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Gunmen kill two abducted Kogi varsi

__and __ Technology
(CUSTECH), Osara, Kogi State.

~

pared for their firs

Twenty-one students were
rescued by police and local
vigilantes while others
whose number remain un-
known are still with the ab-
ductors.

Kogi State Commissionerof
Police, Bertrand Onuoha, yes-
terday, confirmed that the
students were found to have
_been shot dead, but did not
provide further details.

He said an investigation was
ongoing to unravel the cir-
cumstances of their killing.

From Monday Osayande, Asaba
E Chief Accountant of
Delta State Polytechnic
Oghara, Oviri Onorigho, has
been arrested by the police at
his residence in Oghara town,
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Meanwhile, a non-govern-

UNMEN have killed two mental organisation, Educa-
ucted _stude tion for All (E4A), had earlier
Lonfluence University of

i Sci- _given the names of the two

_students as James Mi
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* Group condemns killing, urges govt to prevent recurrence

“The deceased ed tionTechnology stude d T
ongside other students on Ussein, a 100-Level -

Stu-
s

The Publicity Secretary of
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ast Monday. E4A, Nasir Ibrahim, in a state-

ment, yesterday, said the in-
tent of the kidnappers was to
scare young people from
going to school.

E4A said: "It is sad that the
criminals killed two of the
students who were not
among the 21 rescued in the
operation coordinated by the
Kogi State government.

“Thisis sad, callous,and acall
for collective action against
attackers of educational insti-
tutions. We are aware that
parents of the students were

Delta Poly accou
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CUSTECH

negotiating with the kidnap-
pers, which slowed down the
offensive by security agen-
cies, so as not to endanger
their lives. We were very
hopeful and optimistic that
they will be released at the
end of the negotiations.

* Varsity declares three days of mouming

“We are broken and shat-
tered that despite the efforts
of the parents, NGOs and the
state government, we still
lost these promising stu-
dents.

"we call on the Kogi State
government to work with its
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ntant arrested with Beretta pistol

had confessed that he bought
the gun from one Morrison
(at large) for N250,000, for
protection.

"The suspect is in custody

black cloth carrying a black
bag inside their compound.
He raised an alarm, which
made the suspect escape.
They later noticed that their

e malatmna had haan

Kwara State counterpart to
take decisive action against
the perpetrators whoare said
to be hiding in a forest in
Kwara, very close to Kogi and
Ekiti states."

The group commiserated
with the families of the lost
children, urging the National
Security Adviser (NSA) and
the Federal Ministry of Edu-
cation to reinvigorate efforts
on the Safe School Initiative.

“The painful loss of the two
students should provoke the
office of the National Security
Adviser to work with the Fed-
eral Ministry of Education to
ensure the safety of our
schools across the country.

“It is unacceptable to lose
children whose only offence
was embracing education.
Our nation must rise to the
occasion to arrest the rising
insecurity across the coun-
try," itadded.

LSO, the institution an-

ounced a three-day

mourning for the late stu-
dents.

A statement signed by the
Registrar, Ms Olufunke Hud-
son, said: "It is with deep pain
that the Management of Con-

ty students

fluence University of Science
and Technology (CUSTECH),
Osara, hereby declares three
days of mourning over the
death of two of our students
who were kidnapped on
Thursday, May 9,and killed on
Saturday, May 25.

"All activities in the university
are to be held low-key from
Monday, May 27 to Wednes-
day,May 29, in memory of our
departed students.

"The Management shares in
the pains of the parents, fam-
ily, and colleagues of our
dearly beloved deceased stu-
dents, and we use this
medium to condole with
them.

"We wish to assure the par-
ents, guardians, and the uni-
versity community.that the
Kogi State government is
making concerted efforts to
ensure the safe release of the
remaining students from
captivity.

"We urge everyone to be calm
and maintain the peaceas the
Visitor, Alhaji Ahmed Usman
0Ododo, is leaving no stone un-
turned in his efforts at mak-
ing sure that the students are
released safely.



