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Barring any unforeseen circumstances,
Ola ye Oyinlola will remain the
chiet executive of the state of the “Living
Spring’” for the next four years.
Thatisafactthe
might not want to hear, thou; '
te Independent Nati
Commission-(INEC), after the April 14
governorship and house of assembly
elections, confirmed the “Okuku”
prince’s second term mandate. -
Specifically, INEC said-
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) polled
426,669 votes to beat Rauf

The state INEC boss, John Dansu, said

la scored a paltry 240,722 votes.

‘ ‘Aregbesola, however, rejected the result,

saying it was not a reflection of the vot-
ing o

the election tribunal.

(e %i;uﬂgh is having the second bite at

victory pie, having secured a

similar feat in 2003 against Adebisi

- Akande, then of Alliance for Democracy

Wans

BTN

armoury to conquer

(AD).

His victory over Akande then was as
aresult of several factors.

Though PDP was desirous of making
inroads into Yorubaland, the truth is
Akande self-destruct. .

He decided to take on the civil service
ina kamikaze battle that later turned
his albatross at the polls.

However, in the April 14 elections,
Oyin, as he governor is fondly called by
his followers, had to sweat for his re-elec-
tion. ‘

Unlike the prevailing circumstan
thatensured his victory in 2003, the fast-
growing AC had e threatening in-
roads into the territory of the retired army
officer that he became too scared.

Though he was credited with over
100,000 vote cushion, the number of seats
won by AC in the Osun State House of
Assembly is a pure indication that the
PDP territory came under serious politi-
cal bombaanent.

AC had 11 seats, while PDP secured

15. .

Political analysts say the implication
of thisis that, unlike thg’ 2003 exgerielme,
PDP will nothave absolute control of the
house in the next di tion.

Months before the election, the retired

" army officer had realised that the race
- would be very -

dose. :
He had to dig deep into hlsl mili
a.
was widespread violence insev-
of the state. Allegations were
t PDP was out to manipulate the

eral

- ‘polls with the connivance of the police
' gnoleEC. : : pe

‘to think Aregbesola was

It was, tlmeforé,- very curious when
the Inspector General of Police, Sunday
Ehindero, was redeploying policebosses,

.Osun State Police Commissioner,

Suleiman Fakai, was not moved:

ola and Aregbesola were also :

invo{ved in a billboard war.

Billboards announcing the intent of the

State Commis-

Jjesha-born former La

sioner for Works was almost everywhere
in the state.

His imposing billboards were simply
intimidating and ubiquitous that a first-
time visitor to the state mightbe tempted

sitting gov-
ernor.

To add to Oyinlola’s headache, seven
opposition parties in the state had
massed behind the AC candidate.

They endorsed him as the arrowhead
of their quest for the Oke-fiaGovernment
House.

They directed their followers to vote

.. for him on election day.

Undeterred, three days to the election,
the governor played his final card.

It was an old notorious card used in
the politics of the First and Second re-
publics to get the opposition off the scene
ahead of elections.

He got the State Security Service (SSS)
to invite Aregbesola to Abuja for an in-
terrogation over a fathom petition.

The initial news was that Aregbesola
was arrested and flown to Abuja.

Butunknown to many, the ljesha-born
politician saw through the plot.

He escaped the SSS and went under-

und.

He was later to resurface on the eve of

the election when it was verylafe f

anyone to arrest him.

itiohin the state’
‘Electoral”

inlola.of

laof -
(AC)to second place. -

e 1
evowpggd challenge the result at |

‘The Intrigues

a

OOymlo

-He later disclosed that he got wind of
plans by PDP to “take me out of circula-
tion ahead of the election, and I choose
not to go for the invitation, because I see
‘no.reason for it in the first instance”.

However, if wishes were horses, beg-
gars would ride. ,

The election day turned a different

« kettle of fish, as Oyinlola made his in-
a:xnnﬂlbencyfao:}t‘llnt e retained his seatin
a y fashion, many daim.

”Ih?drgy ‘was ma.rre! by widespread
violence and malpractices leading to the
deathof fivepersons. - = -

Three lost their lives in a:fracas that
broke:out. in lla-Orangun, the country
home of AC National Chairman,

.| Akande, while two others were killed in.

10de-Omu as a result of a free-for-all be-
tweensupportersof PDPand AC. How-
ever, the state Police Commissioner,
Fakai, denied knowledge of the

deatl{1 of the five peoplekilled. .

:Besides, there were reports of ballot

booths, agents of the opposition parties
. were abd%?ted o P

Yet others were chased away to pave

the way for the rigging of the polls.. -

“The election s ‘on a very peace-
ful note, with Q&r\iglrola and his wife,
Omolola;, casti ir votes atOyekunle

Primary School, Okuku at about 8.40
am. - :
Oyinrodein ametallicMercedes Benz

* Aregbesola
convertible marked GN 576 AAA.

Ev
midway into voting when desperation
setin. - ‘

Politicians suddenly resorted to un-
derhand tactics to gain the upper hand.

Ballot boxes started vanishing at gun-
point. This was ram antmwards;SSaurﬁi
6 in Ode-Omu, lle-Ife, Tree, Ede, Ejigbo,
Ifewara and Ifetedo. , o

At Osu in Atakunmosa-West local
‘&emment area and TjebuJesa in-

delocal government, two members
of the state House of Assembly were

‘accused of intimidating voters to vote

for PDP. ;
" In Ward 8 at Ada, some machete-

wielding thugs abducted the two AC

agents at the polling booth.

. Then, two other stern-looking guys

swept-in to engage in frenzied thumb
priflgtingofbooﬁlge '

) eisofballotpag:)s.’f ’
" . They did with more than absolute
-~ impunity.
boxes snatching, while-in some polling . ) 1
ori e ‘Deputy National

tIniZa,jmecoun 'homeoffoﬁner
& kun,thf an of PDP,
uatbu Oyedokun, there were reports
ofdaslmbetweehmembers’ofmd

. PDP- , e
T left several le seriously in-

A similar situation was recorded in
Ede, the country home of the

- OsunState House of Assembly, Adejare

Bello.

erything was smooth-sailing until

An electoral officer was abducted at
Ede. :

But voters resisted attempts to ma-
nipulate the ballot in favour of PDP,

de Town, the home of former Gov~

ernor Isiaka Adeleke, was a classical case
inﬁc;ll manipulation. Elections were said
to have taken place in Ede North coun-
cil on Friday afternoon, some 12 hours

. before official election:

Hence, there was no voting in the

 council area on the appointed day. -
WH]epo]]in%'h‘gason,Oyihlo told"

exercise was peacer- -

ﬁwsmen that
But his AC and AD counterparts,

; la and Tunde Odanye respec-
tive ,Pspoke fo thg contrary. -

wasmampulaﬁxgtheexefdse E

everywhere and anyhow in the state,
erywhere and anyh

¥ sola poin accused INEE
and security agents of ‘conniving wi

PDP to u'nde'r%?ne the wishvgs‘gof the
ple. Odanye, condemning the al-

rigging, said the turn of events in

the state showed the country was yet
unripe for democratic rule. e

Asdusk rolled in, residents of Osogbo

" and Olurunda local councils took to the

streets in celebration. - -

They did because initial results from -

the two councils filtered in that AC was
ahead. -
However, as results from othertowns

S on

hat Returned

 strolled in, the picture suddenly

- - By the following mormning, the story
 fortablelead.
. The people would hear none of that~
theywentmad.- ©. - -

inlolawasinacom-

” tested

' FEIZWVOdayS,Osogboandl]d\a were
“Youths in their hundreds defiled the

" horde of police and soldiers sent to their
- towns to keep the peace.-

- Intheprocess, houses and other p:

" erty of those '

tohave asmsn?e%
ing the results were torched.

The youths took over the streets to
protest the announcement of Oyinlola
as winner of the election.

. Tension soared, as a combined team
of armed policemen and soldiers were
overworked trying to halt the protests.

in

- A |j;\:anently actingunder the instruction
o

e state government, the security of-
ficers start_eg acdlampdownonm
of AC, whom the state government be-
lieved were behind the protests.
Over 100 members and supporters of
ACwerearrested. Members ot AC were
forced into hiding to evade arrest.

Those who re to flee lived un-
G yrmiol o imposed

inlo| iy a7am.to7
p.m. curfew in Ilesa area. He ordered
security operatives to flush out “miscre-
ants” allegedly imported into the state.
" Soldiersalso ransacked the campai

office of la, dislodging all the
occupants, including the security

Vital documents were all carted
away from the five-storey building, -

Simultaneously, security operatives
were seen patrolﬁ;'lg the streets of Iwo,

. Ede, Ejigbo, la-Orangun, Ile-Ife and ‘
other towns: '

- They fired warmning shots into the air
to deter anyone planning any protestin -
the towns. o

Contacted on the arrest, the state
Deputy Commissioner of Police, D. 0.~ -
Omo;ola, confirmed the arrest of some -
PR S e e o "

e, however, dedlined to give details.

He'said the exercise was still on, thus

“halting him from getting down toreleas-
-m%ﬁﬁ“g R ;
t was a

whoins

ipably shocked Oyirla
some burnt property be- -

Vlonging'lto' PDP chiefs.

- Rather than engaging in wanton de- -
struction of lives and property, he said,
aggrieved politicians should take their
case to the election tribunal for redress.

Oyinlola warned that his administra- °
tion would not fold its arms:while such
destruction continued in the state.

For now, the Osun voters have de-
cided to put their faith in the hand of the

" election tribunal.
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