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By Emma Gbemudu
CORRESPONDENT Yenagoa

Crime is assummg a
new dimension in some
garts of Yenagoa, the

ayelsa State capital.

Some miscreants in the
city have since turned
themselves. into lords,
making life unsafe and
boring to unsuspecting
members of the public.
The Police are not Fmdmg
it easy curbmg the crime
rate.

Notable among the
deadly spots in Yenagoa

are Ovom, Old Yenhgoa,

Swali, Amarata, Okaka,

Otiotio ‘road,
Yenezuegene, among
others.

Inhabitants 11v1ng in
these areas are always
mindful of the security
lapses in these axes, even

as some 1];;ohce personnel -

patrol the state: capital
regularly. The criminals
dwelling in these slums
-have a field day-and
some of them are
dreaded by the po]ice

They rob ‘and. e
women that ‘are o d
‘enough to be their

mothers. They are not
even  scared -of “the
presence: ‘of soldiers
patrolling in the state
ca ital and its environs.’

n June 4, in Obelle
Street, Ovom, one ex-
member of the:National

Youth Serv1ce Corgf
' e

(NYSC), Tun
Akmwuml, 27, fell into
their trap. The deceased,

anative of Sagamu, Ogun

State, was believed to be

-returning home-around

8p.m., wheén he 'was
accosted by three hefty

men at a dark spot, -

leading to his abode. .
A witness told Daily
Independent - that the
robbers attempted to
dlspossess Akinwumi. of
his two mobile phones
and ear piece, but he
battled with them .until
he was stabbed on. the
chest. Theé miscreants
abandoned Akinwumi,

leaving his ' mobile
phones  behind. The
raduate ~of Home
cience .. and

Management, University:
of A%nculture, Abeokuta
was left in a pool of his
blood.' He 'managed to
treék a few metres to his
apartment and fell on his
bed, havmg lost much
blood.

Ina bld +o save»hls ~hfe
and;r";
sympathlsers deﬁded to "
rush Akmwumr to tﬁ; o

friends"~

some o

hospital. But,.
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Aggrleved corps
. wanted to embark on
peaceful demonstration
over his death, but they
were advided to suspend
the idea for security
reasons:

- This tragic situation
threw his friends off
guard. They tasked

themsglves and dashed to
the Federal Medical
Centre, Yena oa, where
they. dep051te the corpse
‘of Akinwumi.- -
Friends of the deceased
quickly informed :his
relations at Sagamu on
the unfortunate incident.
They are still imagining
the untimely demise of
romising lad who

NYSC.
state, February this year.

the NYSC state award,
- where he¢ emerged thlrd
best corps member: in this

batch Due to hlS bqlhant

- 3
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and

1 gave ul;; ghost.
) 5 shoeke s and sympathisers when
»'-‘theu conﬁrmed that Akinwumi had passed on -

members in the state had -

fmlsﬁed his- compulsory .-
rogramme in the

Late Akinwumi won.

(PPRO),
- Iniobong,

_ received a signal on the
* death of Akinwumi.
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outing i the service year,
Akinwumi had several
promises - of job

. employment in the state.

This necessitated  his
staying back in Yenagoa
after the service year.

One of his friends,
fondly called Austin, he
described Akmwuml as
unassuming and humble.
Austin said the déceased
was never known to be.
troublesome.

Another ex-corps
member described him as -

“a quiet individual.” He
said the late

young man, at the last
NYSC Orientation
exercise at Kaiama,
assisted one of the new:

- generation banks in the

state in marketmg their
products.

When contacted for
comments, Public Relations
Officer of the State NYSC, .
Chukwuemeka Rems-
Mgbemena, who was
shocked at the incident .
regretted that death of

nwumi brought to two

_corps members killed in the

same manner in the state.
“In‘his reaction, Pollce

Public: ‘Relations Officer

. Ibokette
said = he

~No.arrests have been

) madeby the police death
yet as the . culprlts are'

now at large.
Whether the family of

" the slain Akinwumi will

ever get )ustlce, only tlme
Wlll tell
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