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would only find solution to
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Another security expert,
Chukwukasi Oji, altgo stated
that losing over 50 officers
and soldiers within eight
months to attacks by bandits
and criminal elements in soci-
etyis heartbreaking.

He noted that even though
the militaryisalways econom-
ical with the truth for security

try over the were losi
ondemmed e g el s > s an,

= other non-state actors.
pramising that the perpetra- Hesaid:*Trainingasingle sol-
The Nigerian Army had also

dier does not come easy in
vowed that it would avenge

terms of resources and physi-
cal commitment. Therefore, I
nally feel bad when we
ose such trained personnel,
notjustthe militaryalone but
all security forces.
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* Experts Urge Total Onslaught Against Nation’s Enemies . -
* National Security Strategy Must Be Re-jigged For Effectiveness, Says Onoja

reasons, as the number of ca-
sualtiesmightbehigherthan
what has been disclosed, los-
ln{ over 50 military person-
nel to bandits and terrorists
could best be described as
colossal.

“What if the strength of the
Nigerian Army is about
150,000 out of which there
are those incapacitated by
sickness and those about to
retire?” hequeried. “So,when
you look at it, the number of
soldiers fighting the insur-
gentsistooinfinitesimal. The
Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces should declare
atotal waron insurgents and
otherenemies of the country.
Te Federal Govemml ent
shouldstop payinglipservice
to the t against insur-

ncy or the number of sol-

iers will  be seriously
depleted, thereby exposlng
ustoexternal aggression an
internal embarrassment.”

Oji said the war against in-
surgency should no longer
bl;:ﬁ:nited to infantry, stress-
ing thatit should involve the
Nigerian Air Force, which
shou.kgro bombard andéle insur-
gentsfromeveryangle .

He added: “They should not
be spared. If the Air Force
facestheinsurgents,and kills
them in their numbers, I bet
you they will run away from
Nigerian territory .

e air strikes should be
continuousand weshall have
peate in the country. While
the air components are at
war, the infantry with other
security agencies, para-mili-
tary and civilian task force
should be on guard to fire at
any insurgent that wants to
run to safety.

"Ihehangovemdu ment should
sto ng _insurgents
wltg kid gloves. They should
be treated like enemies of
this country, which they are.
We are of h of re-

ntant ins ts who had

ed our solﬁ:exs being re-
habilitated into the system.
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They should not be pitied but
be killed in the bushes before
they think of repentance. We
need total extermination o!
the enemies of our country.
However, Dr. Adoylrolfl!g{: of
the Department ol Iy,
Nasarawa State University,
Keffi, told The Guardian that
one of the biggest drawbacks
of security in Nigeria is the
lack of governance of securi-

t%le stressed that the w‘al?ton
kil of Nigerian military
omucrgs bnngio the fore the
need for a robust and fresh
National Security Strategy

NSS
(Ono)fasaid:"lhlslswheredle
question of policy or policy
legislation comes into the
fray. Governance of security
wouldaskthevxxesdonswhat
is securi ose security
and what is a security issue.
“Security governance, which
is strategy, represents
thepmcondltmn where Min-
istries, ents and
Agencies of the public sector
and the private sector begin
to implement the state’s se-
curity policy in their ;_};lo-
grammes am;_l projects. The
governance of security ques-
tions have not been asked
andanswered undercivil rule
and governance frameworks.
This informed my assertion
that for now the secuﬂ? in

e is in the image of the
military and military rule.
“This type of security out-
lived its l;sefulness nearly a
quarter of a cen Se-
curity is not yet m:gh%ag
of civil rule and governance,
even when we are almost a
quarter century down the
road of this rule
“So,where did the NSS derive

its policy or horse on securi-

ty? And why has this security
and the ﬁum called national
security failed and continues
to fail each time it is invoked
inthe lastlesleaxs oftheemer-
gency called security in Nige-
ria under civil rule and
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In Sombre Mood As Terrorists Ambush,
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Onoja noted that, “if the of.
fice of the National Security
Adviser (ONSA) and its Nsg
were ever consclous of the
need for policy to drive strat-
egy on the matter they called
security, the ONSA took for

ted the view, and thys
g:nknowl that most

Nigerians derive from milj-

rule-era tion
that security was excluslve]y
the name and work of the ex.

ecutive agencies of thde Mili-

In nce and Law
g?orcement&MlLEth"s

He stated that is the
worst case scenario, ad
that the best case scenarig
was to assume the content of
the 1999 Constitution to rep.
resent thlfi: policy albeit the
state’s policy on security.

He statedt¥urther: “In what
follows, I underscored what |
called matters ao note in the
existing NSS and matters aris-
ing for the scheduled “re-
view” of the NSS, assuming
the exercise is notalready un-
derway or even concluded.

“In the former, they include
the followings: One, the foun-
dational 2014 NSS was com-
piled to satisfy the ya
official statement gap on se-
curity that ly con-
fronted Nigeria's officials at
international bilateral and
multilateral  engagements
on the subject of security. The
NSS was compiled to” save
Nigeria’s officials the persist-
ent embarrassment of the
lack of official statement on
the vexing internationalised
issue called security.

“Two, the NSS was singularl
compiled by the ONSA w:dz'
assistance from agencies of
the military, intelligence and
lawenforcement. Contraryto
the document’s claim, other
institutions were never con-
sulted, and the strategies
contained inside the NSS
were the views of their com-
pilers for these institutions.

2 , the 2014 NSS was
builton a policy starved secu-
rlgplatfonnthatdld notpro-
vide for governance of
security in Nigeria under civ-
ilruleand governance frame-
works. The nearest to a policy
used for the NSS, if it was ever
used, was the 1999 Constitu-
tion.

“The 1999 Constitution is
Nigeria's number one crisis
and conflict creating operat-
ing framework deliberately
instituted by the departing
military as their strategy to
remain relevant hl‘h the gﬂvﬂ
rulesystem mili e
and s%'}“lat ul:l(:is;rplnn the
military, intelligence and law
enforcement security con-
ception in place. =
“Four, the 2019 ‘review’ of the
NSS was a ‘reprint’ of the 2014
NSS.

“Theonlyinnovationwasthe
removal of the name of the
former president and his Na-
tional Security Adviser for the
thensittingpresidentand his
national security adviser.




