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“Five

ing *some -parts of

Anambra State capital and other

parts-of the state into darkness: .
St.Mary area of Awka hasbeen
in darkness in the last one month
due to the activities of vandals.
District Manager of the com-
pany in Awka, %en Nworehu,
told Daily Independent in an inter-
view in Awka that two persons
suspected to have vandalised
and stolen PHCN cables in St.
Mary area were arrested by vigi-
lance men.
Their activities, Nworehu said,
caused the blackout experienced
‘in the-area. .
He added that three otheren
were arrested at Onitshd for sell-

in suspected stolen PHEN .

cables.

“We sent our men to buyeleC- g

tric cables at Onitsha. When they

came back with the cables we dis-
" cavered they were PHCN cables -

stolen from one of the locations,
So, we sent the men’ back with
some seciurity operatives; who
arrested them. They are now in
the police cell while the other two
in tliwje custody of vigilance men”,
he said.

sembly, spoke to Daily Inde-

pendent inhis Abakaliki home,

¥ havestable power supp
, rsons:have been ar+ such money, the

-rested:for vandalising Power -
" Holding: Company of Nigeria -
' {(PHCN)_property,therebe ng:

stating: ‘1 do riot imagine that

landishtome”.
Presidency should step up mea-

+| sures to im TOVe power supply

- to the pre-Obasanjo’s admiinis-
tration, improve from there and
discussions shotild begin on the

On road construction, he said
he regretted that in many in-
stances roads are budgeted for
and were done. He, however,
commended Yar’Adua’s ad-
ministration: for approving re-
tonstruction of some roads
crossfeg-country including the
Southgast zone, .

Delta S

- By Tunke-Aye Bisina
Snr Correspondent, Asaba

Speaker of Delta State
House of Assemb(lly, Martin
Okonta, has refute report in

a newspaper that there -was

_“In the interim, he said, the -

independent marketing agency.
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time.

.- Already two buildings have
already been vacated by the oc-
cupants, but efforts to speak
with the landlords of the af-
fected houses proved abortive.

. Similarly, an American-
based - environmentalist,

- Ikenina Ellis. Ezenekwe, who
spoke with journalists, raised

- an alarm of a possible outbreak

-of epidemics in the area.

- He said the residents should

-makKe. provision for water
catchment pits as well as hi
converts infront of their build-

- ings, urging them to embarkon . *
_ ood effortsa't re-

neighbou
- nl1 ¥ a 0K o

Director, F:rst Bank

Barely five months to the end of
the year, Nigeria Customs Service
(N(%) has set a target of making
revenue of N324 billion into the
coffers of the Federal Government.

Federal Government has asked

NCS to generate revenue of about

N204 billion this fiscal year. ,

Comptroller-General of NCS,
Hamman Bello Ahmed, who
made the disdosure in Warri while
on a working visit to Delta/ Edo

No Tension In Assemb

peaker

tension in the Assembly over
alleged plan to suspend some
House members, -

A national daily (not Daily

Independent) reported on
Wednesday that there was
tension in the Assembly pre-

" the crisis in the Niger Delta re- . tack and solidarity with Nigeri-

o glon:. .

rea Command, expressed opti-
mism that the revenue target is
realisable and urged men and of-
ficers of NCSto fedouble efforts so

as to achieve the goal.

According to E]m, this is only
way to improve pay package and
finance capital CFrolects .

He also made a call for the en-
trenchment of a culture of profes-
sionalismin all facets of operations,
adding that NCS has remained in
doldrums for too long apparently ~
due to the pre-shipment regime

mises on Tuesday and hea
security build-up overan al-
leged plot to suspend two
members.

But Okonta, speaking be-
fore the commencement of
the House sitting of Wednes-
day, said there is no truth in
the report, adding that
Tuesday’s sitting was-very
calm and members were very
lively in their deliberations.

- rnines the sinceri
-on solving the problem of the re-
gion within 100 days of assum-. -+ C

- ing Office and-described him as:
-a’lame-duck President’, who is. -
- not bothered about the plight of =

across the country should there -

' be any indication of her interest
in the state violence against the
«militants andpeople of Niger

“Delta”; UAD said.

- ““Aremu said:the deal under-
of Yar'Adua’
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in theregion ﬁ'letelease lowing flood occasioned by a  ings and two petrol stations channelisation, said work was
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People To Collect CoThe.tI:elé"l‘.’efg; r%lé}lf;??;::-(}rellq
by pnanent Voter Cards | Frended that sbout 485 bilhon

S e boin | would bespet o suaranie
Resident Electoral Commis- | described as frustrating and
sioner iri Edo State, Aniedi Abasi | scary. :
lldowakhasaﬁpealedtoﬂ'\e le Senator Anthony Agbo made
- of the state, who registered during | the call on Wednesday, saying
the last registration exercise to co- that the money allocated to the
rfrom offices mthelomlgUV- ‘&en'mjsappmpn” fopriated.”
emment areasof thestate. -~ | e 0ol dvocated en-
Ry emga&e%mm._, agement of im'iependentmar- ‘
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-ercise, . s p gd tt t{hg ' . (UAD) and National Conscience - rally holding in Benin on Satur-
‘ ' ] mide ST fo set the report. Farty (NCP) will an Saturday day, whithiwould be led by the:
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children that ha

m.aazeﬁ;iggin
ing-the: impl,

and charged men and officers to
wake up from their slumber as a
-new dawn has e  stressing
that 48 hours new dlearing policy
would beamirageif they don't seat
u L

. p”I want you to be better officers
so that we can maintain our jobs
and meet expectations. The law
authorises NCS to board a vessel
or aircraft for inspection but over

theyears, theNavy and Police have -

taken over our responsibilities as
regards oil sector”.’

ly, By
“In the ligh®of the forego-

&
ing, I wish to say that there is

no tension in the House. The
insinuation that security was

beefed up at the main gate of -

the House ‘is not true,” he
said. _
He, however, urged the
public to disregard the report
and also appealed to journal-
ists to always crosscheck their
facts before going to press.

be

- ‘that'Cross River State isrunby a -
. all of us: Cross River State belongs

HOTO: fide Oyelunle -

vebeen . %
-four weeks .

~warned the deceased and her lover 7+ -+
:agam o candle :
'~Itwasus;;%\eredﬂ1at&1em1airsof

aging
. Mohammed.

“we need to

Cabal Wants To

- Stop My Return

~Imoke”
gﬁmnlﬁwaﬁlr‘gcmm

Former Governor of CrossRiver -

State; Liyel Imoke on Wednesda
dedalv'e?tha’ca’(r!lbal’andsomede}j
tractors are E\e ing to stop him
from flying of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) in the re-
run election, ,
& The rerun poll was oxdemE\:d;l by
e Appeal Court sitting in Enugu
following the annulment of the gov-
emorship election in the state.
Imoke made the declaration
whilead '

bal was not yet over, hence

ferred candidate.
“They have gone to greater-
seeking means to preventme
from i rerun, havi

8 \seenthat‘ﬂ\epeopleofﬁo's.sRlYlvrg -
" State want Imoke.

arestill try-
ing tosteal your te. Itis your
mandate. Jonly ask you to pray that
God vindicate me. Pray that the
right thing be done. Pray that what-
ever day%NEC will choose, Cross .
River State “él‘gt makﬁa a statement
to Nigerians that we have a uni
state and the eare 'tagil:
People, whoare honest and sincere, ‘
People that are loving and are the

to you and me and it is your man-
date that was stolen.
fOt”Ihemandateisym}J{tsanditisf ;
or you to give it to. w] oevey you
i el s

thatwe donot give contracts to our

.pz)‘gle.ThemamtlmsewhOWilI; Lo

prefer that we do not implement -

due process. There are those who

-willprefer that we donot develop”,
ook wedonotdevelop
‘Lady Dies In

: T, Warri- ;
. Tragedy struck on-Wednesday
twpritics was

fire started af about 12 mid-night.
Shesaid shehas on several occasions

the deceased has been deposited at the
Am General Hospital mortuary.
while, ilitation of break-
waters and dredging of East-West ports
will cost the Nigerian Ports Authority
(NPA)N16billion, ing toitsMan-
Director, Abdusalam

Mohammed made the disclosure
while chatting with stakeholders in
Warri during an official visit.

Addressing a cross section of the
stakeholders, he informed that the chal-

lenges of repositioning the Port was

“enormous and, therefore, solicited the

operation of the stakeholders in the
new formed partnership with the
ised sector

~ “The aurrent management does not
haveprogrammeson hisvocabulary but
challenges, we believe that for us to
achieve our object esasaportati A
e with the stakeholders
of our commerdial organisation, without
&ﬁswecanmtbeabﬁtosunnmmﬂw
challenges on ground”, he said.

coptonorga o by,
On.o; mem- .-
: helsof&iesme'sPDPande\esmé o
mmﬁatﬂxeCulﬁn‘alCame,
Heamved Cultural Centre at T
~-about-130 pm, where he told the =~
toensure thattheir
- s donottruncatetheirde- * -~
- sireto give theirmandate to thepre- -

o T




