Police Probe
‘Death Of Palm -

Wine Tapper In-

Ngor-Okpala

By Ben Duru..
ORRESPONDENT, Owerri

Imo State Commissioner of .
: Policc;EEd ]o}};ar;ﬂMdrenike, };ﬁ:
instituted a toinvesti;
killing of a palm-wine ta% at
Umuorisha' village in Ngor-
Okpala Local Government Area of
the state. .
The investigation order by the
re following protests by notable
memberswol?g\g community that -
over-zealous olicemen
i ed from the Eagle Squad
of the command killed the man,
FinDbarl NIkwochaOkere. ldthé
aily Independent was tol t
the sqt?ad hadbeeninvited by the
traditional ruler of the community,
Eze Agube, because of revelations
made by a dleric invited by the
youths for "a liberation
rogramme. :
P Sources said the man of God
from Rhema Chapel based in Aba,
Abia State, Pastor Chukwuemeka
Thuoma, had been invited by the
- community following series of
calamities and retard in growth of
the people. -
As part-of the deliverance
exercise, the pastor was said to
have encouraged those still
indulged in fetish worship to -
denounce their- practice and
embrace the proper mode of
worship, as that remains the only
potent way of liberating the
community and her people from
their present pm}itil:mnent.
-~ Inthecourse of the programme
some of the leadle?'rs of the
community - were alleged to have .
and ‘politelyteturned their fetish -
ornaments and other materials to
embrace Christ; but this did not
- go down well with some others
. originally opposed tothe exercise. -
: correspondent was further
- told that the traditional rulér had
‘petitionied: ' the: Imo- . State -
verninent that youths of the:
- community were threatening to -
. endanger  theé: Sam. Mbakwe
" Aitport, a stofie throw from his
ace. ™~ - ) :
PalHe insisted that if something -
was not done immediately to
large-scale bloodshed, which .
would notspeak well for the peace
ma_lgg;e ntly exists inthe state: .
- - The government was said to.
- -have sent the letter to the office of -
... the commissioner. of police, who.

- immediately dispatched ateamof -
-~ -»Eag}els)ﬂ‘- mim,‘ threebusesload. -
' of mobile policémen. .-, - ol

g thevﬂlaggabouttl a1, the police >
s ! _

up some’ .

- of the 52 names .allegedly. .
' ermindiig the threat to-the - -

airport,- including a former.
’ rrgz%st’ of theAqvan Tkoku . -

- College of Edueation, and forced

- into’ the” air-and-later on:by-
+ ' standerssome of whorushedout .

Itwasinthéshotingathouses;

 his house and he bled: to.death

 before-he cauld be rushed to a- -
: !léal'b)"hl)spxtal sital for treatment..: ... .
. Whenthedeathof the 68-year- -
.. old father of seven:children hit

the community; -the policemen - -

. - were- said"fo- have. quickly .

" them with,gu :Yndﬂ\ahtwas
 inthecauseofthis that Okere was



