Bloodbath

“HEAD, CRIME DESK .-

. The :town in- its usual
+2006, had:started like:every: -
~other-day. for’ résidents of -

s known for its fafmo’us neck-
sreakinig speed. of smugglers
aui;led mptehe the movement
of illegally: imported: fairly

. feferred to as Tokunbo./
“éitmogphere was conducive

-garly fise of-the town's
{nhabitants, who had gone
about their normal daily
| -businesses-without any.idea
‘that such a joyous mood

@4 the day coincided with the
“town’s market day, which
often  witnesse
- ‘attendance of people from far.
ahdnear. - -,
““In this mood, the people
went about the act of buying

~envisage any unfavourable
~turn of events. = -

. And then suddenly, all
‘these changed. All of a
-sudden, people started
scampering for safety, drivers
.and :commetcial motorcycle
operators, which’ are largely
in ‘use, abandoned vehicles

men and women ran into
.'each other in their bid to get
out of the market square fast,
"leaving behind their wares.
“Alas! This hitherto boisterous
city - became - desolate.

Though, still eatly in the day, :
uut darkness seemed to have:-

n

-sody of K hinde Idowu:

0 ode, Yewa in Ogun'State.
‘bubbling and bustling serene

«pfa
gs’ed vehicles popularly~
{ Early on the fateful day, the
*-and'this was reflected by the -

could be shattered, especially

large

and -selling and did not

and motorcycles, traders :
closing shops, while market"

i
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;provocation, unsplicited-
;interference ;

.and

‘uncontrolled { anger;

‘blossomed into full-scale
-war, where guns ahd other’

dangerous weapons.were
freelyused. = =

During
“madness” . lasted,  thée
situation defied any form of
control as the entire town
wasengulfed in the violence.

What could have been
resolved - without much
stress while allowing

reasons to prevail blackened -
the day. The violence defied °
age,.as both the young and :

old were not spared.
« "~ All scampered for safety
as 'shops, offices and
residential quarters had
‘their doors and windows
hurriedly shut. =~
-Visitors, who were
transiting to their respective
places and passin; ough

- the'town, had to aﬁght from

their vehicles and made for

Some hid in ‘the bush until
they could return to embark
on théir journey. What could
have led to all these, you
may ask? A
“But nobody could have

“imagined that the police, .
vith: . “the e

with

saddled

“the time - the

different hidir}g places.
us

'.f?{pdli.ce‘ made-use,of ‘their

rifles in what was régarded

- asdelf-defence, the butchers
~and-their sympathisers in
- addition to using suspected

uns, also brandished
ives; cutlasses, axes, and
every available weapon

-~ they could lay their hands
n

on. R .
Though, the confrontation

. reportedly started from the

‘markgtplace, according to
an eyewitness, the real
battle, however, took place

/atthe Owdbde Police Station,

which eventually became
the battleground. And when
it was over, virtually all the'
valuables, including
vehicles. at the station had
been destroyed, - some
beyond repairs. Casualties
were recorded on both-sides.

In the ensuing melee,
.havoc was wreaked. Police
‘bullets reportedly hit four
persons, killing two
instantly while the other
two,

On the side of the police
also, 11 persons including

B

who -included a -
~ primary school pupil, are
“currently on danger list.

the Divisional Crime Officer
- +(DCQ) and. two Assistant

include

o An exihibit vehicle

i

t Border Town As

illed, 11

‘were ‘Ajayi James ' (DCO),

Sunday Sam andi‘Ayodele
- (ASPs), Fatai Abolade, Osahan
Amiede, Joseph {Nnenna,
“Balogtin ‘Femi and Taye
Olafimihan.
~ They were initially rushed to
the King Cross Hospital from
where they wete transferred to
another hostﬁital. :
" - Though, the whereabouts of
‘a Constable; Agbaje Olalekan,
was yet to be ascertained as at
Wednesday, as hethad been
declared missing by the police
authorities. The affected .
‘constable Wwas believed
abducted by the rampaging
armed men, who reportedly
stormed the police station in a
furry,

- One of the civilian casualties
was 26-year-old Kehinde
Idowu, who was reportedly
preparing for his freedom after
completion ‘of four years

. apprenticeship. The. deceased

was said to have vjsited a
barbing saloon: in his
neighbourhood in company-of
his friend wheri tragedy struck.

Kenny, as fondly called by
family members, friends and
- well-wishers, was gunned

down' allegedly” by police

bullet. * |
Other civilian victims, who
“were reportedly receivin
‘treatmentat a private hospital,
ne Mr.-Mosudi, .a

ray, Alapara -
“12-year-old’

sides, - - A
“But.an‘ eyewitriess, who -
-craved:anonymity, ;told Daily
:Independent that trouble started .
when a-team of plain:clothed
‘ policemen went into one of the
town’s - ‘major - -markets.
ostensibly to effect the arrest of
some: miscreants, .who were
said to-have been‘terrorising
traders and visitors at the
market. " S

The young men were also
alleged. to be in the habit of
’smoiin weeds suspected to be
- Indian hemp openly. '

However, the alleged
miscreants were also said to be
smart enough to have escaped
from the scene before ‘the
arrival of the police team.

It was gathered that on their
arrival, the police team sighted
a young man who was busy
defecating very close to the




Police

spot where ‘the
miscreants. ..reportedly
harassed ~ _:innocent

businessmen-and women.

The young :man; whose
_-Inj confrontin,

- name could-not:beverified,
was instaritly suspected to be

. one of the wanted mistreants.
It was gathered that the
-police, who had: acted on a
tip-off by one' of the market

. leaders, re ortedly attempted
to arrest.the young man, but
this was resisted by market
women, who were attracted
to the scene by the insistence
of the young man that he was
innocent. What was initially a
minor disagreement between
the market womeh and the
police” team -eventually
snowballed into hot exchange
of words. Though, the
olicemen were said to have

* freed the young man and also

left the area, this, according
eyewitness was: temporary
respite. s
- According to eyewitness
-account, theé policemen were
unhappy. They simply would
not have any of what they got.
'Pronto! The officers were said
to have gone back to the
market reinforced. !
- . It was learnt tha
officers - | ,

prevent any -arrest b

team:of policemen. .

‘the -air, probably:
the crowd, which was said to
‘have become unruly. 7 .
At this stage, hell-was let
loose. i
. What snowballed: into: the
bloody battle started. at this
-stage. . L -
Daily Independent gathered
that one:of .the live ‘bullets
fired reportedly hit a'butcher
simply identified as Kamoru

on the leg This allegedly
sparked off a protest by the
butchers, who  .were

occupying a section.of the
market. [

It was learnt that Kamoru's
became

friends,  who

leeing

‘disperse ! ), itV
-'waslearnt, was also not found.
inthe hospital, neither washe

‘Relations Officer (PPRO); Mr. -
Femi "Awoyale, a Deputy .
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in a pogl of blood, were

“sdid to have taken up arms

r;cq'gaihst the policemen, . who
“by then. realising the danger
e butchers,
who were. there in:their
'hundfeds, headed for their
" station.

- ~.The act of chasing each

othier engulfed the entire
town, miscreants and other
persons, who seemeéd to be

+Waiting for an opportunity .

;likef this to vent their anger,

. reportedly joined in the. fray,
unleashing terror on the town,
-smashing every valuable on -
© .. that visited the town in the - .Some police officers were sent

The “violent” crowd, which -

‘their way.

seemed not to be satisfied
with the havoc wreaked on
. the town, reportedly moved
. to the station, this time to deal
with the officers who were

believed, in their estimation,

to:have started the crisis. At

--the end, the mob invaded the

police station and nothin
‘tangible was left untouched.
" No fewer than nine vehicles
including three belonging to
visitors were vandalised.
_.. The mob was also said to

plicemen found atthe

-performing his duties béfore.
he ““invasion” ‘by the
rampaging mob. The cop, it

‘seenathome. - -

- -It:could not be -éscertaine& :
- at the:time of filing this report
- if the a‘lleged missing officer

.’had been found. L
Ironically, movement of the
:everbusy illegally imported
fairly used vehicles (Tokunbo)
was. temporarily halted. The

drivers, known for their
notoriety especially on the

road, were provided
compulsory rest ‘while-the

violence lasted. . :
- The mayhem led to the

immediate visit by the

, Butchers Clash

prehensive; having-S'ig'-htéd\ ;

- Mr, Joseph
o ena - 15 :
- alsopossibly:visitthe injured  firin,

- including ‘the -palicé station
-and the King Cross Hospital,” that fateful day, the station

-the cops were recuperating.

'Oyeyemi Adejare }O/fyeniran,

- to claims by peogle, who were

~Criminal

have ‘descended’ on the’

“.could be felt by anybod

lalekart could not be found - th
~:at:the ‘station: where he - was -

-arrest of the suspects,-said-
-that/investigations were still -

-despite the “provocation”

period

Dlelfuty Governor of the State, - confrontation lasted.
Alhaja Salmot Badruj and'the ~ He said, “The ‘police at
state’s Police. Commyissioner, - ‘Owode did not shoot or kill .
eph’Apapp;-{o-asséss. .anybody. Instedd it was those -
the extend ‘of dampge -and. who ‘attacked us that were
A ed:, from :all - angles,
“-attacking policemen with
every dangerous objéct you
-can think of”. .
- The PPRO stated that, “On

in hospital. > - i
During their visit,ithe .duo
-inspected-all affected areas

where the injured especially received a report concerning
cot two -persons and ‘two
policemen were detailed to

" ‘invite the men mentioned.
‘Unfortunately, our men were
denied that his men fired live obstructed from performing
bullets that culminated inthe  their statutory duties and
‘death of two personsand two = were assaulted and stripped
others:injured.. ; . naked. These officers, whose
This, however, rancontrary  lives were in danger, made
éfforts to get across to the
interviewed by the top -station, informing - their
overnment furictionaries superiors of ‘the situation..

Though, while briefing the
visitors, the DPO, Mr.

wake of the bloody battle.
For now, it was learrit that
the state’s Police Command
has arrested no fewer than 25
persons over the incident. also attacked and injured at
They had " since been ' the scene. The. officers, who
transferred to. the State had every means to defend
Investigation themselves, did not do so.
department (SCID), Elewe- “Instead, they found ways
eran;, Abeokuta, where they of escaping from the scene
are undergoing interrogation ' and returned to the station.
‘over their perceived'roles in  But this assault on the law
the mayhem thatengulfed the enforcement agents was not
once peaceful border town. enough, as the attackers
Thetown is gradually picking moved  with dangerous
up the pieces, howdver, the ' weapons straight to the police
scars created by the onslaught = station, " shooting and
+ maiming officers and men,.
they . destroyed: virtually
hing at ‘the: sta

to the scene to free.the
detained  cops from their
attackers. ’

“The police officers were

isiting the border to
thebloody.encount
police office

after.

Superintendent of Police
(DSP), who ¢éonfirmed-the

going on over the ‘suspected

roles’of the detained persons.
‘Awoyale stated that the .
olice should not be blamed
or the crisis, insisting that

they never made use of live
ammunition throughout the -
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the = bleody _*(L-R): Taiwo, Asohon and Femi.




