Robbers Kill U.S. Based

Busin

By Ben Duru
CORRESPONDENT, Owerri:

Officers at the Imo State police
headquarters . are = now|

investigationg the killing, a fort-
night ago of a United States-based
business woman by bandits in an

earlgg morning operation.
reat griet now envelopes the

Diakuma community, in Onuimo
Local Government Area, of Imo
State, where the incident took

place. Daily Independent gathered
that the worman simply identified
as Bibiana had returned from the
United States, where she so-
journed with her husband to pur-
sue the completion of their coun-
try homebefore the Christmas fes-
tival, when the unfortunate inci-
dent happened. '

Dependable sources said the

woman had the previous day-

gone to the bureau de change at
Ama-Hausa in Owerri, where she
was said to have changed some
of the foreign currencies with her

4n order to purchase materials for
the building.

Upon her retura from the mar-
ket, she was said to have contacted

some of the suppliers of the mate-
rials and intimated close relations
of her intention to stay home to
ensure that the job moved at a
speed that would enable the fam-
ily make use of it in December this
year. .
However dt about 1.30 am.
bandits wielding automatic weap-
ons and other dangerous weap-
ons invaded her home and or-
dered her to open her door or face
their wrath, if they eventually
gained entry on their own.
Terrified she quickly. opened
the door-and was ordered to lie
face down while the bandits pro-
mﬁied to ;aerllsack the entire h(})luse
wing belongings eve: ere
until the% foundgﬂ‘{:eg momr)}llyvl‘li&
she had changéd as well as the re-
mainders of foreign currencies.
Having satisfied themselves,
the bandits emerged from the

rooms and in SEite of the plead-

- -ingsnot to end her life, allegedly

mped hot lead into her body,

illing her instantly and making
good their escape.

Duily Independent was told that
neighbours who could not come
to her rescue because of the spo-
radic shooting later arrived the
scene and found the victim in a
pool of her ownblood dead.  +

The matter was later reported
at the Onuimo Police Division

- from where detectives were later
. dispatched to the scene foran on-
-the-spot. investigation after

which the corpse was removed
to.a nearby hospital for autopsy.
Assource close to the deceased
said during her previous visits
home, she was always staying in
a hotel in Owerri and wondered.
why she chose tospend the night
in the village this time around.
Confirming the incident, the
Imo State Police Public Relations
Officer, Superintendent Linus
Nwaiwu said the incident was
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duly reported and that detectives
were sent to take an initial report
of the haggenings.

He told Daily Independent that the
matter had being transferred from
the Onuimo Police Division to the
State Cripninal Investigation De-
partment (SCID) for elaborate in-
vestigations.

According to him the police are
not in a hurry to give out more in-
formation in order not to
jeopardise the ongoing investiﬁa—
tions into the matter adding that
at the agpropriate time the whole
truth about the matter would be
exPosed.

*All] can tell you for now is that

‘police is working assiduously to

ensure that those who etrated
the act do not go scot-ﬁie. We are-
working and I want to let you
know that we are going to round
them up very soon. This com-
mand has warned armed robbers
and those who fail to heed our ad-
vice will have themselves to
blame,” he said.
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