W9 Guardian Nigeria T GuardianNigeria W9 08630421 12 Luar aksu wges 1

By Suliyat Tella

a container truck lost control and bar-
@ reled into shoppers at Balogun Market on

une_20 n't just a headline; it was a
ni he aremthat came to life. Two glople were
on the §; three more y_injured,.
d 0sians w

and once aga ere left to ask wh
davyuine o g -

_d bcade has stll-not-been-enforced Y
This is more so that less than 48 hours after the_ -
Balogg incident, another truck accident hap- =

jaarea.
But weelils2 ?ﬁer the articulated vehicle accidents

in June 2024,.nobody is raising the need to ban
trucks from movingdun’nsda ime until anoth-
er fatal incident occurs. Yet there are repeated
articulated vehicle accidents on Lagos roads in
spite of a law restricting movement of trailers
and container trucks during daylight hours since |
2012. And over decade after the law, the state gov-
emment has notgot the courage toimplementit
The law, which restricts movement between <.
6.00am and 9.00pm was designed to reduce traf-
fic congesu’on and prevent deadly accidents

caused by heavy duty vehicles on the country’s FREREE RO
roads. y ey Y, y A scene of a truck accident in Lagos [t
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octsall thiese accidents Is not just the pain _away. I don’t want problems. Most of them drive smaller vehicles like korope buses are

When on Friday, June 20,2025, the husyﬂalngm. '
@.Ma.:h:tms mte#ugted %a container truck tha government to do better. Ajibola Rufus, who lives in Alapere and drives nearby, I get nervous. I think if m can only
lost control and ram Tn 2015;-also on the Ojuelegba Bridge, a private car, said he often tries to avoid drivin% move at nigt, 'people like me feel safer
%‘m’&%ﬂ, free people died wheTamtnlatched con-_ beside trucks. “Anytime I'm on the road and 1 during the dar
tdirections. Others n atmer fell from a moving trailer. What con-  see a container truck close to me, I just move ~Commercial drivers, especially those who
k&

: theycause but the fact that they keep hap- don't even care about other road users. They not left out. Wasiu Adedimeji, who has been

tee others were badly injured, and for the same reason. drive anyhow,” he said. driving korope for over 10 years, said driving

goods were scattered across the road. “AtBalogun Market,oneof the traderswho  Accordingtohim, the onlywaytoreduce these beside a container truck is very dangerous.

Eyewitnesses later said the truck had brake prob- witnessed the accident, Elisha Eze, said the accidents is to allow trucks to move only at “They don't obey traffic laws. Most ol them

lems. truck had likely offloaded its goods that night. “It’s not a perfect solution, but it will have bad brakes. And if you're driving a small

Less than 48 hours after that, another deadly moming, which made it difficult to trace help. Last year, when that big truck hit the vehicle like ours, they don't even see you,” he
@nsh happened. In the early_hours.of Sunday, who owned it. “But I do not know they’re Alapere pedestrian bridge, anﬁ collapsed the said. :

: 40_11_?_2,2..3 container truck overturned at lyana not supposed to be moving during theday.  bridge, if it had happened in the afternoon, He recounted an incident involving one of

ell on a commercial minibus (korope). They always come inside the market in the many i)seglple would have died because that his colleagues. “Last year, a truck almost

e mini ytime, and nobody stops them.” bridge is always busy.” crushed his korope. It was only God that saved
[hese are not isolated events. I Jan .4 Ezealsosald that some of the boys who col- Thegfear of m):sdtsul?also stopping people from him. But the &p;e was lgnor)e’d. like it 3?(‘{!1'1:
% 3imilar incident occurred on lect money from the truck drivers are the even learning to drive. Adesunbo Olaoye said happen. This thing happens a lot, but nobody
ge A container fell off a truck on e people who collect money from she has refused to learn how to drive because of mlEsabout it”
yrllgea 2 Ies girsﬂ’ eld n g?g'eﬁa i'ees lr:‘% %10 ’t#eo;oaaclirségg. This, he her t]f::ar. "l('jm sﬁared gf cmlner trucks. If ’'m thlillnllke Elisha, Wasiu knows about the law
. It caused serious anger - y narrow on the road and one is co my way, | might t restricts container trucks during the d
among Lagos residents with fresh promises from roads, just faint. Even when I'm ina us!ndi truckis Buthe doesn’t believe it ever works.g g
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