Terrorists al

From Odita Sunday (Abuja)
and Danjuma Michael (Katsina)
ERRORISTS have killed

L tWo persons a&ﬁﬂ%rﬁed man, with a dozen
ducted more than 30 per- _ othiersinjured.

cluding six women and a

—a

sons others in two The incident comes less

communities of Batsari Lo-__than a week after bandits
cal Coundil of Katsina State.  kidnapped several people in

o

N day morning took place The council area is among

oriya communities. . sant security challenges,
JT According to sources, 25
persons, including women
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Hundreds of lives have
been lost since the security
situation began more thana
decade ago in the state, with
thousands abducted for ran-
som, and hundreds of thou-
sands of animals rustled.
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Military engages bandits

A spokesperson for the
state police command, ASP
Abubakar Aliyu, did not re-
spond to calls and messages
put to his mobile line at
press time.

IN a similar development,

troops of the Nigerian
Army, yesterday morning,
engaged in a fierce battle
with bandits, led by Turji
Bello.

The gun duel took place
near Bakin Gulbi, close to
Tungar Yakuba in Sokoto
State. %,

Disclosing this, a counter-
terrorism expert on the Lake
Chad area, Zagazola
Makama, said the clash also
involved  residents  of

egedly kill two, abduct over 30 in Katsina

Gatawa.

Makama said: “Intense
fighting erupted early this
morning, starting around
6:00 a.m., as residents of
Gatawa and Nigerian sol- |
diers engaged in a fierce bat-
tle with notorious bandit
leader, Bello Turji, and his
fighters.

“Further updates on the sit-
uation are expected as both
sides continue their fight
Before the attack, Bello Turji
held a clandestine meeting

in the village of Dan Tasakko,

near Gatawa, shortly after
sunset yesterday.

“Local sources say the meet-
ing involved key figures
from his network, raising
alarms about potential secu-
rity threats in the area.”
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