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One reportedly killed, several
injured in fresh Okuama violence
By Chido Okafor,  Warri

10 May 2024   |   3:47 am

One person has reportedly been killed and several others injured at Okuama

community, in Ughelli South Local Council of Delta State, two days after soldiers

were withdrawn from the settlement.

   

The Guardian learnt that yesterday’s fresh violence ensued when residents, upon

returning to their ruined ancestral homes, found that most of their belongings

had been looted.  

    

The returnees allegedly attacked those who were said to have strayed into the

community and looted it.

 

A former chairman of the Akugbene community, who does not want his name in

print, told journalists that returning Okuama indigenes attacked their people with

machetes.

   

Okuama and Okoloba community, an Ijaw enclave in the Bomadi council area of

the state have been at loggerheads over a piece of land.

   

Recall that soldiers purportedly on a peace mission were gruesomely killed near

Okuama on March 14, prompting the military to lay siege to the community.
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The military withdrew its men on Tuesday after Governor Sheriff Oborevwori

promised displaced Okuama indigenes a safe return to their homes.

   

A local said: “We were surprised to see the soldiers pull out on Tuesday. Some

indigenes of Okuama immediately went back to the community.

 

“But, as I’m talking to you, there is a problem. Three indigenes of our community

have already been ambushed and attacked with machetes by Okuama returnees.

  

“They (the victims) were on their way to the Ezebiri community along a bush path

linking various communities when they were attacked.

  

“One of them, who escaped with machete cuts, narrated that they were attacked

by the Okuama returnees at gunpoint while on their way to Ezebiri. Others were

led towards the jetty at the community waterfront. A victim is in a critical

condition at a hospital.”

   

A native of another neighbouring community who confirmed the attack said:

“Yes, they (soldiers) pulled out of Okuama Tuesday around 5 to 6 pm. A soldier

said that they received a signal from above to leave the community, immediately.

  

“On the crisis between Akugbene and Okuama returnees, those youths went to

Okuama to loot upon hearing that soldiers had left the community.

   

“Armed youths of Okuama accosted and shot at them and some were said to have

been macheted

  

“Two of those Akugbene youths escaped unhurt and we’ve already sent them back

to their community.”

   

A source from Akugbene affirmed that “one of the two victims, who escaped back

to the community after the attack, is dead.”

  

Chairman of Okoloba community, Clement Koki, said his community would
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continue to maintain the peace and pray to God for protection.

 

“It is true that the soldiers have left Okuama. On our part as a community, we will

continue to maintain the peace, and pray to God for His protection and support,”

he said.

 

In this article

Okuama violence Sheriff Oborevwori

Related

UK anti-graft agency lauds EFCC for promoting professionalism
2 hours ago

Get the latest news delivered straight to your inbox every day of the week. Stay

informed with the Guardian’s leading coverage of Nigerian and world news, business,

technology and sports.

×

https://guardian.ng/tag/okuama-violence/
https://guardian.ng/tag/sheriff-oborevwori/
https://guardian.ng/news/uk-anti-graft-agency-lauds-efcc-for-promoting-professionalism/
https://guardian.ng/news/uk-anti-graft-agency-lauds-efcc-for-promoting-professionalism/

