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T h e  was a mas  exodus of 
le from some communities 

pfmohua local government 
area of Rivers State at the week- 
end, following a clash between 
rival cult ups that left six per- 
sons d e a r  

Sources told o u  correspon- 
dent on Sunda that most of the 
kiilings took in Ogbakiri, 
a community which been en- 

meshed in communal violence 
sine 1999. 

The fighting which report- 
edly started on Saturday came 
as a reprisai attack b a cult 
group known as Deweli 
against its major rival, the 
De bam cult roup. 

The ~ewelfcult group was 
reportedly on a mission to 
avenge the IdUing of some of 
its members in the community 
in 2005 and successfull felled 
six members of the dgbam 
group Friday night. 

The shootings that foilowed 
the clash immediately sent 
panic waves aaoss the nearby 
communities, forcing many to 
flee to safe areas. Sources said 
even the de loyrnent of po- 
licemen to me communities 
had not stopped the exodus 
of eople. 

The police image-maker in 
the state, Mrs. Ireju Barasua 
confirrned the incident Sun- 
day but refused to give the 
casualty figures, assuring 
however that the situation 

had been bmght under control. 
But some sources also 

clairned that the clash was po- 
liticaily motivated, insinuatm 
that the kilhngs was a result 05 
a bitter strug le for power be- 
tween two rival politidans in 
0 bakiri. 

f n  the last three months since 
the return of political activities, 
cult groups allegedly loyal to 
some plitacians had stepped up 
its actavities, and had regained 
control of areas which they werc 
chased away h m .  
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