‘Delta Approves
N16.7b For
Road Projects

By Tunke-Aye Bisina
CORRESPONDENT, Asaba

Delta State government has
earmarked the sum of N16.7
billion for various road
projects in the state, of which
N9 billion was approved for
two road projects in riverine
areas.

The Commissioner for In-
formation, Mr Bolatsi Dudu,
who briefed reporters after
the state Executive Council
meeting, explained that the
two road pro]ects are in com-
munities in Warri South West
Local Government Area.

According to him, one of

them was the construction of
roads along Ubefan-
Inikorogha-Azama-New
Jerusalem Zion-Oporoza-
Opuedebubor-Okpeleama-
Ikpokpo-Madangho at an es-
timated cost of N5 billion.

The main road, he ex-
plained, was 11.46 kilometres
while the internal roads are
about 5.2 kilometres.

The other road estimated at

N4 billion would stretch from
Okerenkoko to Pepe Ama
and Kokodiagbene. Itis 13.68
kilometres and the internal
roads are 4.2 kilometres, he
said.

Dudu listed other road
projects approved as the con-
struction of Old Okpe Road
from Jeddo to Orhorhe Junc-
tion with a spur to Egborode
at the cost of N1.2 billion; and
construction of 16 km Adeje-
Egbeleku Umiaghwa, Oviri
Okpe Road at the cost of N2
billion.

Others are the 9.8 km
Bedesegha-Assah-Etefe Road
at the cost of N'1.8 billion; con-
struction of phase one of
Okwagbe, Otutuama, Esaba,
Ekroda, Emadaja Road put at
N2 billion.

The meeting, he informed,
also determined and re-
awarded the contract for con-

struction of the 8.8 km Issele-  Rivers State Governor, Dr Peter Odili (Ieft), with his Imo and Akwa Ibom counterparts, Achike Udenwa (middl,
Uku/Ubulu-Uku Road at the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) Presidential campaign in Lagos.. .at the weektfg
cost of N400 million.
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eral tunes, theboyshehiredto ~ “GMoU fund cannot be that highly-placed persons in ~ Soldiers, naval personnel

yearly royalties paid to the
leaders and chiefs of the com-
munity by oil giants, Shell.
This claim ‘was however
faulted by another youth
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By Francis Onoiribholo
CORRESPONDENT, Warri

Two persons were feared
dead while scores of others
were seriously injured in a
bloody clash between Fulani
herdsmen and indigenes of
Enhwe Community in Isoko
South Local Government
Area of Delta State at the
weekend.

This followed the alleged
invasion of the community’s
farmland by the herdsmen.

The herdsmen, said to be
in their numbers, and their
cattle allegedly invaded the

community, killing two indi-

genes who were said to have
accused them of destroying
their crops. Names of the de-
ceased were not immediately
known.

Dail Independent gathered
that the herdsmen entered
the community through
Unenurhie community in
Ughelli North Local Govern-
ment Area and proceeded to
other parts of Enhwe when
a farmer reportedly chal-
lenged them for destroying
their farmland with their ani-
mals. A scuffle was said to
have broken out between the
herdsmen and some farmers,
with the former who were

edInF

armed with rifles and other
dangerous weapon allegedly
opening fire on the farmers.

By the time the news of the
1nc1dent filtered into the
town for the people to launch
a counter-attack, the shot vic-
tims had lost much blood
and could not survive.

The herdsmen were said to
have immediately fled the
scene, abandoning their
cattle. However, a group of
youths were said to have in-
flicted machete injury on two
of them as they scampered in
different directions.

Although details of the in-
cident were still hazy at the

time of this report, sources
said several indigenes of the
community were injured in
the fracas. But the incident
resulted in an exodus of in-
digenes from the town, fol-
lowing rumours that the
herdsmen were planning
another round of attack on
the community.

The quick intervention of
the police from the Oleh po-
lice station however saved
the situation, as a team of
policemen moved to the
town to curtail the incident.

Meanwhile, the police
have arrested two of the
herdsmen in connection

assassinate me,” he told our
reporter.

The former spokesman of
the key opposition pohtlcal

withdrawn without the a
proval of répresentatives of the
company (Shell), the state gov-

ernment, local government, -
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the community hired assassins
from Elem Tobia to carry out
the killings, a charge the ac-
cased community denied on

]

and mobile policemen have
however been deployed in
the community to restore
peace. . .
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ary 6, 2007.
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Herdsmen,
- Isoko Community Clash

with the attack while an-
other was said to be in criti-
cal condition at the Ughelli
Central hospital.

When contacted, the Oleh
Divisional Police Officer,
Mr Gabriel Ughotor, said
only one person died in the
attack while the situation -
has been brought under
control, adding that two
Fulani suspects have been
arrested in connection with
the attack. ,

He said the matter has
been transferred to th
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (SCID) in Asaba
for further investigation.

CourtS
Closure
Calabar School
rmonons Eatabar

The Federal High Court in
Calabar, Cross River State, has
restrained the state government
from closing down Hillcrest
Hl School located in Ekorinim

e Calabar metropolis pend-
mg the determination of the suit.

Justice AO e gave the
order at the w in Suit No.
FHC/CA/CS/3/2007, follow-
ing a motion ex parte filed by the
plaintiff, Mrs Nancy Effa of
Hillcrest High School.

The order restrains the defen-
dants, whoare the state Attormey-
General, the Ministry of Educa-
tion, the Commissioner for Edu-
ﬁ‘t’xvon, and Mrs Mary Theresa

Other defendants in the suit

are the West African Examina-

tions Council (WAEC) and the
National Examinations Council
(NECO).

Counsdtothe laintiff, Frandis
Esu, had the court to is-
sue the following

the defendants Az er of

privies in what-

with the

tration o?“t:emlgmlaest High

School the determina-

tion of the Motion on Notice.
"Any other order as the court

may deem fit to make in the cir-

cumstance.”

In the er of the
plamé'ffafll\ehn[g)mdgg}iud or-
dered “that an Interim Order ﬁ?ef

ction is granted a;
R
are specifically restrained from
shutting down the Applicant's
school; that this is an Interim Or-
der and it will last up to the re-
turn date unless renewed by the
Court; (and) that the Applicant
sha]lgweunderlalqngastodam
ages n case it turns out that the
oourtwasm:sledmtonmkmgihe

ﬂgmdmg judge, who is-
e order on ]anuary 26
ﬁxed the next hearing for Febru
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