Policemen In Port Harcourt

By Soni Daniel .
BUREAU CHIEF, Port Harcourt

0 Unidentified gunmen on Fri-’

Eyewxmesses said the
n, who
gbonda Street in.

raided the

3 day razmng forced themselves area of Port Harcourt around '
' ~eauld trdde the locahonm Port , b,g;g,ame(t k.53 gun-

houseon'

and were cIad in military fa-  pen

g’uWe locked ourselves inside

‘when we started hearing the
shootmgs in the
:neigh Before long,
- the dup and sT\ot the man at
close range,”: one of the
nelghboufs told Saturday Inde-

Although the state Police
Commxssmner, Mr  Felix -
O t%audu, confirmed the death

Lebanese, the command

: wasyettoreleasehlsnameat'
_the time of this

Ogbaudu said the attack
coul have been triggered off by
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‘ afailed kidnap bid, armed x"ob-v"; feared killed, the

: be or assassination.
~ e commissioner, however
. 1dent1f1ed the'slain Lebanese as
* abusinessman engaged in the
roducuon and. distribution of
ture in Nigeria. -
lice source said that the
um
wounded his relative after collect-
ing some unspeaﬁed amount of
money from him.

@) Before the Lebanese was killed,
some armed men had stormed
the Elekahia Police Station near
the Liberation Stadium in Port
Harcourt and shot three police-
men on duty.

" The armed men might have
gone to the statlon to free two

gast were arrested with
gun

The two cnpples, Musa and
Mohammed, were taken to the
police station for interrogation
and later transferred to another
police station after their confes-
sional statements.

However, the gunmen
opened fire on the station
around midnight forcing some

entified = gunmen - also"

" pledged not to carry

policemen to scamper for safety.
Although three co s were
ss said
his men repelle the attackers
and that the men were only in-
jured.

It will be recalled that armed
men bombed the Elelenwo and
Mini Okoro police stations on the
eve of the gubernatorial election
in Rivers State on April 14, 2007.

The Divisional Cnme Officer
for Mini Okoro and six other po-
licemen were killed in the raids
and unspecified arms and am-
munition carted away by the in-
va‘c:i;r?ul 3, the Inspector Gen-

or
eral of Po! oe,MerkeOkno ad-
monished officers and men of the
force to always be on the alert to
mﬁl attackers in their stations.

e asked them to use maxi-
mum force on any individual or
ﬁ:oup that attempts to attack

em or their barracks.

The killing is coming barely
aweek after militants in Rlvers
State signed an accord and
out further

attacks on individuals and
groups.
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