Gunmen Attack -
Agip Oil,
Kidnap Four

By Charles Okonji
SNR CORRESPONDENT

’Ihre(ehlltaa]ians ba;md a kebanese,

nd wereki gunmenin an

e Agip offsh(?rgi(tiati}(’)n in the Niger

— _ Delta on Thursday. .

N\ A Nigerian was reportedly

* killed in the exchange of fire and

another Lebanese received serious ,
injuries.

al Militants stormed the oil firm's

e Drass terminal in Bayelsa, which .
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exlports about 200,000 barrels of .

oil per da ).

lil)eumbe}:'rm p(::t\lbout eight, the
group arriveg in a convoy of
seven speed boats at 06:15a.m.
and met a feeble resistance
%m soldiers guarding the fa-

'R;e identity of the deceased
could not be confirmed at-press
time. )

Agip; in a statement
on itsgl v{’xebsite, named thgg'e al
ducted :as Arena Francésco
(Italian); Russo Cosma, and
Dieghi- Roberto, both Italian
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staff of Plantgeria, a contracti
firm to Agitg,eas well as Ircggs
S., a Lebanese working with
Abed Catering Services.

Commander of the Joint
Military Task Force, Alfred
Ilogho, recounted that “the in-
vading militant groups did not
succeed irr entering the termi-
nal, instead they by-passed it
and v}\;eént 2101 a resii:,:tial faﬁil-
ity where they kidnapped the
tlt{,nee Italian ey atriates.”

An Agip official in Lagos
could not state the whereabouts
of the hostages, though he as-
sured that Bayelsa officialshave
begun negotiation with the

militants on how to secure the
release of the captives.

Kidnappings for ransom

havebecome a common phe-
nomenon in the Niger Delta,
as hostages are usually re-
leased ux%harmed after mon-
ies have changed hands..
Last month, a British hos-
tage and a Nigerian died dur-
ing an attempt to rescue cap-
e th 1d’seighth
Nigeria, the world’s ei|
biggsegsftnél rter of crude, has
lostmore 500,000 bpd or

.afifth of its output, since Feb-

ruary when militants staged
a series of-armed raids on oil

installations in the Niger Delta.

The militants are demandin
greater local control of the oi
wealth.

The Niger Delta, which ac-
counts for all of Nigeria's oil

. output, has, for years, been

tagued by kidnappings, at-
Facg;lon o}ill facilitll)gsl,nsgtsnug—
gling of crude oil, and politi-
cally motivated violence.
ursday’s attack came as
Nigeria prepares to host the
143rd extraordinary confer-
ence of ministers of the
Organisation of Petroleum Ex-
%ﬂ Countries (OPEC) on
mber 14.
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