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By Sakibu Olokojobi and and they are shooting sporadically,
Austin Avwode » ‘moving from house to house.
with Agency report ' Peg;%e are now fleeing the area,”
. : : e agency said a military
The federal government carried spokesman confirmed that an
out its threat to flush out hoslijaé& operation was under way but
t:flgll;g militants in the Niger Delta | declined to give details.
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Soldiers Invade P’"Harcourt

Continued from Al

Areliable source confirmed the
incident to Sunday Independent,
but refused to give details.

According tohim, detailsof the
incident would bestbe gottoday.

RiversState Commissioner for
Information, Mr. Magnus Abe,
refused to speak on the incident
when contacted by our reporter.

“Call the Army PRO to
confirm, because we don't control
them and we do not know
anything about their movement.
I have no knowledge of their
operations,” he said.

Butinhisownreaction, the Co-
ordinator of ljaw Monitoring
Group (IMG), ;\/k Joseph Evah,
condemned the action. ’

- been affected,

He expressed concern over
innocent lives that would have
, ially those of
defenceless womenand children.

It would be recalled that only
last Tuesday, the federal
government decided to use

" military might tohalt the activities

of hostage takers in the Niger
Delta.

Ata dosed door meeting with
some governors from the area,
President Olusegun Obasanjo
warned them as well as oil
companies in the area not to pay
ransometoany hostage takersany
longer.

Militants had in recent times

kidnapped a dozen of foreign oil -

workers,
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