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Military kills five bandits in Plateau council

From Isa Abdulsalami Ahovi
(Jos), Saxon Akhaine (Kaduna)
and Bala Yahaya (Minna)
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* Hoodlums slay 10 farmers, kidnap scores in Niger, Zamfara %‘:—%’%%s’am’six of the vic-

in Kinashe village, Bashar Dis- -
trict.
said: “The village is a

; ched to the He
Forward Operation Base _bushyarea,and residents had
: ration Safe already fled before the latest

‘Haven, stationed in Wase Lo-

incident.

=cal Council of Plateau State,

“Bandits had displaced peo-

killed five bandits, including - ple from the area, using it as
their kingpin, Kachalla SElelé, a hiding place. The bandits

onMonday.
“The mciaent occurred less

than a week after hoodlums
and vigilantes clashed in the
Dogon Ruwa community, re-
sulting in four deaths.

Avigilante and youth leader
in Wase, Abdullahi Haruna,
told newsmen that the inci-
denthappe

g e

didn’t expect security per-
sonnel to' descend upon

-them at that time, given the

area’s nature.”

Although Haruna acknowl-
edged that eliminating the
bandits does not necessarily .
end banditryin the area, resi-
dents of Wase, particularly
Bashar District, have com-

Q:sent to him.

mended the troops for the

successful operation. -
The villages have suffered

from banditry for two years,

resulting in numerous
deaths, including: security
personnel.

When contacted, the
spokesperson for Operation
Safe Haven, Major Samson
Zhakom, neither took calls
nor responded to messages

tims were beheaded and the
parts taken

They said several others sus-
tained bullet wounds and are
being treated ata clinicin Ka-
gara, the headquarters of the
council.

Locals explained that ban-
dits had resumed aggressive
attacks in the last week, as
farmers from Wushishi, Rafi,
Shiroro, Mariga and Kon-
tagora council areas began to
harvest. arey

HOWEVER, no fewer
than 10 farmers, includ-

On Friday, it was gathered

Jth hoodlums invaded the
Belu-Belu villages In Rafi Lo- cient town of Zungeru in

m&&@:&m‘é Wushishi council area,
"have been reportedly killed = moving from house to house”

|--'l'.

L!v,%‘ 3%

T Syl ok e
il v foat DAY

away.

to steal and kidnap.

A resident. said the
Zungeru's invasion occurred
at midnight on Saturday dur-
ing which a staff member of
Sino-Hydro, Saidu Yakubu
aka Abacha, and his wife,
were kidnapped.

It was further gathered that
two Indian nationals were
kidnapped at a rice farm in
Swashi, Borgu Local Council
same day.

The "Commissioner for
Homeland Security, Brig-Gen
Bello Abdullahi Mohammed, |
said: “The Niger State govern-
ment is very much aware. All
the security stakeholders
have been mobilised to ad-
dress the issue, and prevent
future reoccurrence.

IMILARLY, no fewer than

100 people, including
women, children and elderly
men, have been kidnapFed
by hoodlums in_ Zamfara
communities, near Gusau,
the state capital. -




