Militants Kill Five Naval Qfﬁcers

By Bukola Ojeme (Abuja) and
Francis Onoiribholo (l‘ll{lam)

Navy Commander Francis
Niyi Kolawole, four ratings

and two civilians were on

Wednesday night killed by
militants who ambushed two
Chevron vessels in Chanomi
creek, Delta State.

Several .other Naval men .
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~ and the crew members were

senously injured.
The two shi

Warri on We

floon, were conve

ment and food 1tg:runsg to eI:;

base in Escravos when they

were attacked hy youths m

whxch left

esday after-

. 20 speed boats.
e news has devastated

 the base of NNS Delta in

Warri.

Joint Task Force (JTF)
Commander, Brig. Gen.
Alfred Hogho, confirmed
the attack but sa1d mforma-

tion on the deaths was stlll
sketchy at press time.
“The attack may not have

. been carried out b mxhtants

but by hoodlums g un-
der the gulse of militants,”

he ex ,
I\E’u Delta Commander,

Navy Capt ~Mufutau
A ibade, was in a meeting

when contacted on Thurs-
day, so he could not make
comment.

However, the fjaw

member of the State
.Assembly, I(mgsleyKukyp,
sa:dma

altbe-

that reprisal a
Tt CM.- A2
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Continued from Al
1ing-cau‘rie,t‘ﬁe (?;tﬂclm Ijaw vil-
a » military.
ﬁ%lleged ihar);t the
troops are searching for
those who killed the Naval
men, a claim denied by a
senior Naval officer who

insisted that ;?ort on the
deaths was still being col-

latgd."

- s aum o

A statement issued on

“ Thursday in Abuja by Na-

val Director of Informa-
tion, Captain O.C. Medani,
confirmed that the Navy

‘has beguninvestigation

into the killings.

He announced that
Kolawole would be buried
tomorrow at the military
cemetery in Rivers State.

-

. - Medani added that al-

though “information is still
very sketchy, we are inves-
taigating to know what actu-

%n:h‘:e militant attack that
killed four other ratings and
two civilians, the late
Kolawole displayed out-
standing bravery. He was
killed w%\ile cogtageously

and gallantly defendin
some gxeign oil workers an
a gas plant that was being at- -
tacked by the militants.
“Kolawole refused to give
up the gas plant to the mili-
tants or abandon the foreign
oil workers and, despite
overwhelming odds, fought
to the very last man.”




