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7 Osun **Adedibu Under House Arrest’
°Ala0-Akala s Aide Nabbed With Pump Action Riffle
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iDr | By Our reporters ernorshlp and state_ could be higher. police and soldiers to head off
: issembly elections on Saturday. A member of the Peoples  confrontations in the hotbed of |- I‘IIGI-ILIGHTS

SB1:} Vlolence, ballot snatchmg, +. No fewer than 56 peoplehad ~ Democratic Par[;y (PDP)inOyo  South West politics.
| and late -arrival of voting  reportedly died nationwide bv . State, Lamidi Adedibu, was put Soldiers prevented mayhem *13 Killed In Rivers
materials.” -'marked . the Saturda night, but the fi underhouse arrestin Ibadan by Continued on A2 | *13 In Ondo
Of ‘ ; T , *Nine In Edo

. N - ~ Co - . *Five In Osun
SRETE O ; o ‘ B R S R *Five In Benue
rans | (- o i ‘ EEEE . e : *Three In Anambra
ng.a |\ . o . ; : , S *Two In Enugu
NS to || B S , ' . *One In Kwara
sthe [ | . - _ ~ : B _ *One In Lagos
rant fopo e R R L Sk . _*DPO Killed In Warri
atan . ofeoe e e ‘ T Do e R T TR RS * Former Lagos Police Boss’
8‘,9;' T T S PR L e T . Aide Dies In Car Crash .

* Alao-Akala’s Aide Nabbed
.- With Pump Action Rifle In
adan .
v -Violence, Rig; g Mar
Voting In :
*DPA Assemgl Candlgﬁre In|

Three Council Headquartexs :
| . +*Razed In Anambra .- :
|- »10 Houses Burnt In Ebonyl '
| *EUObservers Express |

Concern Over Delayed Voting |
{ B Soldxers Restrict Adedibu’s | -
:- Movement InTbadan ;' |
"I'hugs Hijack Votmgln
‘ -~ Abeokuta 1
. IBB Dissatisfied With State [
“Of Affairs InPDP - '

- *Obasanjo, Iwu Laud

Conduct Of Polls
* Atiku Scoffs At It
*INEC Not Fully Prepared
~Tinubu
*Elections Suspended In Four
Councils In Delta, Two In
Abuja {

*Two INEC Officials Arrested

In Abuja For Diversion Of
diers in armouted personnel carrier patrolling the streets of Lagos... on Saturday Materials 2 §

- Obasanjo, Iwu Laud Elections |

1is | By Sule Lazarus (Yola), “Voting has been so farso .

tics. Ad Fol d K /. d, with a f k h
o | @i >0 @ Election Can’t Be Free, Says Atiku e csmie
am- | Nzomiwu (Enugu 7 been. conducting themselves

ok- | Femi O bonmkan Lagos acefully, We are very ha
\ R Voting In Enugu—Senate President Giticsam.
teir President Olusegun . surveillance system is workmg
ns. | Obasanjo cast his vote at 9.45.- .,l'usballotmtheward expressed - - the platform of the Peoples Chalrman, Maurice Twu, = fine,” he added.
B7 | am. in Ward 11 of Abeokuta happmess “to vote for the . Democratic Party (PDP), was ' calmed frayed nerves, saying - - He ‘denied reports that .
2 | North Council it Ogun State, - progress of the nation and my - - amongthe first to voteinlsoko . plans aremplace for ahltch-free . materials were stolenmEnUgu, -
E f;,then sald ”so far,sugood ‘The ' state” and enthused that “there: -“Ward 6 in' Sag amu, where ~ exercise.. = - - . -but confirmed that “stifling
e ¢ is' will be no. roblem, things w1ll others )omed S+ He- told mlmal_ uja . security checks” - in Lagos
s o?smoothfy and’ acefully” ‘ " that he is satlsfled as reports - affected the ear clease of -
ar-old Elx]ah?» ¢ g als:

‘ ‘Governor Gbenga Daniel, from "all ‘qver: the:
the fl.rst to’ castv “:who''is’ seekmgfre-elech showed little or

Continued on A2 i ;
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_in&\edtybutweteunableto
cutb i ‘and the stealing of
voter’s , ballot boxes, and|
invasion of polling stations by

th to
oD sl mosabof e
National Union of Road

Transport Workers (NURTW).
of the'Tokyo faction
esinloge, el e oot nt
e, of
Lagelu(gnitofﬂleunimRasidi
Oladele, were arrested.
Another suspect, Mukaila
Lamidi, wearing a bad
inscribed with ‘Akala for 2(X§7' -
wasarrested witha action
i;ninal(ia]eepmar ‘Akala
2007. :

.. Three teenagers, Adeniyi
Abdulahi, Olusegun Akeem,
| and Tolulope Owonikoko, had
G oo the Lo ot
JOO e Lagos-
Expressway. They had in their
ion two machetes, one
military knife, and assorted
charms

The police rescued a middle

A owatabottobelynehedby
was tto
'tI}“lokyomeninﬂleOdeAjeamaof

e city. ;
Omotayo, his wife, Laide, and
their son Oyindamola, who is
about a year old.

Reports from other parts of
Ibadan said Alao-Akala’s
Deputy, Taofeek Arapaja, led
thugsloaded inbuses topolling
stations to pack ballot boxes.

The Alase areawas sacked by
thugs who carted away afl ballot
boxes; likewise in the 1di Ikan
and Amunigun areas where a
man in police uniform went
away with the ballot boxes, and
left the electorate waiting in vain
to cast their Vote.

Votin, allegedly took placein
the hon{;es of two meng:xs of
the state Assembly, Muivc\l,le;ﬂen

1 and Sakin Baiimi. while
Adlfegg'bu led his own convoy
round the city before his house

peopl! arrested

Sev: le were
mch?v&yﬂ\ machetesand other
dangerous weapons. uty
Govemor, Adebayo Alao-

y led the onslaught on
polling stations in Ogbomoso,
. carting off ballot boxes.

Security operatives arrested a
former Chai of Oyo West
Council, Fatai Obabiolokosi, in
the Ojongbodu are with 40
rounds of live ammunition.

A Labour Party (LP) agent,
identified as Wale Senator, who
attempted to resist them, was
shot in the neck by thugs and
.

Acaew Broa i
Corporation of Oyo State
(BC%S , led by Bimbo Akanbi,
wasmanhandled inOgbomoso
by hoodlums.

One of the big flaws by
Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) in Lagos
was the absence of the
Bhotogra h of Democratic

eoples Alliance (DPA), Jimi
Agbaie, on the ballot paper.

Agbaje bemoaned ' the

attitude of the INEC, which he
said did not complain to his
office about the loss of his
photograph. “Thatisthekind of
oountr{“\;ve have for you and it
shows lYlvan serious weaxe“lrlil?;
regard to handling a matter i
this,” he stated.

Besides, an unusual heavy
presence of armed soldiers in
combat fatigue sent shivers
down the spine¢ of many

Even with empty streets, the

soldiers mounted road blocks .

across the state, and in particulag,

in flash points, would not allow
any motorist go past without a
thorough search of the vehide.
Atthe Old Toll Gate by 7Upin
Alausa, about 20 soldiers
mounted ablock with spike nails
across. the Lagos-Ibadan
Expressway and made all

motorists take only one lane’

before diverting to the one on the
right.

AttheBergerBridgeend of the
Third Mainland Bridge, another
block was mounted with about
10 soldiers. There was one after

the Nigerian Television Authority.
(NTA) and one before the BZ

Beach manned by Army and

Naval
Coming from Adekunle
Yaba wasanother, aswell
as on Ikorodu Road in Onipany,
under the trian bridge in
Ojota and at the popular Pen
Cinema roundabout in

Lagos Action Congress (AC)
governorshi candidate,
abatunde Fashola, lamented
that the presence of soldiers may
havebeen responsible for thelow

turn out of voters.
. He reiterated after casting his

vote that the nation is not at war .

and an election does not need the
kind of military presence
witnessed in Lagos.

Otherwise, voting passed off

peacefully in Lagos, where the

streetsin some areas were turned
into football pitches by youn
men, whoplayed all day and di
not allow the ball to touch
round, as done in Rio de
Fenairo, Brazil.

If the election was peaceful in
Lagos it was not so in the Awori
area of Ogun as voting was
disrupted when police arrested
Works Commissioner, Waliu

At press time,.the PDP had
1,001 votes, ANPP (416), AC (349),
and NDP (59).

Tn Abeokiita, one poli
| and others died during a
m one of the polling booths.

Cases of ballot box snatching
were so rampant in
that in ?)Efl amu if took the
vigilance of the people toavoid a
re%ﬂeglt‘ of such incidents in Ota
and Ipokia.

ith skirmishes rted in
several of Ondo State, DPA
National Publiciz: Secretary,
Remi Olayiwola, onAbuja
to cancel the governorship
election in the state because of
: aritieshiohi ball
box sg:tchin wolenbcz, and
intimidation of voters, especiall
supporters of Olu th)é
pa;_t?/s govemorship candidate.

e said Olu
National Chairman, has sent a
petition to the INEC to cancel the
elections.

Voting started lateinmost
of Besides, Onitshahad
its own taste of crisis as youths
burnt down INEC headquarters
in the city because of the non-
arrival of election materials

tohavebeendistributed
by the officials who were
nowhere to be found.

Youths also impounded a
vehicle belonging to a former
council chairman. They
discovered electoral materialsand
result sheets in the car.

Voting did not take place in
Agoloward, doseto theresidence
of Governor Peter Obi, who
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headquarters were bumt b
hoodlums. Y
Police Commissioner,
Oliver Osuchukwn, said three
people were injured and
confirmed that the council

‘headquarters in Onitsha.

North and Awka North were
torched.

InNnewi Council, 21 buses
were seized by security

 operatives when it was

discovered that thugs were

using them to convey electoral

materials and result sheets.
The Action Congress

African Political System’

(ACAPS), Peoﬂes Mandate

P PMP), Labour P
([P AllNigeviaheopies Pary

(ANPP), Fresh Democrzrttfz ‘
Party (FDP) and All -

P ive Grand Alliance
r(;gmss) \

(APGA), and the (AC) all

called foranew

insisting that there was no+
Anambra.

election m Ar

In Edo, seven people were
killed at a primary school on
Siloko Road in Benin as

tried to snatch ballot boxes. |

Several others could not vote.
By 3.00 pm,, accreditation
was still going on in the
Erimary school, which was
terburntdown. There wasno
ballot in Owan West Council.

rt of killings of

"There was repo:
two persons in Akoko Edo.

It was generall
Ekiti amid tight security
provided by troops. But there
were minor skirmishes in Oye
and Iddo Councils following

" the stuffing of ballot boxes by

people who were, however,
resisted by the indigenes.
Collation of results had

begu.n at press time, with the
ACleading in 12 councils and

- the PDPinone.

peaceful n *

Gunmen killed four people
and injured six in Buruku
Council in Benue. One woman

State -

alae, DPA,

insisted that there was noelection
statewide. ’
- Three le were feared dead

and three INEC offices in Awka

North, Onitsha North, and
Nnewi South  Council

was killed m Guma X
Armed men abducted
INEC officials at three polliny
centres in Gboko an
Markurdi, and carted away the
ballot boxes and voting

materials.

Election did not hold in
Tarka, Logo, and parts of
Vandeikya and Buruku
Councils. was a heavy
presence of soldiers in Gboko
and Buruku.

Voting was still going on by
9.00 p.m. in Nasarawa.

Former mili President,
Ibrahim ida, a former
Presidential aspirant in the
PlznP, -adml'h :hwd t all is not
well with the A wmh]ﬁ
that it had gong a,;t% the pol
wit ki afher his

He e casti i
vote inspsgbon Gari, Nilhr'l\%\a, a
walking distance from his Hill
Top Mansion, in comgany of
his wife, Miriam, an
child, Aisha.

Also in Minna, another
former Head of State,
Abdulsalam Abubakar, said
despite his and Babangida’s
p ces the outcome of the
elections would reflect the will
of the people, and that, aselder
statesmen, both of them
support all candidates.

Rivers, where eight policemen
werekilled and a police station

eldest

was torched. The Accord Party
(AP) ﬁvemorship candidate,
inboSoberekandemanded
the ﬁgnoeﬂa:iﬁon of the exercise
inthestate, duetoirregularities.
At press time, the death toll
over the elections included 13
in Rivers, 10 (Ondo), five
(Osun), five (Benue), nine
(Edo), three (Anambra), two
(Enugu), one (Kwara), one
{Lagos) and one (Delta).

“INEC, ONDP

‘-Frustrating Us -TMG

By Oguwike Nwachuku -
AssISTANT MANAGING EDITOR

The Transition Monitoring

Group (TMG) has alleged that the
hdepe_raulifnt)National Hlecoral

Commission (INEC)as well as the'

_United Nations Develoopment
brsiingisciotsatmonionng
ing its atmonitori
g ting X monitoring
(Gsaid that theattitudeof the
' are supposed fo be involved

. calcubied atemph okeep Gl

sodiety away from the exercise. -
'IMGw?:Kalmwn, Innocent
Chukwuma, made the disdosure
?‘ndfmm"“yi“mmﬁfm“’ﬁ%
bo! INEgdan UNDP was
ik e “Thes, are
mal%naﬁ', it difficult for us to follow
the ballot during and after the
election. And these are signs that
there are attempts to manipulate
“Thecommissionhasrefused
accredit Gur members who are

- sy tomonitor theelections.

“We have no fewer than 10,000
members to monitor the exercdise
inthe36states of the federationand

ja. But INEC cannot boast of

Chukwuma said  the
implication is that TMG had
resorted to asking its members to
monitor the election only in areas

- monifors, the

1,000badges and thisis le -

asmernbers,
_mmﬂlgelﬁgpmdent observweg
" were .also,mgistened to vote as

Ni ¢
%ccording to the TMG
dhaiman, forastateasbigasLagps,
mmbadgsweremleamdbﬂ'ne
G just as similar was
released for mostof the statesin the
South West, South East, South
South and evenin ﬂ&c;alt\loxﬁm
“It is important Nigerians
and the world are alerted that since
INECIZ cannbad ot rfg?kedavailable
i in dent
moitors, the whole noe being
made gy]] the Commission on the
availability of materials is buta -
charade,” Chukwuma explained.
- Hiswords: “INEC doesnothave
the materials, hence what it
lied to the states. So, itis a
. of material inad A
Ket, the chairman, Professor
g ot
i t
g boutadequate

“Between INEC and UNDP,
someone has some explanation to
offer because the latter was
contracted to print the materials for
INEC under their so-called joint
donor .

“Therefore, if independent
to discharge their own role
effectively, then thereisa problem.”

Although, Chukwuma

thatthe lanwas
. tofrustxateﬂw’IM(g,menPlembers

have resorted tofollow theexercise
despite all odds.
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But after voting in Yola, Vice
President, Atiku Abubakar,

- stressed that the election could

never be free and fair.

. “T have made my comment
and thatisthat,” hestated, adding
that he would reserve further
remark until he receives
informationfromother partsof the
oountry..

Atiku arrived Ajiya ward
polling unit at 10.%8’ a.m. in
company of Action Congress
(ACFAC?’amawa overnorship
candidate, ]bral'nn'tAl petel, Police
G e , Ckorive
and other security officials.

Voting in Fufore, Girei, Yola
North and South, Demsa and
Mayo Belwa Councils was

and the tum out large.

Unlike in previous elections,
there were no complaints of
shortage of materials and late
arrival oﬂi}cln;sa]s.

After casting his vote in Ajiya
ward, f;)nner Governor %ﬁfug
Gongola State, BamHGnEga
commended the C for an
orderly conduct and timely take
off of the exercise; unlike te
President, Ken Nnamani, who
called fora fresh electionin Enugu
after waiting in vain for three
hoursinhis Amechi Awkunanaw
ward fo cast his vote.

Nnamani declared that no

voting took place in Enugu State,

dtingtheabsence of offidalsof the
INEC and voting materials
statewide.
Hiswords: “Asat1:30p.m. that
I'm talking to younow, thereisno
i inmy area. [ got to
g‘f:em;:glhng unit ar}:d ﬂleleg(‘)'vtas
ing there. I saw large crowds
of waiting to voteand I also
}axﬁ' ined themtowait for the officials.
had to leave when people also
dispersed. There was novoting at
all nmy area.”
However, the election beﬁa];
in just that
the process was very slow.
Military and police personnel
patrofled the streets and Police

Comumissioner, Kelvin Opol;ﬁ,
said everything was goingonwell.
InEdo, voters inA%xOEugshowed
enthusiasm as they reported at
E)lling centres as early as 8 am.
lectionmaterialsalso arrive early.
Election began well in most
530‘ centres in Katsina, -even
ugh some units experienced
late artival of matenials.

Former Head of State,
Muhammadu Buhari, who is
ANPP Presidential candidate,
voted at 9.15 am. in Daura. '

Katsina Governor and PDP
Presidential candidate, Umaru
Yar’Adus, cast his own ballot at
11.30 am. inKatsina. -

The exercise began late in
Nasarawa; in contrast, there were
large tum outs in Bauchi where it
took off early ~ and Police
Commissioner, Aminu  Yesufu,
said he had received. favourable

rts.
from Sokotosaid vot
comienced sty ot S
am: The logistics were and
votersconducted inan
ordérly manner.
i, voting did

But, in Maid
notstartinmost aity’s polli
centresby 9.00a.m. there
was a large turn out in most
centres, EC officials were
absent.

Election materials were
distributed to all the 17 councils in
Abia. Voting began at 9 am.,
gﬁﬁgﬂﬁy ue to the late arrival

C officialsand the materials,
which werealsodispatched tothe
13 coundlheadquarters in Ebonyi

ongafewhoursbovoﬁn?
bonyi Resident Electoral
Commissioner, Maria Owi, said
the vehidles ferrying the materials
were accompanied by security -
men to ensure their .
Eml);?ltmnpo were
recruited to handle the elections,
sheadded, butlamented that most
of them failed to turn up for.

The materials had not been
received by polling officials in
Abakaliki coundl by 930 am.
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