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percent of people displaced by the conflict are staying with family members or other host families
in communities where they have little access to humanitarian support, stretching the already
limited capabilities of host families. Representatives of international non-governmental agencies
told Human Rights Watch that lack of access to internally displaced people and inadequate funds
hamper their efforts to provide relief and protection to those groups.

Specific incidents and patterns of abuse are described below.

Nigerian Army Attack in Mundu, Bauchi State
On December 6, 2015, Nigerian army soldiers attacked the village of Mundu, in Bauchi State,
leaving at least five civilians dead and burning down most of the village, according to witnesses
interviewed separately by Human Rights Watch. Six months earlier, the village leader had told the
army that “strange people” whom he believed were members of Boko Haram had set up a camp in
the forest 2 kilometers away. Soldiers visited the village in June and August asking for details of
the camp’s location, which residents could not provide since they were afraid to go into the forest.

Mundu residents interviewed by Human Rights Watch said the village did not have Boko Haram
members and that Boko Haram did not have fighters stationed there including at the time of the
attack. The witnesses said that on occasion Boko Haram members came to the village market to
buy food and other supplies, warned residents not to report their presence to the security forces
and then returned to the nearby forest.

As the attack began, a low-flying helicopter hovered over the village, another village community
leader said. Then hundreds of soldiers in 7 armored personnel carriers and 30 military trucks
entered the village, and the soldiers opened fire, he said.

Satellite imagery recorded on December 14 and 24 and analyzed by Human Rights Watch provides
compelling evidence of extensive fire burn scars across the village, and shows that at least 490 out
of 550 structures were most likely destroyed by fire. The distinctive burn scar pattern surrounding
village housing, separated by healthy vegetation and unaffected topsoil, is consistent with an
arson attack, Human Rights Watch said.

When presented with the findings in a meeting on March 11 in Abuja, army authorities said they
were unaware of the incident. The leader of the team of military investigators said that the chief
of army staff, Lt. Gen. Kenneth Minimah, had ordered “the immediate deployment of the military
police to investigate the allegations.”
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