed the soldiers
were drafted to Ochegba com-
munity to ensure continuation of
ongoing repairsby SPDC, but the

rotesters attacked them and
arricaded the gate of the com-

pany.
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