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Vice President Kashim Shettima (second right) departing Abuja for the United States to attend the 78th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)...at the weekend.

Flood: NIHSA alerts on rising water levels in Benue Basin

“The attackers used IEDs to
blow up the facility around
2.00 am., plunging Maid-
uguri and surrounding areas
back into darkness. This
marks a repeated targeting of
the critical infrastructure by
insurgents,” the post read.

The TCN, which had restored
the line on September 4,2024,
following its earlier destruc-
tion by terrorists, has yetto of-
ficially speak on the latest
incident as of the time of fil-
ing this report.

In june, TCN stated that two
of its towers, T193 and Ti94,
along the 330KV single circuit
in the axis were vandalised.

On December 28, 2023, tow-
ers T193, T194 and T195, were
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stations in the River Be-
nue basin have surged to
alarming heights, accordin%
to the Nigeria Hydrologica

tified as high-risk flood zones
to take immediate action.

The agency called for urgent
implementation of contain-

gions within the Benue and
Niger River basins as particu-
larly vulnerable to flooding.

Communities along river-

tion camFaign he took to the
})alace of Ata Igala and Eje-
baji in Idah Local Council of
the state, seeking their sup-

Ndidi Mbah, told The
Guardian that the current sit-
uation might not have a link
to Boko Haram, some stake-

Services Agency (NIHSA). ment measures or the prepa-  banks and other flood-prone ~ POIt to move people livi holders accused the company (

Consequently, the National ration for possible water areas were urged to remain  2long the riverbanks to high  of broadcasting the raelpalr of | .
Hydroelectric Power Produc-  conveyance as part of flood vigilant and aghere tosafety ~grounds. . the line only for vandals to at-
ingAreas Development Com-  management efforts. guidelines issued by state Yelwa, who described the tack.

mission (N-HYPPADEC) has
warned nE_SOPIE living along
riverbanks in Kogi State tore-
locate to high grounds to
avoid the devastating impact

“Given the steady increase in
water levels, proactive meas-
ures must be immediately put
in place to mitigate the im-
pacts of flooding,” NIHSA

emergency services.

The flooding risk is a yearly
challenge for many Nigerian
states, particularly during
the rainy season, and has

flood as a natural disaster
that nobody could stop, said
the menace could only be
managed toreduce high dev-
astation as witnessed in 2022

Instead of an explosion as in
the previous two attacks, Mba
said in the current situation,
vandals cut off all four tower
footings, causing the struc-
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The agency said as of Satur-
day, September 21, the Jevels
recorded were 63 metres at
Wuro Boki, 5.04 metres at
Jimeta Bridge, 8.2 metres at
IBBI, 9.4 metres at Malcurdi
and 8.68 metres at Lokoja.

With the figures nearing
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could result in severe flood-
ing, endangering lives, prop-
erty and infrastructure.

This alert followed weeks of
heavyrainfall and heightened
concerns over potential over-
flow from the Lagdo Dam in

Cameroon, which could exac-

river conditions closely and
has promised timely updates
as the situation evolves.
Federal and state authorities
are again encouraged to co-
ordinate efforts to reduce the
impact of potential flooding

on affected communities.

[YPPADEC communities. We
have been sensitising and
calling on the Federal Gov-
ernment to declare a state of
emergency because of the
warning we received from
NiMet and the signs of flood-
ing we have seen or heard
from the locals.”

said the damage was discov-
ered by TCN linesmen durin%
an emergency patrol of theaf
fected area.

She noted that TCN engi-
neers were working on an in-
terim solution to restore
power to the affected areas.




